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INsIde
this issue

‘The LORD reigns! Let the earth rejoice, 
let many isles be glad. (Psalm 97:1).  
our God has always governed the 
movement of history: he raises up princes 
and brings them down, turning the heart 
of kings to do what he wills. What is 
more, our risen Lord Jesus has sat down 
in the throne of heaven, and soon he will 
return, and the trumpet will announce 
that the kingdoms of this world have 
become the kingdom of our God and 
of his Messiah and he will reign for ever 
and ever (rev. 11:15).in this truth, the many 
isles – the Gentile nations – can rejoice. 
What peace it is to know the king of 
kings and the Lord of lords, and to know 
that he does all things well. the gospel 
is so relevant today – the crucified and 
risen Christ, forgiveness of sins, eternal 
life… and the Holy spirit uses this truth 
to bring men out of darkness into the 
marvellous light of Christ, so extending 
his kingdom. this is happening all the 
time and it is wonderful. the Lord God 
omnipotent reigns. o
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sPoTlIghT 
on the Churches

in the difficulties encountered in life, 
our congregation can readily empathize 
with the psalmist: ‘How precious is your 
lovingkindness, o God.’ it is good to see 
that many of our small congregation are 
working out their salvation in the fear of 
the Lord.

We are grateful to God for the ongoing 
faithful ministry of our pastor rev. Drew 
Goodman. Currently, he is taking us 
through exodus and John’s Gospel on 
the Lord’s Day, and James’ epistle on 
tuesday evenings. adult and children’s 
sunday school classes are held before 
the morning service, when Lauren and 
Zorangie teach the covenant children, 
and Drew instructs the adults from the 
Westminster Confession of Faith.

in the last week of July the annual Holiday 
bible Club was held over five mornings. it 
was staffed (in the main) by brethren from 
First Presbyterian Church, Columbia, Usa. 
each day it was well attended, rising from 
15 to 27 children by the end of the week. it 
was a good week of outreach.

Mr Matthew Faux spent a six week 
placement with us during the summer. He 
preached regularly on sundays from John 
13, and also took some midweek studies. 
He participated in outreach activities in 

  baRRY - chRIsT chuRch

subscRIPTIoNs 
aNd gIfTs 

We wish to thank readers for cheques 
paying subscriptions and making gifts 
towards the publishing costs of the 
Presbyterian Network.  some may find 
it helpful to know that subscriptions 
and donations can be paid via PayPal 
(and those living abroad can make a 
payment in their own currency.) to do 
this, you simply go on PayPal.com and 
donate/pay money to the following 
account: treasurer@epcew.org.uk o

the town centre. the congregation was 
endeared to him, and our session was 
much encouraged with his development.

the refurbishment work at ‘Hope Hall’ is 
nearing completion. small teams from 
arP congregations have assisted us over 
the summer both in practical and financial 
ways. this has been so encouraging to 
us. Donations have been received from 
individuals and from Presbytery, and 
this has enabled us to press on with the 
building work. the generosity of God 
knows no bounds. interest in what is 
going on continues among the townsfolk. 
May God shower upon us His abundant 
blessing with a harvest of souls as we seek 
to bear testimony to God’s grace in Jesus 
Christ. 

some members continue to experience 
health issues. one is receiving dialysis 
treatment and is waiting for a kidney 
donor. another, who was converted under 
our pastor’s ministry, bears her illnesses 
with patience, never failing to thank God 
for the precious gift of faith.

together, we look to the Lord to lead us 
forward, and that his name will be exalted 
in our midst.

  russell young
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the church continues to thank the 
Lord for his sustaining grace and 
love. We continue to be blessed with 
opportunities to reach out to the local 
community. a dozen young people, all 
of them non-Christians, are attending 
the youth Club. the mother and 
toddlers group is thriving with as many 
as 30 children attending. our recent 
harvest supper was also well attended. 
We seek to share the gospel at all these 
events and hope they will be a stepping-
stone for people to come to faith.

the church is sadly grieving the loss of 
our dear brother Murdo alex Macritchie, 
whose earthly pilgrimage came to a 
close on the isle of Lewis, where he had 
moved to be with his family for his final 
days. We thank the Lord for sustaining 
our brother through impossible 
circumstances, and for his powerful 
witness, and we rejoice to know he is 
with his beloved saviour. 

We were also sorry to say goodbye 
to benjamin Wontrop and his family 
as they returned to newcastle in 
september, for benjamin to minister 
there in all saints Presbyterian Church. 
We are praying for the Lord’s blessing on 
his future work.

on the Lord’s Day ministry is moving 
through isaiah 1-12 in the morning and 
the Gospel of Mark in the evening. our 
prayers as ever are to increase in holiness 
and fruitfulness, to the glory of God.

  Matthew Jolley

  buRY sT edmuNds

october was a special month for the church 
in berlin. Five years ago (5 october 2014) we 
started regular meetings on sundays. since 
then we have seen the blessing of the Lord. 
He has provided for us and added to our 
number. God gave us a beautiful location in 
the heart of berlin for worship on sundays. 

Having experienced all these blessings, 
this year for the first time we have faced a 
financial challenge. We expected to have 
a deficit on our account by the end of 
the year. We know the Lord provides and 
he does so in wonderful ways. individual 
churches of our Presbytery were willing and 
able to give to our small church plant. We 
were humbled by the churches who gave, 
and by the number of churches who were 
willing to support us. 

as we look to the future, we are trusting 
God, that he will continue to provide for 
us. berlin is not an easy city, as it calls itself 
the Capital of atheism. Future rents will 
be expensive and living in such a big city 
comes with a lot of travelling in order to see 
your brothers and sisters. but God is faithful, 
and he will continue to build his church.

  Johannes Müller

  beRlIN   cambRIdge

one of the highlights of the year was our 
first ever church weekend away. We hired a 
Christian conference centre not too far from 
Cambridge which allowed for day visitors in 
addition to those who came for the whole 
weekend. We spent some time considering 
the bible’s teaching on the church as the 
body of Christ, enjoyed meals together, 
played games, sang and had the requisite 
quiz evening. it was a wonderful time away 
and helped to foster closer relationships 
and friendships. We are already looking 
forward to our next weekend away in 2020! 

We have also been delighted in recent 
months to ordain Jeremy Watson as a 
deacon and to appoint Jason Vartanian as a 
part-time ministerial assistant. both are fine, 
godly men whom we trust the Lord will use 
for the blessing of his church and the glory 
of his name. We continue to long for our 
own building but are grateful to the Lord for 
his unfailing provision for our every need. 

  douglas Mccallum

  caRdIff - beThel

Heloise Manon saad, a daughter born 
to toni and Caroline in July, was recently 
baptized into the fellowship of God’s 
people. the number of children in the 
congregation continues to grow.

the children’s and youth groups, explorers 
and byG, continue to attract a good number 
who do not normally attend church. this 
gives us an opportunity to teach the bible 

to these groups, but it also provides contact 
with their parents. this was very much in 
evidence in our Lego and Dance Camps 
held in July and helped by a team from First 
Presbyterian Church, Columbia, sC.

at the other end of the age spectrum, 
another member, anne Miller, celebrated 
her 80th birthday with a song, birthday 
cake and gifts from the children. 
our Women’s Ministry team laid on another 
of their ever-popular Ladies’ breakfasts. 
it provided a great opportunity to invite 
friends and relatives for a time together and 
for them to hear God’s message of salvation. 
not to be outdone, the men had also held a 
bbQ earlier in the year.

in october, bethel hosted a Ligonier 
expository Preaching Conference with Dr 
steven Lawson. Men from many parts of 
the Uk attended and enjoyed the teaching, 
fellowship and good food. 

 Patricia stowell

baptism of Heloise Manon saad, 
daughter of toni and Caroline saad
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We rejoice with Mrs Pauline yiend 
who celebrated her 100th birthday in 
september. Friends from the church 
joined with family and staff at the care 
home to give her a little quiet party.

We are greatly saddened by the sudden 
loss of Mr David kempster in a road traffic 
accident in July. David was one of the 
earliest members of the church and he 
leaves his wife, Mari, and two daughters.

While the church still lacks a minister, 
much needed and continuing pastoral 
care has been given primarily by the 
elders, stephen Johnston and Chris 
kavanagh. since the last issue of 
the network, four members of the 
congregation have become unwell with 
serious illness. We are thankful for the 
assistance Michael Cochran has been able 
to give while he stays on in Cheltenham.

We have just started going through 
Galatians on sunday mornings and 
a series on elijah in the evenings. the 
Midweek bible study on amos has come 
to an end and we will be going on to 2 
thessalonians. the first Wednesday of the 
month is a dedicated prayer meeting.

  tai-tuck yu 

  hexham

since the autumn, we have rejoiced to 
welcome students from China and iran. 
it has been particularly encouraging to 
see them bringing non-Christian friends 
to services. at the end of october, we had 
the great joy of baptizing anja. Hers was a 
very premature birth and we were much in 
prayer for her survival and health.

Many children who live in the area around 
the church come to a Friday night youth 
group, where they are learning from Mark’s 
Gospel. For several weeks, some of these have 
come to the sunday evening service too.

on 30 october, we commemorated the 
reformation. brothers and sisters from 
neighbouring congregations joined us. it 
was a very significant evening in that we 
were able to welcome members of ely 
Presbyterian Church, which is seeking 
membership of the ePCeW. 

We are thankful for faithful elders and 
deacons. but the time has come for us to 
pray that the Lord would give more gifts to 
his church and move men of his choosing to 
serve among us, for the sake of the future. at 
the end of september, iestyn ap Hywel left 
us to go to north Wales. We are hoping that 
benjamin Mitchell will be able to spend the 
summer with us again next year.

  Peter naylor

  chelTeNham -  
       NauNToN laNe

We are encouraged with new 
people at Whaddon road. these 
include a couple of new families 
who have settled in well. With the 
increase of children and younger 
people, we have introduced a 
young people’s library. our hope 
is that this will encourage our 
youngsters that they ‘belong’ and 
will also be a means of nourishing 
them both individually and 
through their families.

We have also had an influx of 
children to our choir. they will 
be getting ready for a Christmas 
concert in which there will be 
an evangelistic message for the 
children and their parents.

angus bradshaw, our oldest 
member, went to be with the 
Lord on 28 september. We mourn 
but also rejoice. His life was an 
example of faith in Christ and 
faithful service to him.

a little one was born to alex and 
Jolie Lo–Mina Grace Lo. it was a joy 
to marry them in 2014 and now to 
receive little Mina into the church 
family.

  david Pfeiffer

  chelTeNham -  
       whaddoN Road

  caRdIff - ImmaNuel

We are praising God for his evident goodness to 
us over the last few months. We are growing in 
number and, we trust, in grace. our minister has 
continued his teaching series on Leviticus and 
James and we now celebrate the Lord’s supper 
twice a month. the unity in the church has been 
tangible (Ps. 133:1) and it has been wonderful to see 
new families offering hospitality to others. We have 
been thrilled to see two young men come into 
communicant membership. We expect more to 
follow soon. in answer to prayer, visitors have been 
regularly attending. 

a few new initiatives have been started (as 
secondary to the means of grace). We started a 
men’s study evening, looking at J. i. Packer’s book 
knowing God, and in november we ran the first 
Hexham bible Conference, with rev. Jonty rhodes 
addressing the theme of the Covenant. We are 
preparing to run a Christianity explored course soon.

We continue to pray that the Word of the Lord 
would ‘run swiftly amongst us’. We regularly pray 
this for the other churches in the ePCeW.

 benjamin Mitchell

Josh rieger, Jonah and adam, Jonathan Winch

Note:  
our congregations in blackburn, Chelmsford and Durham 
have not sent in news. Please continue to pray for them.   Editor



08 Presbyterian netWork 09Winter 2019

sPoTlIghT on the Churches sPoTlIghT on the Churches

a core group in Lincoln has been meeting for 
bible studies on a monthly basis under the 
leadership of sheffield Presbyterian Church 
since January 2018. the core group and the 
sheffield session asked rev. ben thomas 
to come and lead the work in Lincoln. the 
thomas family moved to sheffield at the end 
of July and plan to relocate to Lincoln as the 
work there continues. 

beginning in october, we increased the 
frequency of bible studies from once a month 
to twice a month. We also had our first trial 
service on 20 october. it was a joyful time 
of worship, including folks who have been 
a part of the group from the beginning as 
well others who have joined the bible study 
since august. We plan to have two more trial 
services before the end of the year, and we are 
eager to see what the Lord will do in Lincoln.

  ben thomas
the reformationUk conference on the 
Holy trinity (10-12 october) in the almost 
fully renovated building of all saints 
Presbyterian Church has been a blessing 

our congregation is now under the care 
of the Committee for Church Planting. 
Members of that committee came to 
meet the members and attenders in 
september. this resulted in the continued 
support of preachers from the Presbytery 
and some of these visiting preachers 
will combine preaching duties with 
pastoral visits on another day. there are 
plans for rev. andrew Woolsey from 
northern ireland to come and preach 
periodically. the plan is for him to stay 
two sundays in a row, take the midweek 
bible study and make some pastoral 
visits. there is also the possibility of a 
student for the ministry spending time 
in Hull in the summer to preach and 
do some outreach. this may include a 
Holiday bible Club for local children. rev. 
benjamin Wontrop is now an additional 
assessor elder.

Despite having no pastor, we are 
encouraged that the Word of God is 
preached, God is worshipped reverently, 
and church attendance figures are 
good. the monthly outreach at an old 
people’s home continues and we plan 
to hold a Christmas service there. a 
harvest celebration meal is planned for 
late november in the church, when the 
gospel will be proclaimed. 

a couple who worship with us are 
planning to be married in December.

some of our members and their relatives 
are struggling with illness.

 chris lawson

  hull for us as a local church and we hope also 
for the wider church in newcastle and the 
United kingdom. We are already planning 
next year’s conference on the topic of 
evangelism, again in october. 

immediately after the conference on 
saturday afternoon, we had the joyful 
occasion of the installation of rev. benjamin 
Wontrop as a Minister of Pastoral Care at 
all saints. benjamin is well known to the 
congregation, as he ministered here as an 
intern when he first came to the Uk. it was 
encouraging that we had many Presbyters 
representing many of our ePCeW churches 
present due to the conference.

on 29 october, Florian Weicken, who was 
recently licensed by the Presbytery, led the 
first exploratory bible study in Zurich. the 
studies will be held monthly and focus on 
the book of ezra, a fitting theme for a city 
that was one of the great centres of the 
reformation 500 years ago, and where 
men like Zwingli and bullinger ministered. 
Liberal theology, however, has left the 
temple in ruins, the walls broken down.. 

  Florian Weicken

as we have prayerfully supported gospel 
witness in the universities from early on, 
we have been delighted to welcome some 
students recently, and want to be a home 
where they can grow in their faith. 

Chris is ministering God’s Word to us on the 
Lord’s Day from exodus and John 17. Men’s 
breakfasts continue and a ladies’ book group 
has started, learning from ‘even better than 
eden’. We have also started a small bookstall 
to make good Christian books more easily 
available for the growth of the church.

in congregational news, we are excited about 
our member Chriswin getting engaged, to 
be married in December, in india.

  rosemary statter

  lINcolN 
       (outreach from sheffield)

We can be thankful for every encouragement 
which our God has granted us so far, 
including his financial provision for the 
church, with outside support from sheffield, 
Presbytery, and other partner churches. 

With necessary set-up, welcome and 
hospitality each sunday, we are glad of 
members serving, and are praying for 
increasing commitment and partnership. We 
also pray for Christians to move into the area 
with the desire to belong to salford ePC, that 
our core membership would be strengthened. 

  maNchesTeR - salfoRd 

  NewcasTle 
       (previously gateshead)
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in september our church re-located to a new 
building in a different area of solihull. this took 
place at the same time as our mission week, 
for which we were joined by a team from 
Charlotte, Usa. We were able to reach out with 
flyers and cards to thousands of homes both in 
our old and new locations. We also spent time 
visiting people door-to-door and talking to 
people on the streets. We had various events 
such as a games afternoon in the park, ladies’ 
afternoon tea, men’s breakfast and a family fun 
afternoon. these were good opportunities 
to meet people and share the gospel. We 
have seen some visitors since this week 

  solIhull

  oxfoRd

a few weeks ago we celebrated the 1st 
anniversary of the planting of oxford 
ePC. as we look back over the year there 
is so much to give thanks to God for: 
the provision of central locations for our 
services, the gathering of a core group, 
some conversions, and lots of visitors. We 
recently welcomed into membership the 
atipaldi family and had our first baptism 
(Matteo atipaldi) which was a great joy!

With encouragements come challenges. We 
continue to depend upon external financial 
support. We are very thankful for a substantial 
gift from Presbytery and for Us churches 
which have partnered with us. We need more 
and are looking to the Lord to provide. some 
initial regular attenders are no longer with 
us and the door has closed on the Cochrans’ 
joining us due to visa complications. Whilst 
these have been serious blows the Lord has 
blessed us with growing numbers.

With the new term we are praying for students 
to make oxford ePC their spiritual home and 
for local ‘oxonians’ to join us. We give thanks 
for neil Martin who is our new ‘Ministerial 
assistant’ and Daniel Friery who is interning 
with us whilst studying for a Masters degree.

  andy young

the work on the Chapel was completed at the 
end of 2018. this year has continued to be busy 
on many fronts, with works in the two-acre 
grounds, a new outbuilding for tools and 
equipment almost completed, as well as other 

  sheffIeld

projects in hand such as further paving, tree 
felling, and removal of a temporary structure. 
spiritually many new shoots have sprung 
up with new members, a growing monthly 
bible study for women, a bi-weekly 20’s 
and 30’s group, a children’s catechism class 
alongside the adult catechism class at 
10.00am each Lord’s Day morning.

barely a sunday goes by when we do not have 
some visitors. We have a ‘book of the quarter’, 
and a small river of reformed literature goes 
out to members and visitors from our book 
table. a recent book of the quarter was by alec 
Motyer on ‘isaiah day by day’, and currently we 
are promoting a trilogy of books by Frederick 
Leahy (banner of truth). in addition, the 
Westminster standards, available in three 
formats, published by eP, are constantly 
being taken for wide use. We believe that 
encouraging a congregation to read good 
books is something vital to dynamic spiritual 
growth and a recovery of reformed worship.

  Kevin bidwell

and hope and pray for regular attenders 
who then become believing members. our 
sunday school leaders have moved away to 
Glasgow and so our sunday school is still 
on hold after the summer break as we seek 
new leaders. Please pray that new leaders 
will be found to continue this work.

it was a joy to welcome one of our 
covenant children into full communicant 
membership. We thank the Lord for opening 
opportunities to work with a missionary from 
south korea who moved to birmingham 
and is looking to plant a church in the 
birmingham area. Pray that God will bless 
this opportunity and that we are able to 
reach out to new areas in birmingham.

We have contacts with a couple of Muslim 
women who are interested in finding out 
more about Jesus.

  rachel Morgan

We have had a very blessed first summer as a 
church. the library in which we meet provides 
a comfortable and functional space, and its 
situation at the heart of the community has 
invited friendly interest. We are especially 
grateful for plans to extend our worship 
space within the library. it has been exciting 
to have two new people commit to join the 
church, along with six regular visitors and 
others who come sporadically. the city has a 
strong sense of solidarity, and it is amazing 
how often newcomers walk through the 
doors and recognize the people who are 
already there. those who formed our initial 
core group remain faithful in serving and 
encouraging one another.

  suNdeRlaNd

We were pleased to hold our first outreach, an 
evangelical lecture on Christianity and Grief, on 
24 october. We had three new visitors, and we 
pray that God would bring them back to us. We 
look forward to more evangelistic efforts in the 
future, including a family Christmas eve service.

  anna hilton

since David bergmark ended his service as 
pastor, we are very grateful for the support of 
our assessor elders in the Uk, Hugo Heij and 
Phil baiden. We are also thankful that our 
member trygve Lundblad, who for some time 
stepped down from his role as elder, is now 
back in this capacity again. this is good. the 
planning of the worship services and other 
activities is handled by a small planning 
committee consisting of trygve Lundblad and 
sune Jäderberg, in close cooperation with the 
assessor elders. For worship services, we have 
a visiting preacher from the Uk approximately 
once a month. it is often Hugo and Phil, but 
other preachers are also most welcome. in 
addition to this, we are sometimes calling 
other pastors in sweden to preach. the 
sunday school is large. in september, we 
had a congregational day with fellowship, 
meals, activities for the children, and time 
to discuss and reflect on various church 
matters. a good and meaningful day.

our church is not big in numbers, but 
we press on with the resources we have, 
wanting to serve and honour God as best we 
can. one of the main needs is another local 
elder, and, of course, long term, a new pastor. 

  sune Jäderberg

  TRaNås, swedeN
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enJoy tHe 
hebRew bIble
aN INvITaTIoN 

who?
For ministers and students 
especially, an opportunity 
to spend time together 
reading the Hebrew bible. 

whaT?
We aim to concentrate on 
the Prophecy of Isaiah: 

 » reading several chapters,; 
 » an introduction to the 
book and its theology; 

 » thinking about how to 
preach from the text; 

 » some grammatical 
insights;

 » committing to memory a 
further part of Psalm 96.

sessions will be led by 
Rev. dr Peter Naylor and 
Rev. david Pfeiffer. 

cosT? it is free! 

RegIsTeR: 
email peter.naylor@
immanuelcaerau.org.uk

12 Presbyterian netWork

27 aPRIl – 
1 maY 2020
Commences Monday evening; 
closes on Friday afternoon

ImmaNuel 
PResbYTeRIaN 
chuRch, 
caRdIff
some accommodation is available free. 

We can certainly praise God for yet 
another blessed camp. as the rain 
clouds began to clear, excitement 
began to build amongst the campers 
anticipating yet another packed 
week of bible teaching, fellowship, 
and fun activities. broomley Grange 
residential activity Manor, set in the 
beautiful northumbrian countryside 
– not far from Hexham Presbyterian 
Church – hosted us: 34 campers 
from 11 churches, some of whom 
had travelled from as far away as 
oxford, Cheltenham and Cardiff. over 
the course of the week we learned 
spiritual lessons, made friends, and 
had great fun.

bEnJaMin MitchEll
all saints Presbyterian church 
newcastle, intern at hexham 
young People’s camp leader.

13Winter 2019

Young 
People’s 
camp 
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young people to explore and 
enjoy God’s creation. several 
animals were spotted and, in 
some cases, picked up. each 
morning the boys took part in 
physical training and the girls, 
under ineke and rivka’s expert 
guidance, were able to design 
take-home bible verse coasters. 
We finished the packed week 
singing hymns and toasting 
marshmallows around a 
campfire. 

We are especially grateful to 
those who gave of their time 
and gifts to serve the Lord: Dr 
schweitzer, Florian, Lois and 
Mark (from newcastle), Juliet 
(Hexham), Jenny (Durham), 
ineke (solihull), rivka (sheffield), 
and numerous members of 
Hexham Presbyterian church 
who helped behind the scenes. 
Day one and banner of truth 
publishers gave huge discounts 
for our very popular, new 
bookstall. the banner of truth 
trust also made it possible for 
us to give each camper their 
own free Westminster shorter 
Catechism.

all saints, newcastle, was once 
again pleased to subsidize the 
camp to keep down the cost to families. in 
future we would love to minister to all the 

rev. Dr bill schweitzer’s bible teaching was 
very well received. During daily morning 
and evening worship he taught on what 
it means to glorify God and enjoy Him 
forever and the need to fulfil the Great 
Commission in evangelism, discipleship, 
and covenant nurture – observing all 
things (Matt. 28:20). a challenge was 
given to the young people: to be future 
leaders and teachers (2 tim. 2:2). the 
characteristics of good leaders and 
teachers were highlighted: knowledge, 
example, faithfulness to the flock, courage, 
communication, love. Peer pressure and 
true humility were considered, along with 
being a living sacrifice (rom. 12:1). Finally, 
our need of the gospel of our glorious 
God was clearly taught. each morning 
campers were encouraged to have a 
personal private daily devotion and were 
asked to learn four bible verses. they had 
also been asked to learn in advance of the 
camp four questions and answers of the 

shorter Catechism. it was wonderful to 
hear that the parents of one child said after 
the camp: our boy ‘seems to have grown 
up in a week! We are encouraging him to 
continue a personal daily devotion time. He 
is also reading a book which he bought.’

the staff at the activity centre were 
particularly struck by the Christ-like 
behaviour of the group – and some asked 
leaders about the Christian faith. We pray 
for a work of the Holy spirit amongst them, 
as well as amongst our young people.

We also packed in a lot of fun activities. 
these included archery and the use of 
air-rifles, climbing, an assault course, zip-
wire, a high-ropes course, the ‘Par shar’ 
slippery slide, an inflatable fun-run and 
slide at the swimming pool, bush craft, 
group crate-tower-stacking, tug of war, and 
the mud-run. Most of these activities were 
set in beautiful woodland, allowing the 

young people of the ePCeW. We 
are already starting to plan for 
next year. if you are interested 
in sending your children (aged 
10-17), please contact all saints, 
newcastle. First-timers are 
especially welcome. (this year, 
one third of campers were there 
for the first time.) and if you are 
interested in helping with this 
strategic ministry, please get in 
touch. 

Pray for the work of the Holy 
spirit in our young people, that 
they ‘may become blameless 
and harmless, children of God 
without fault in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse 

generation, among whom you shine as 
lights in the world’ (Phil. 2:15). o
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Have you ever wondered what 
makes a good sermon? as a 
minister i read dozens of books 
on how to prepare and preach 
sermons. i have profited from 
most of them, but many of them 
ignore one side of preaching. 
they are very good at helping 
you to find the meaning of 
the text. some encourage you 
to study more of the original 
languages. they all have good 
tips on how to structure and 
deliver your sermon. nonetheless 
they miss one important point.
they focus much on preaching 
but far less on listening. there 
is a danger here. it can lead 
to the idea that it is all about 
the preacher. Let us be honest. 
that is how we often rate 
sermons. it is a good sermon 
if the preacher uses good 
illustrations, applications and if 
his style is interesting. the best 
sermons are those which are a 
little entertaining and perhaps 
include a funny anecdote.

The ImPoRTaNce  
of lIsTeNINg

When we read through the 
Gospels, it is striking how often 
Jesus calls his audience to listen. 
Jesus was the greatest preacher 
of all time. Moses might have 
been a great orator, or elijah, 
or the apostle Peter (after his 
first sermon, 3000 people were 
added to the church), but Jesus 
was still the best preacher.

if it is about the preacher, why 
then did Jesus emphasize 

listening so much? He begins 
his parable of the sower in Mark 
4 with the word ‘Listen’ and he 
ends it with the words ‘He who 
has ears to hear, let him hear.’

that is just one of many places 
where our Lord calls his audience 
to listen. He did not want to 
entertain the people; he wanted 
them to be taught. Christ came 
into this world to preach. in Mark 
1:38, he talks to his first disciples 
and says, ‘Let us go into the next 
towns, that i may preach there 
also, because for this purpose i 
have come forth.’

He knows that the people have 
to listen. When our Lord, the 
greatest preacher of all, calls us 
to do something, we ought to do 
it. the Westminster Confession 
(21.5) lists the elements of 
worship. it begins with ‘the 
reading of the scriptures with 
godly fear; the sound preaching 
and conscionable hearing of 
the Word, in obedience to God, 
with understanding, faith and 
reverence.’

the reformers knew that 
listening was a big part of 
worship. the Westminster divines 
knew it. Do we understand its 
importance? romans 10:17 is 
often used to underline the 
need for gospel preaching. the 
Word of God must be preached 
because faith comes through 
the preached Word of God. but 
actually it says ‘so faith comes 
from hearing’. Paul knew how 
important listening was. We 
could go through the bible to 

how 
To beNefIT 
fRom eveRY
seRmoN rEv. JohannEs 

MüllEr

our Lord calls 
his audience 
to listen. He 
did not want 
to entertain 
the people; he 
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to be taught. 
Christ came 
into this world 
to preach.

over and 
over again 
God calls his 
people to 
listen to his 
Word. 
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see over and over again how God calls his 
people to listen to his Word.

The ImPoRTaNce  
of PRePaRaTIoN

a godly preacher spends most of his week 
preparing for sunday. He prays, he studies 
the text in detail, in Hebrew and Greek. 
He asks fellow preachers for advice on the 
text. He does everything in order to deliver 
the best sermons he can on sunday.

What about you? How much do you 
prepare for sunday? How do 
you prepare for listening? the 
second Helvetic Confession 
says ‘the preaching of the Word 
of God is the Word of God.’ Paul 
writes to the thessalonians 
saying, ‘and we also thank God 
constantly for this, that when 
you received the Word of God, 
which you heard from us, you 
accepted it not as the word 
of men but as what it really 
is, the Word of God.’ How well 
prepared do you come on a 
sunday to listen to your God?

We all know from our own 
experience how important 
preparation is in anything that we do. 
students who prepare for the next day 
are more able to listen and understand 
what the teacher is saying. the business 
manager who attends a seminar profits 
more if he is prepared. and we shall 
benefit from preparing to listen to 
sermons.

Preparation is very important, and i want 
to help you with that. there is some 
obvious common wisdom that we should 
apply. Make sure that your sunday is free 

from all the business of the rest of the 
week. Get enough sleep, because you will 
listen better if you are well rested.

there are also spiritual exercises to help 
prepare. Pray every day for the coming 
sunday. Pray that God will help you 
to concentrate and listen. Pray for the 
preacher. 

read the sermon text. if your Pastor is 
preaching through a particular book 
of the bible, read the next passage; not 
just the next verses, read the next few 
chapters. remember last sunday. read 

the passage that was handled 
the sunday before. try to 
remember the sermon, at least 
the most important points.

think of ways that help you 
to prepare. the Lord will bless 
those who seek him.

The ImPoRTaNce  
of The holY sPIRIT

i want to close with a very 
important point. in our listening 
we need the Holy spirit to be 
at work. sometimes God takes 

away the ability to listen (see isaiah 6:9-10). 
that was a judgment. We should never 
forget how much we need God’s grace 
to do anything. especially we need God’s 
grace to listen to his Word.

the Psalmist prays, ‘open my eyes, that i 
may behold wondrous things out of your 
law.’ He knew that God had to be at work 
when he turned to the Word of God. in 
ephesians 1:17 Paul prays ‘that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you the spirit of wisdom and of 
revelation in the knowledge of him’.

Pray every day 
for the coming 
sunday. Pray 
that god will 
help you to 
concentrate 
and listen. 
Pray for the 
preacher. 

We need God to be at work by his Holy 
spirit, to help us to listen to sermons. 
We always tend to think, ‘i can do this by 
myself. if i prepare enough, i can listen to 
the sermon and benefit.’ We do need to 
prepare, but we must also trust God and 
ask that his spirit will work in us.

coNclusIoN

We must be aware of the danger of 

thinking that it is all about the preacher, 
because it is not. Great people of the past 
were converted by very poor sermons, 
because as they listened, the Holy spirit 
was working, and they gained great 
benefit; they were born again.

i really want to encourage you to listen 
to sermons. if you really want to benefit 
from every sermon, start listening. Prepare 
yourself well and trust God that he will 
help you by his Holy spirit. o
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it is all about 
the preacher, 
because it is not. 
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It Is temptIng to tHInk tHeology Is about 
artIculatIng bIble trutHs accurately. 

but, wHIle tHIs Is very mucH at tHe Heart 
of tHe tHeologIan’s task, It cannot be 

dIvorced from tHe attItude wItH wHIcH 
god’s trutH Is presented. 

rEv. MarK Johnston

there is, i believe, good reason for raising 
this detail – especially in relation to those 
who claim to be reformed in their theology. 
because there are some who profess their 
reformed credentials most loudly, who do 
so most arrogantly and, at times, in a way 
that is little short of obnoxious.

Paul raises the link between attitude and 
articulated truth in several places. in titus 
he tells those who are slaves they should 
behave towards their masters in 
a manner that is respectful and 
which will ‘make the teaching 
about [doctrine of] God our 
saviour attractive’ (titus 2:9-
10). regardless of how those 
masters may have treated them, 
they were to hold and express 
their beliefs in a way that made 
a difference to their behaviour. 
He makes it clear, in particular, 
that the spirit in which they 
relate what they believe will not 
merely reflect upon them; but 
ultimately on God as the one 
from whom they have derived 
their beliefs.

He also raises the issue of 
attitude in the counsel he offers to his 
young friend and protégé, timothy. 
speaking in the context of how a minister 
of the gospel should conduct himself in the 
face of controversy and provocation, he says, 

Do not have anything to do with foolish 
and stupid arguments, because you 
know they produce quarrels. and 
the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; 
instead, he must be kind to everyone, 
able to teach, not resentful. those 
who oppose him he must gently 
instruct, in the hope that God will grant 
them repentance leading them to a 
knowledge of the truth (2 tim. 2:23-25).

even under pressure and even with 
the duty to defend truth against error, 
ministers must fight these battles and 
uphold sound teaching with grace, 
humility and gentleness. the spirit they 
display within the family of God – with all 
its theological breadth – will reflect on the 
character of the God whose truth it is in 
the first place.

Peter says something similar when writing 
to Christians who had been ill treated and 

who may have been tempted to 
display some ‘attitude’ to those 
who were responsible for their ill 
treatment. as he exhorts them 
to be in a permanent state of 
readiness ‘to give an answer to 
everyone who asks [them] to 
give the reason for the hope 
that [they] have’, he tells them 
to do so ‘with gentleness and 
respect’ and ‘good behaviour’ 
(1 Peter 3:15-16). the truth of the 
gospel is deeply connected to 
the character it produces in 
the lives of those who claim to 
believe it.

Luke also records an example of 
this principle being worked out in practice 
when Priscilla and aquila find they need 
to put apollos straight on the content 
of his preaching. Luke tells us they did 
so in the privacy of their home and in a 
positive, rather than adversarial tone: ‘they 
explained to him the way of God more 
adequately’ (acts 18:26).

What is interesting in the new testament 
record is how and when this pattern of 
grace and gentleness in the way sound 
doctrine is taught and defended is 
broken. it happens when those who are 
challenging the truth are people who 
ought to know better.

The truth of 
the gospel 
is deeply 
connected to 
the character 
it produces 
in the lives 
of those who 
claim to 
believe it. 

a tHeoLoGy oF 
aT T I T u d e
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so, Paul was forced to ‘oppose 
Peter to his face’ over the issue 
of table fellowship with Gentile 
believers (Gal. 2:11). because 
even though he had been the 
first apostle to ‘cross the line’ 
between Jew and Gentile when 
he visited Cornelius and accept 
his hospitality in response to 
God’s clear direction in a vision 
(acts 10:1-48), he had had a 
change of heart and ‘drew back’ 
from his Gentile brothers and 
sisters because he was ‘afraid’ 
of the ‘circumcision group’ (Gal. 
2:12).

However, it is our Lord himself 
who reserves his sharpest words 
for those who claimed to be 
the guardians of truth, but who 
had distorted it – not just by 
failing to handle it correctly, 
but through the arrogant and 
self-serving spirit in which they 
held it. the Pharisees, sadducees 
and teachers of the Law were 
the three main parties who 
ostensibly ‘in the name of truth’ 
repeatedly challenged Jesus 
and harassed those who showed 
any interest in becoming his 
followers. so it is for them that 
Jesus reserves his most stinging 
words and upon them that he 
pronounces a litany of ‘woes’ 
(Matt. 23:1-39).

the words of the hymn 
attributed to John Calvin, ‘i greet 
thee who my sure redeemer art’, 
capture well why this matters 
so much. it is to and of Christ he 
sings,

thou hast the true and 
perfect gentleness,
no harshness hast thou and 
no bitterness:
Make us to taste the sweet 
grace found in thee
and ever stay in thy sweet 
unity. 

since the one who is the 
embodiment of truth in its 
absolute purity and perfection 
is gentle and neither harsh, nor 
bitter in the way he relates it 
to his children, so too should 
we. indeed, it is as that Christ-
like attitude shines through as 
we handle his truth – whether 
in private conversation, public 
controversy, or from the pulpit – 
that its power and beauty is seen 
most clearly and will work in 
people’s lives most effectively. o

this article first appeared in February 
2016 in the resident aliens column 
of Place for truth, an online ministry 
of the alliance of Confessing 
evangelicals.
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The book of Judges opens with a question, 
‘Who will go up for us?’ Joshua had died. 
Who would now lead them?  and it ends 
with an observation, ‘in those days there 
was no king in israel; every man did what 
was right in his own eyes’ (21:25; and notice 
the repetition in 17:6; 18:1; 19:1). Who will 
lead us? We have no king.

in these pages, between 
1:1 and 21:25, we meet the 
judges, men who governed 
and delivered israel, about 
whom we read, ‘and the time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon 
and barak and samson and 
Jephthah…who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, worked 
righteousness’ (Heb. 11:32-33). 

yes, they were men of faith, 
and they did lead israel for a 
while. but we cannot fail to 
notice their flaws. What do 
we make of Jephthah’s vow? 
Why was samson so weak and foolish as 
to give up the secret of his strength to 
treacherous Delilah? Could he not see what 
she would do? and barak, where is his 
honour? He would not venture into battle 
without Deborah at his side. there is a lot 
of historical detail in these pages, but as a 
whole the record drives at one point, that 
these men of faith, who did so much, did 
not satisfy israel’s need for a deliverer – there 
had to be a greater deliverer, a king. indeed, 
the judges did not succeed in turning the 
people from their wickedness, and the 
closing chapters tell an appalling tale.

Judges is part of a longer history (Joshua 

to 2 kings). the period of the judges leads 
us to the kingdom, and especially to David. 
this is also the direction of the book of 
ruth, the events of which took place ‘in the 
days when the judges judged,’ and which 
ends with David (4:22). but even David is 
not the answer to the quest; it is David’s 
greater son that israel, and we, need.

that is the overarching message 
of the book of Judges – an entire 
book teaching us that only one 
king would save us; none but 
Christ can satisfy. We need Jesus 
Christ. and that is why, when 
they asked ‘Who shall go up for 
us?’ the Lord first chose Judah, 
the tribe from which the Lord 
Jesus would come: ‘Judah shall 
go up; behold i have delivered 
the land into his hand’ (Judges 
1:2). Christ will have the final 
victory, he who is ‘the Heir of all 
things’ (Heb. 1:2).

so then, the book of Judges has a long-
term perspective. this is in keeping with 
the whole old testament, which, in 
covenants, promises, law, prophecy, and 
types and shadows, sets forth the coming 
Messiah. if we read the book of Judges 
without seeing this, we shall probably 
reduce it to a series of moral lessons.

but what joy! God has ‘provided something 
better for us’ (Heb. 11:40) - we have a king, 
an everlasting, conquering king, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. then let us not do what is 
right in our own eyes but humbly and 
lovingly obey our king in everything that he 
commands. o
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In Rome on 13 October, 2019, the Roman 
Catholic Church canonized as a ‘saint’ the 
Englishman John Henry Newman (1801-
90), the most notable English convert to 
Romanism in the 19th century. a nominally 
Calvinistic evangelical from his mid-teens, 
newman took anglican orders and was 
appointed to the influential position 
of Vicar of st Mary the Virgin in oxford. 
Under the influence of keble, Pusey, and 
especially Froude, he shifted to an anglo-
Catholic position: ‘From Froude i learned 
to admire the great mediaeval Pontiffs’; 
he ‘taught me to look with admiration 
towards the Church of rome’. newman 
accompanied Froude to rome in 1833, 
desirous ‘to find out whether they would 
take us in on any terms to which we could 
twist our consciences’ (Froude). rome 
would not, so newman instead threw 
himself into the oxford Movement, which 
sought to infuse romish practices into the 
anglican church. He advanced its cause 
through a series of pamphlets known as 
tracts for the times, as well as his sermons 
which he admitted were ‘calculated to 
undermine things established...disposing 
[my hearers] towards rome’.

in tract 85 (1838) newman deployed 
a battery of sceptical arguments to 
undermine the sufficiency and perspicuity 
of scripture and point readers to the 
need for an infallible teaching authority. 
in tract 90 (1841), out of ‘a secret longing 
love of rome’, he encouraged ordinands 
to subscribe the 39 articles of the Church 
of england ‘interpreted, not according to 
the writers, but...according to the Catholic 

Church’, for ‘i wished to go as far as possible 
in interpreting the articles in the direction 
of roman dogma, without disclosing 
what i was doing’. Certainly he dared not 
disclose his plagiarism of Christopher 
Davenport’s 1634 treatise (introduced 
to him by Froude), which sought to 
re-interpret the articles in line with the 
Council of trent and so bring the anglican 
Church under rome. archbishop Laud 
had been impeached for associating with 
Davenport, who, like newman, perverted 
to rome while at oxford. newman’s tract 
drew a furious response from the University 
and the bishops, and he was ordered to 
desist from writing further tracts. newman 
regarded this outcome as a victory: the 
reaction had drawn nationwide attention 
to the tracts, which remained in print, 
doing their insidious work. thereafter ‘on 
my deathbed, as regards membership with 
the anglican Church’, roman priests fed 
him a diet of Popish works, including the 
spiritual exercises of saint ignatius, until he 
became terrified to die outside the Church 
of rome, and begged to be received into 
her communion in 1845. 

years in the planning, newman seized 
and manipulated an opportunity in 1863 
to defend his actions in his apologia 
pro Vita sua (‘a defence of one’s life’), 
contending that ‘obedience even to an 
erring conscience was the way to gain 
light’. the work is widely celebrated as 
a tour de force, laudatory comparisons 
being made with augustine’s Confessions. 
but whereas augustine’s Confessions is 
theocentric and traces the work of God in 
himself, newman’s apologia is an overly 
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selective, misleading and shrewdly written 
odyssey, an egocentric, self-serving exercise 
in self-justification. as rev. Maurice bowler 
observed, having read it with revulsion, 
‘there you see smooth, carefully chosen 
words which only thinly disguise a web of 
deceit and intrigue which would seem to 
be unique in the religious history 
of this country.’. 

The maKINg of a  
RomaNIsT saINT

the roman doctrine of sainthood 
rests on a raft of teachings 
foreign to scripture and the 
apostolic church, including the 
doctrines of Purgatory, works of 
supererogation, the veneration 
of the saints and their relics, 
the intercession of the saints, 
‘ecclesiastical’ (i.e. counterfeit) 
miracles, and Papal authority and 
infallibility. according to rome, 
a few believers (‘saints’) acquire 
sufficient merit on earth to bypass 
Purgatory after death and enter 
into the immediate presence of 
God, where they can be invoked 
by their devotees to intercede for 
them. 

For their canonization the Vatican 
requires posthumous miracles 
as evidence of the saint’s beatific 
vision and effective intercession. Until 1983 
the canonization process was juridical 
and adversarial, where the ‘Postulator’ 
promoting sainthood faced a formidable 
‘Devil’s advocate’, who argued the case 
against canonization. Pope John Paul ii 
made the process collegial and far less 
rigorous, and minimized the number of 
miracles required to one for ‘beatification’, 
and a further one for canonization. 

notwithstanding, he still complained 
that there was insufficient veneration and 
invocation of the dead ‘to produce miracles 
essential for making more saints’ from 
northern europe; in particular he made it 
known that he ‘would like to beatify Cardinal 
newman, but he won’t do a miracle’—at any 

rate, not the sort of miracle that 
english roman Catholics, the 
national Health service, or the 
british press would easily swallow.

the cult of newman was 
promoted in the Usa through 
a tV programme produced 
by the Director of the Catholic 
information Center of the 
archdiocese of Washington. the 
programme first aired in June 
2000, and urged viewers to pray 
to newman and send accounts of 
any ‘divine favours or extraordinary 
experiences’ obtained thereby to 
the birmingham oratory founded 
by newman. For an improvement 
in a medical condition to 
be considered a miracle the 
Congregation for the Causes of 
the saints requires that it not 
be of a type that directly follows 
effective medical treatment, 
nor one that can naturally heal 
spontaneously. but in the end 
the Vatican bent its own rules on 
both counts to get two miracles 
over the line. 

couNTeRfeIT mIRacles

the alleged miracle used to support 
newman’s beatification relates to Mr ‘Jack’ 
sullivan of Massachusetts, who in 2000 
developed a painful condition in which 
the spinal cord is compressed. several 
specialists advised a common surgical 
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procedure, which was expected to lead to 
rapid recovery and long-lasting relief. but 
Mr sullivan ‘felt a strong compulsion to 
pray to Cardinal newman’ after seeing the 
tV programme. He cancelled his operation, 
and though for a while he experienced 
less discomfort, his pain eventually 
became ‘intense and incessant’. in august 
2001 he underwent the recommended 
surgery, which was by now complicated 
by additional damage. Mr sullivan was 
advised to have post-operative bed rest 
for four days. on the fifth day he refused 
to walk, but the following day Mr sullivan 
prayed silently to Cardinal newman and 
then took some steps with a walking 
stick. He continued to improve and by 
september he was free of pain and able to 
walk normally. accordingly, the operation 
must be judged a complete success.

Mr sullivan sent an account of his post-
operative recovery to the birmingham 
oratory, who sent him a lock of newman’s 
hair to see whether he might obtain some 
other putative miracles. Mr sullivan reported 
great success with the relic, including raising 
the dead (in reality, the patient, andrew 
Munroe, had been in a state of ‘unresponsive 
wakefulness’). Desperate as the roman 
church was to claim a miracle wrought by 
newman’s intercession, Mr sullivan’s recovery 
after surgery was declared a miracle in 
2009 so that newman could be ‘beatified’ 
in birmingham during the Pope’s visit to 
england the following year.

the ‘miracle’ that enabled newman to be 
canonized relates to Mrs Melissa Villalobos of 
Chicago, who became ‘completely devoted’ 
to newman after seeing the tV programme. 
Having experienced some bleeding at the 
start of her sixth week of pregnancy on 1 
May, 2013, an ultrasound scan indicated 
a subchorionic haematoma (sCH). Mrs 
Villalobos was advised to rest in order that 

the condition could resolve itself naturally. 
on 15 May the bleeding stopped, and a 
scheduled scan that afternoon confirmed 
that the sCH had disappeared. Just like the 
millions of women diagnosed every year with 
sCH, Mrs Villalobos continued with a normal 
pregnancy and was delivered of a healthy 
child. she then wrote to the promoters 
of newman’s canonization declaring 
that she had been praying fervently to 
Cardinal newman just before her bleeding 
subsided. Pope Francis declared it a 
miracle on 13 February, 2019.

NewmaN’s hYPoThesIs oN  
docTRINal develoPmeNT

rome has been keen to canonize newman 
to pave the way for his being ‘numbered 
with athanasius and Chrysostom, 
augustine and aquinas, among the 
Doctors of the Church’ (Cardinal avery 
Dulles). What, then, is it about newman’s 
teaching that is so compelling to rome? 
it is this: when compared to scripture 
and the early Church much of romanism 
appears as a corruption of the original 
deposit of faith, or unbiblical innovation, 
or accretion from false religions. indeed, 
writing to his sister from rome in 1833, 
newman correctly observed that the ‘two 
chief practical delusions of romanism…
the doctrines of the Mass and Purgatory 
are not perversions, but inventions.’ but 
in becoming a romanist newman had 
to reverse his assessments, and he did 
so by inventing a theory of doctrinal 
development, which he published 
immediately after joining rome as an essay 
on the Development of Christian Doctrine. 

newman’s development hypothesis is 
of paramount importance to rome’s 
current apologetics, self-visualization 
and ecumenical stance, as Cardinal 

 

whereas 
augustine’s 
confessions 
is theocentric 
and traces 
the work 
of god in 
himself, 
Newman’s 
apologia 
is an overly 
selective, 
misleading 
and shrewdly 
written 
odyssey, an 
egocentric, 
self-serving 
exercise 
in self-
justification.
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ratzinger (later Pope benedict XVi) 
confirms: ‘newman’s teaching on the 
development of doctrine, which i regard…
as his decisive contribution to the renewal 
of theology… placed the key in our hand…
to recognize the identity of faith in all 
developments’—all roman developments, 
of course. Under newman’s development 
hypothesis, objections that rome 
has invented and assimilated 
doctrines and practices unknown 
and not anticipated in the early 
Church are rendered harmless 
to rome and then hurled back 
against Protestants. 

newman’s hypothesis depends 
on analogies that beg the 
question: newman never 
attempted to show whether 
his analogies were valid, relying 
instead on the romantic 
assumptions of the prevailing 
culture. He adopted an organic 
metaphor, that just as a healthy 
natural organism develops all 
its features not visible hitherto, 
arising from its essential 
principle of life, rather than being 
foreign bodies or corruptions, 
so romanist doctrines were 
contained in embryo in the early Church as 
part of the original deposit of faith, though 
not seen or manifested for centuries. one 
need not therefore expect to find them 
in the scriptures or the early Church: 
‘We are told’ said newman ‘that God has 
spoken. Where? in a book? We have tried 
it and it disappoints’—because it was not 
intended to teach doctrine but ‘to create 
an idea, and that idea is not in the sacred 
text’. only over centuries did the idea, 
to which rome alone was said to have 
remained faithful, develop into doctrine 
in the minds of men and issue as dogma. 
newman admitted as historical fact that 
‘the Papal supremacy was not formally 

acknowledged’ in the early Church, but 
insisted that it is ‘necessary to interpret the 
words and deeds of the earlier Church by 
the determinate teaching of the later’ for 
‘rome knows the meaning of the Fathers 
better than they did’ and the ‘testimony of 
all the Fathers…would not have a feather 
weight against a decision of the Pope’. 

Likewise, as all organisms take in 
resources external to themselves 
to thrive, so the roman church 
assimilated even ‘the instruments 
and appendages of demon-
worship’ without incurring any 
harm (newman quoted Mark 
16:18), but rather adding to her 
life. even heresy ‘discovered a new 
sphere…to which the Church had 
not yet assigned an inhabitant’, 
to which Mary ‘supplies 
the subject of that august 
proposition of which arianism 
provided the predicate…she 
has all those attributes, which…
the arians and other heretics 
applied to our Lord.’ as for the 
charge of corruption, newman 
craftily limited its definition to 
‘the destruction of the norm 
or type’, then pointed to the 

‘chronic continuance’ of rome and her 
ability without disintegration to assimilate 
ungodly elements as ‘notes’ of vitality; her 
holy water, holy days, sacerdotal vestments, 
images, incense and candles ‘were all 
of pagan origin, and sanctified by their 
adoption into the Church’. the absence 
of scriptural support for any of this was 
entirely to be expected where the writers 
were unaware of aspects that would later 
be discovered and assimilated. accordingly, 
the Church of rome, by embracing 
newmanistic ideas, claims that it can be 
the original apostolic church even though 
the apostles and apostolic Fathers would 
not have recognized it as such. o

 
when 
compared 
to scripture 
and the early 
church much 
of Romanism 
appears as a 
corruption of 
the original 
deposit of 
faith, or 
unbiblical 
innovation, 
or accretion 
from false 
religions.
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abby Johnson, wanting to 
help women, worked for 
several years in an abortion 
clinic, beginning as a 
volunteer, and eventually 
becoming the director. 
one day she was called to 
assist a doctor who was 
performing an abortion. 
she saw on the monitor 
the baby struggling for life, 
and how it was destroyed. 
this traumatic experience 
shook her whole world, 
and completely reversed 
her view of abortion. this 
film is a tough watch. 
there’s blood and tears. it 
shows us facts that pro-
abortionists wish to keep 
hidden.
 
in the United kingdom, 
we continue to kill unborn 
babies at a rate of more 
than 200,000 a year. We 
regard ourselves as a highly 
civilized society, but we 
persist with this monstrous 
destruction of life.

Unplanned is a film based on a true story, 
dealing with abortion, the inside story. It is due 
to be released on DVD in the UK on 27 January 
2020 (available on Amazon, £10).

unplanned
f I l m 
R e v I e w
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in the past, it took a 
sustained effort to end 
the cruelty of slavery. 
Many were unwilling to 
give up this wickedness 
from which they were 
profiting financially. 
Campaigners for the 
abolition of slavery 
found it necessary to 
show people the brutal 
treatment of the slaves, 
the degrading conditions, 
the sheer evil of it.
 
in this generation, the 
abolition of abortion will 
be extremely difficult 
to achieve. Perhaps 
Unplanned will play a part 
in this as it enables us to 
see for ourselves the truth. 
it has already received 
some critical reviews, 
which must be expected, 
since it goes against the 
tide. Let us pray that 
the tide will be turned 
and millions of unborn 
children will be spared. o




