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INSIDE
this issue

The Spring Presbyterian Network 
included ‘Technology and the Christian, 
Part 1’.  The promised Part 2 has not yet 
appeared and readers have asked why. 
The subject is clearly important even 
though difficult. Mark Zuckerberg’s 
recent remarks on the new ‘Metaverse’ 
have certainly shown how relevant 
the subject is: he proposes that 
the church should exist within the 
metaverse, and we shall ‘no longer 
think of the synthetic and the real as 
distinct realms’; ‘the metaverse will 
revolutionise our lives’ and ‘opting out 
will likely prove impossible’ (Kit Wison, 
The Spectator, 6 November). 

Yet taking into account all the 
comments received from readers, it 
was felt more appropriate to put the 
material in its entirety in a supplement 
for those who want it. We expect that 
the completed work will be available 
in 2022, and hope that those who are 
concerned will find it helpful. o
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SPOTLIGHT 
on the Churches

03WINTER 2021

On Wednesday 3 November, a commission 
of Presbytery welcomed Ely Presbyterian 
Church, Archer Road, Cardiff, as a member 
of the EPCEW. This is a cause of joyful 
thanks to the Lord, a very special occasion. 

In July 1968, the church at Ely, then ‘Mount 
Pleasant’, seceded from the Presbyterian 
Church of Wales for reasons published 
in a booklet, Whether It Be Right…? From 
that secession congregation, the other 
two congregations in Cardiff – Bethel and 
Immanuel – emerged.

REJOICING TO WELCOME ANOTHER CHURCH

It is a great blessing from the Lord that we 
are now united within the EPCEW. May he 
also grant us wisdom in working together 
for the gospel, and add the fruit of souls 
saved and the churches strengthened, all 
to his own glory. As Psalm 133 shows, it is 
good and pleasant to dwell together in 
unity, and there the Lord commands his 
blessing, life for evermore.

In future issues of the Presbyterian Network, 
we look forward to reading news from Ely.

  Editor
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SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

We are thankful to the Lord and 
encouraged to see new members joining 
the church in recent months. Attendance 
on the Lord’s Day has increased, and now 
that we have resumed the provision of 
refreshments after the services, people 
have stayed on to fellowship and get to 
know one another.

Several of our ministries that 
ceased during the lockdown have 
recommenced. The Adult Bible Class 
has begun again with our elder, Kevin 
McGrane, leading us in the study of 
the Westminster Confession of Faith. 
The Sunday School has resumed for 
the younger children. On Thursdays we 
hold the ‘Early break’ coffee morning at 
8:30 am followed by the ‘Mothers and 
Toddlers’ at 10 am. Both have been well 
attended by those in the community.

Our minister, Matthew Jolley, has 
preached through the Song of Solomon 
in the morning services and Psalm 23 
in the evenings. Both series have been a 
great blessing to the congregation.

The congregation had a thanksgiving 
meal on 21 November. This marked the 
last Lord’s Day in the building where 
we had been worshipping, and we have 
now moved to a new community centre. 
Our prayer is that relationships in the 
surrounding community which have 
been established over many years will 
be renewed and that the Gospel will be 
proclaimed.

  Bill Matthess

  BURY ST EDMUNDS

Christ Church Presbyterian has been encouraged 
by over 25 visitors since re-opening in August. 
Though we are not much larger than a core 
group, our services have tangibly increased 
in attendance with new regulars. Nearly all in 
the congregation have recently moved to Barry 
from other localities in Wales and England. We 
will receive a new member in December. 

Volunteers from local churches supported in 
the distribution of leaflets. Our Toddler Time 
ministry has been well attended by dozens of 
children and adults, during which we teach the 
Bible and befriend our community. We offered 
a Reformation Day event, which included 
lessons, themed activities, food and fellowship. 

The Lord has been abundantly kind. Thank 
you to those who pray for the gospel in Barry.

  Lauren Goodman

  BARRY - CHRIST CHURCH
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SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

A new academic year always brings with 
it the exciting possibility of having new 
students join us, and we have seen a few 
in our services recently, some of whom 
may settle with us. Student years are such 
momentous years; away from home for the 
first time, new folk to meet and new things 
to do. We are praying that it might be a 
great year in the universities here, and that 
many would hear the gospel and respond 
to such great news in this mixed-up world 
of ours.

During the summer we said farewell to 
several families and individuals who have 
been such a part of our fellowship for 
some years. Sadly, this is a feature of life 
in Cambridge. I am pleased to report that 
the Lord in his goodness has been bringing 
others into the church, and over these past 
weeks we have welcomed a number of 
families and individuals into membership. 
What an encouragement this has been to us!

The church building we were in talks about 
in the centre of Cambridge does not at this 
stage seem as if it is going to be a realistic 
prospect for us. Whilst we have nothing 
further to pursue, we do keep this matter 
in our prayers.

We continue to be heartened by being 
able to worship week by week in the way 
that we do, but we want more. We want 
to know a greater love for the Lord, greater 
obedience, a greater zeal for His glory. We 
want to see the kingdom grow … and we 
pray this for you too.

  Peter Leverton

  CAMBRIDGE

This year has been a turbulent one, as it has 
been for many of God’s people. In September 
we welcomed Andrew Graham as our new 
minister. He had recently moved from 
Wrexham with his family. On 5 September, 
Andrew preached his first sermon in his new 
role, choosing to lead us through the book of 
Joshua. During the year, we have welcomed 
four new members and God continues to 
bless us with visitors each week. 

Our joy was tinged with sorrow as the previous 
month, our dear brother and friend, Gareth 
Davies, went to be with his Lord after a long 
and devastating illness. A graveside service was 
held at Margam Cemetery, Port Talbot, and 
a service of thanksgiving for his life and faith 
was held at Highfields Church, Cardiff.

Our prayers for an adjacent piece of land 
to become available from Cardiff Council 
is becoming more urgent as numbers 
continue to grow. We have said goodbye 
to Rev. John Woolley, who has preached on 
many occasions during the period when 
we were without a minister. John has been 
called to Libanus Evangelical Church. We 
will miss him and his wife, Deborah, and 
pray for God’s blessing as he shepherds 
God’s flock in Swansea.

  Patricia Stowell

  CARDIFF – BETHEL

Induction of 
Andrew Graham
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SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

We are looking forward to January, when 
Benjamin Mitchell is coming to assist in 
ministry. There is much to do. Recently some 
young people from the neighbourhood 
have started to attend the church again.

Currently ministry is focusing on Revelation 
and Leviticus. In recent midweek Bible 
Studies, questions such as how to read 
the Bible well, and the which version of 
the Bible to use, have been tackled. We 
continue to teach the covenant children 
and are delighted to see them growing in 
understanding and faith. 

On Thursday evenings we have a men’s 
class tackling basic doctrines of the faith. 
The church building is open at certain 
times during the week. We are thankful for 
every contact with the neighbourhood.

We pray that the Lord would grant us a 
period of peace and strengthening, and 
indeed that he would revive his churches 
in our city and across the land.

  Peter Naylor

  CARDIFF - IMMANUEL

At the beginning of September, we 
enjoyed a church Away Day together. This 
was held at an outdoor education centre 
on the Essex coast and was well attended. 
The topic for the day was ‘Heaven on Earth 
– the healthy local church’, and our speaker 
was Andrew Grey, minister of Immanuel, 
Brentwood. He led three sessions: ‘God has 

  CHELMSFORD

a plan for the healthy local church’, ‘Church 
members are to pursue unity’, and ‘A 
healthy church is founded on the Bible’. His 
ministry was enriching and challenging, 
and gave us much to think about.

During free time in the afternoon, we 
were able to enjoy some of the activities 
available at the centre, ranging from 
archery and climbing, to a trip out by boat 
to see the local colony of seals. The day 
finished with a barbecue in the evening. 
This is the first time we have held a day 
away, but it was agreed that it is something 
that we could do again in the future. Not 
only was there good teaching, but we all 
enjoyed the activities and the opportunities 
for informal fellowship during the day.

Recently we have received three people into 
membership. It is always such a blessing to 
welcome new members, and we thank God 
for this encouragement. In our week-night 
meeting, Darren has been doing a series on 
the Westminster Confession of Faith. 

Our fortnightly group, Impact (for students 
and young adults), is up and running 
properly now that covid restrictions are 
lifted, and numbers have been encouraging. 
Darren and Glad kindly provide a lunch for 
those who attend, and this is followed by 
teaching and discussion. Please pray that 
a number of people who have visited the 
church recently will decide to join us.

  Ruth Ferguson
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SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

We have restarted the weekly ‘Jesus and 
Me’ (JAM) Club for primary school age 
children, and the monthly PrimeTime for 
more mature members and friends. Prior 
to this, some of us plodded the streets 
around the church distributing cards, 
inviting our neighbours to these meetings, 
which are held in the renovated hall. It is 
encouraging to see the number of children 
coming to JAM Club.

We were prevented again from going 
to Mangalia, Romania. However, we 
continue to send support; this year the 
Harvest Thanksgiving offering was sent to 
Mangalia. The church also participated in 
the Blythswood Shoebox Appeal, sending 
28 boxes to Hungary. These boxes contain 
gifts of essential items as well as Christian 
literature.

  CHELTENHAM –  
       NAUNTON LANE

We continue to meet in the church 
building for two services on the Lord’s Day 
and twice a month in the midweek for 
prayer and Bible study. Rev. Carl Peet has 
accepted a call to the Midlands. We miss 
him and the consistent ministry which he 
gave to us during his short stay. 

Some have still not returned to the church. 
However, we have a faithful core who are 
present at almost every meeting. One of those 
who attends the church regularly needed 
hospital treatment and is still very weak, and 
would like to be strong enough to return to 
worship. The son of one of our members died 
recently and another member has needed 
hospital care after a stroke.

The spare land which the church owns is 
looking untidy at the moment and is on 
the agenda for discussion at the AGM.

  Peter Winch

  HULL

Matt has continued preaching through 
the Gospel of Mark in the Sunday morning 
services, the books of Ezra and Haggai in 
the evening, and the Psalms of Ascent in 
the midweek Bible Studies. The Sunday 
services are still live-streamed for the 
elderly and vulnerable.

It is a special delight to receive Mia Ludeman 
and Andy Bishop into membership as 
these two young people were part of 
the congregation in the years before the 
coronavirus restrictions were imposed.

  Tai-Tuck Yu

Andy Bishop with Matt Faux
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Our Lord’s Day services continue to be a 
highlight of the weekly cycle. We are profiting 
from sermons from the book of Acts in the 
morning and Isaiah in the evening services. 
We meet online on Tuesday nights, including 
with saints from Lincoln, in order to revisit 
the content of the sermons preached the 
previous Lord’s Day in Sheffield. This has 
forged growing relationships between 
Sheffield and Lincoln, especially given that 
Lincoln does not have a pastor on the ground. 

In early September, we began praying for 
one hour on Saturday night to ask the Lord 
for his blessing on the morning and evening 
services. How we long for the Lord’s blessing 
upon our worship services in greater ways 
than we have seen before. As a session we 
have to deliberate on the potential addition 
of many new members for Sheffield and 
Lincoln, and new members classes will be 
needed to wisely pastor people carefully, 
lovingly and with discernment. 

  Kevin Bidwell

  SHEFFIELD

SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

In the last three months pulpit supply has 
been provided almost every week for two 
services for this church planting work. The 
core has grown with new people added and 
recently there were more than 20 people in 
attendance. We have a meeting place, and 
we have also benefited from meeting online 
with saints in Sheffield. This has provided 
mutual encouragement and prayer. 

Wisdom is needed for the Sheffield session 
to give leadership for this work. In the longer 
term we need a minister and other office 
bearers and this must be a priority in our 
prayers. Let us give thanks that the work is 
showing many positive signs of health, but 
our feet are planted on the ground with 
realistic soberness as we move forwards. 

(Note a correction: in the summer issue 
of the Network Lincoln reported that 
there had been no in-person worship or 
studies for 17 months, but it would be more 
accurate to say that at times they had had 
restricted in-person worship.) 

  Kevin Bidwell

  LINCOLN

Our Lord has sustained Rev. Chris Statter in 
continued ministry through Acts on Lord’s 
Day mornings. We are grateful for the 
ministry of men from Presbytery and for Ben 
Lowery who has been leading worship once 
a month. The midweek meeting re-starting 
has been a blessing. We gather in Salford to 
pray and join Solihull online for Bible study. 

We were recently encouraged to welcome 

  SALFORD

two families into membership, and a 
member returned from their home country 
overseas. Others have been attending 
regularly, and we have had guests and 
visitors come under the sound of the Word. 
We pray that all would be drawn to Christ 
and committed to his people. 

Some feel our weakness presently, whether 
impacted by the pandemic, or feeling 
advancing years, work pressures, family needs 
or health concerns. We look to the Lord to 
keep, equip, and sustain us in his service.

  Rosemary Statter
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  SUNDERLAND

The Lord has provided us with a school 
building to meet in morning and evening 
on the Lord’s Day. We thank him for his 
provision whilst still looking to him to 
provide a permanent place which can call 
‘our own’. We are seeking God’s wisdom to 
know how to reach out to the community 
in our new location with the gospel. We 
continue to welcome visitors from other 
churches and some who do not go to 
church, and pray the Lord will bring them 
to himself and into membership with us.

Jonny Umpleby was ordained as an elder 
on 19 September and has begun to serve 
faithfully among us. We recently welcomed 
two new members. Our minister Stephen 
Dancer began kidney dialysis in mid-
November. Pray for him and Susan as they 
undertake this significant change in their lives.

There are still those who are struggling to 
return to regular Sunday worship following 
the pandemic and some who have drifted 
away. May the Lord draw them back to 
himself and his people.

We have been blessed to have Salford 
Presbyterian Church join us (remotely) for our 
mid-week Bible Study and Prayer meetings. 

  Rachel Morgan

  SOLIHULL

SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

As the year approaches its conclusion, 
we testify with thankfulness and relief 
to God’s sustaining hand. In contrast to 
the lockdowns and uncertainties of last 
autumn, and a number of people departing 
earlier this year, we have enjoyed a season of 
recent encouragement. Several new visitors 

have brightened our doors. It is astonishing 
to see how the Lord has brought together 
His people from a range of countries and 
circumstances to create a mosaic, a diverse 
but complementary group in an unlikely 
corner of England. 

We have just begun a children’s Sunday 
School after the morning service, which is 
exciting for the small bunch attending. We 
look forward to the evangelistic opportunities 
of the midwinter season, including our 
annual Christmas Eve service. Pray that 
new local people would come along.

‘If one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it; or if one member is honoured, 
all the members rejoice with it’ (1 Cor. 12:26). 
This has been our recent experience, for 
alongside two church weddings we have 
had three family bereavements. The elation 
and the struggle of individuals have been 
shared by the whole body. We pray for 
healing for all those who suffer.

  Nathan Hilton

Since the end of June, we have held services 
every Sunday morning. We are not many, 
just 10 to 12 people. But we have two new 
visitors coming regularly, young people who 
found us on the internet. They were looking 
for a church where the preaching of God’s 
Word was central. That is encouraging. 
Hopefully they will find this in our church.

Trygve has been at a conference called 
‘Reform Sweden’ and has made some 
connections with pastors who can come 
and preach in our church. God bless you all 
and please keep us in your prayers. o

  Trygve Lundblad 

  TRANÅS, SWEDEN
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In October, the 
conference on 
Revival was held 
at All Saints, 
Newcastle. It was a 
joy to gather with 
many brothers and 
sisters, and to know 
that others were 
watching the live 
broadcast.

Online recordings:  Access the recorded addresses on the 
Westminster Presbyterian Theological Seminary website - 
www.presbyterianseminary.org.uk/conference

REVIVAL 
CONFERENCE

10 PRESBYTERIAN NETWORK
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MAN’S GREATEST NEED

The international conference on climate 
change (COP 26) recently met in Glasgow. 
The Tron Church displayed a banner: 
‘The world’s most urgent need is churches 
preaching Christ crucified not climate 
change’. Christian Concern reports that within 
48 hours that banner had been torn down.

MOTHER EARTH?  
PAGANISM ENTERS THE CHURCH

‘Gaia installation arrives at Norwich’s St. 
Peter Mancroft’ was the headline. In the 
centre of the sanctuary was a large sculpture 
of the earth as seen from space (7 metres in 
diameter), and arrangements were in place 
for visitors to experience it from above, or 
wander underneath to engage with the 
planet. The object, named Gaia after the 
Mother of All in Greek mythology, was said 
to evoke a sense of awe and responsibility 
for the planet. Rev. Dr Fiona Haworth read 
a declaration: ‘Here at St Peter’s we are 
committed to taking action on Climate 
Change…’ This is false religion, is it not?

WORLD POPULATION 

Is the population of the world too big? 

‘Our population has become so large that 
the Earth cannot cope – approaching 
8 billion’ says Population Matters. They 
preach that ‘Biodiversity loss, climate 
change, pollution, deforestation, water and 
food shortage—these are all exacerbated by 
our huge and ever-increasing numbers. Our 
impact on the environment is a product 
of our consumption and our numbers. We 
must address both.’

But what does the Bible say? 

 Genesis informs us that God, our Creator, 
blessed the human race with a mandate: 
‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and 
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth’ 
(Genesis 1:27-28). And from the nations 
and families of the world, he is calling his 
children to himself.

THE MOSES STATEMENT 
(AUSTRALIA)

When the Australian government ordered 
churches to close, church leaders 
addressed the government in ‘The Moses 
Statement.’

This was a measured, biblical statement, 
testifying that the worship of God is essential, 
the most vital activity in life, and insisting 
that the churches must not be closed.

11WINTER 2022

COMMENT 
‘IF ONLY THEY KNEW….’
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Grace

12 PRESBYTERIAN NETWORK

WE SHALL ALL BE 
CHANGED, IN A 

MOMENT, IN THE 
TWINKLING OF AN 
EYE, AT THE LAST 
TRUMP: FOR THE 
TRUMPET SHALL 

SOUND, AND THE 
DEAD SHALL BE 

RAISED.
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Resurrection
MAURICE ROBERTS

The Bible makes it very clear that the 
doctrine of the resurrection is at the very 
heart of the gospel. Christ himself decrees: 
‘I am the resurrection and the life’ (John 
11:25). The Apostle Paul affirms that if the 
resurrection be false there is no such thing 
as salvation or forgiveness: ‘If Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your 
sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). The Christian’s hope of 
heaven is based on the gospel promise of 
God that believers will attain to eternal glory 
at the final resurrection on the last day: we 
have a ‘lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead’ (1 Peter 1:3).

What is resurrection? It is the rising up of the 
dead to life. There is a resurrection of the 
soul to newness of life (Eph. 2:1-4). There is 
also at the end of time, to be a resurrection 
of the dead: ‘We shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised’ (1 Cor. 15:51, 52).

So resurrection is necessary for everyone if 
they are to have hope of going to heaven. 
The resurrection of the soul occurs when 
a sinner is born again (John 3:3). He is now 
lifted up by God’s grace from being dead in 

sin to becoming alive in the soul and able 
to believe in the truths of the gospel.
The resurrection of the body occurs when 
the body is, at the end of the world, raised 
up from the grave and made ready for 
heaven.

Both believers and unbelievers will be 
raised up from the grave at the end of 
time, when the Lord Jesus Christ returns 
in his glory. The Westminster Confession of 
Faith expresses this truth very clearly: ‘The 
bodies of the unjust shall, by the power of 
Christ, be raised to dishonour; the bodies 
of the just, by his Spirit, unto honour, and 
be made conformable to his (Christ’s) own 
glorious body’ (Chapter 32: Of the state of 
men after Death, and of the Resurrection 
of the Dead).

Therefore this subject of the resurrection 
is profoundly relevant to all mankind, 
whether believers or unbelievers. When, at 
the return of Christ, the believers are raised 
from the grave, they will have a glorious, 
sinless and perfect body and will be 
welcomed into the eternal happiness and 
holiness of heaven, to be with the three 
blessed Persons of the Triune God.

13WINTER 2021

The Doctrine of the 
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All unbelievers will be raised up 
from the dead and will, both 
in soul and body, be cast into 
hell. Christ, the Judge, will say 
to them: ‘Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his 
angels’ (Matt. 25:41).

However, the most important 
resurrection of all is that of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
crucified and was for three days 
in a state of death, but who 
rose again from the dead as 
the Saviour of all believers. It is 
easy to scoff at the resurrection 
of Christ, but scoffers must 
bear in mind the earth-shaking 
transformations which came 
about as the result of Christ’s 
glorious resurrection: 

1. The resurrection of Christ was 
witnessed by the apostles, 
who were ready to lay down 
their lives to affirm that 
Christ’s resurrection was true. 

2. The apostles themselves 
were profoundly changed in 
character by their experience 
of the resurrection of Christ. 

3. The gospel of Jesus Christ, 
which tells the world of 
Christ’s resurrection, has a 
world-transforming effect 
upon mankind and is now 
believed in by many, many 
millions of people all over 
the globe, who have come to 
faith in Christ as the Saviour 
of the world.

Scoffers who dismiss the 

resurrection of Christ as a fable 
should make it their study 
to explain how the tomb of 
Christ became empty and why 
thousands of highly intelligent 
people came so quickly to 
believe in the resurrection of 
Christ (Acts 2:41; 4:4; 13:48; 28:28). 
As we all know, today there 
are many millions of people, of 
more or less all languages, who 
have come to believe in Christ as 
the Saviour of our fallen world.

It is of some help to take 
notice of the excuses which 
different people make to 
justify their refusal to believe 
in the resurrection of Christ. 
The following are among the 
excuses invented by unbelievers 
to try to justify their refusal to 
believe what God, in Scripture, 
tells us about the resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ:

1. ‘Christ never really died at all.’ 
These people say that 
he fell into a state of 
unconsciousness but then 
later recovered and was 
thought to have raised 
himself from the dead. This 
idea is believed by some who 
reject the biblical doctrine of 
Christ’s resurrection. 
 
But it is absurd to think 
that Jesus, as we read in 
the Bible that he was at 
his resurrection, could be 
imagined to be struggling to 
get his breath! We know he 
was not half-dead! So many 
wonderful things did Christ 
that ‘the world itself could 

Both believers 
and unbelievers 
will be raised 
up from the 
grave at the 
end of time, 
when the Lord 
Jesus Christ 
returns in his 
glory.

The gospel of 
Jesus Christ, 
which tells the 
world of Christ’s 
resurrection 
has a world-
transforming 
effect upon 
mankind.
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not contain the books that should be 
written’ (John 21:25). The apostles were 
honest men and not liars. If they had 
seen Jesus looking half-dead, after the 
resurrection, they would have told us. 

2. A second method of denying the 
resurrection of Christ is to teach that 
the disciple told lies to pretend Christ 
was risen from the dead. But the 
disciples of Christ were not liars. They 
gave their lives to spread the gospel 
and were ready to die in order to 
honour Christ and to bring precious 
souls to salvation. If they knew the 
resurrection to be a lie they would not 
have been willing to die in defence of 
a lie which they themselves had made 
up. 

3. A third method of denying the 
resurrection of Christ is to say that the 
disciples had such a high regard for 
Christ that they imagined they saw 
Him! They were so emotional and 
excited when Mary Magdalene said to 
them that she had seen the Lord that 
they had an imaginary vision! They 
wanted him so much that their minds 

became convinced they had seen him, 
when in fact they had not seen him! It 
is absurd to believe such a foolish idea.

The answer is to go back to the Bible 
narrative and see that the disciples were 
not, at this time, excited. They were 
depressed and they were not ready to 
believe in the resurrection. We see this in 
the words of Thomas, one of the twelve 
disciples. He is recorded to have heard a 
report from other disciples that they had 
seen the resurrected Lord Jesus. He then 
responded: ‘Except I shall see in his hands 
the print of the nails…I will not believe’ 
(John 20:25). The apostles were genuine 
human beings. They did not give their lives 
to promote a gospel which was nothing 
more than a fairy-tale.

Christ , who died for poor needy sinners, 
rose again to prepare a place in heaven for 
us to enjoy eternal glory with God. Those 
who deny the resurrection will do well 
to kneel down and humbly ask God to 
be given true faith in Jesus Christ. Those 
who believe the Word of God will one day 
SEE Christ for themselves in the heavenly 
world where Christ now is. o

CHRIST , WHO 
DIED FOR POOR 
NEEDY SINNERS, 
ROSE AGAIN TO 
PREPARE A PLACE 
IN HEAVEN FOR US 
TO ENJOY ETERNAL 
GLORY WITH GOD.
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NOT 
ONE 
OF 
US!

REV. DR PETER J. NAYLOR
‘For everyone will be seasoned 
with fire, and every sacrifice will 
be seasoned with salt. Salt is good, 
but if the salt loses its flavour, 
how will you season it? Have salt 
in yourselves, and have peace 
with one another.’ 

Mark 9:49,50

E V E R Y 

S A C R I F I C E  W I L L 

B E  S E A S O N E D 

W I T H  S A L T



17WINTER 2021

The disciples saw a man casting out demons 
in the name of Jesus and they stopped 
him ‘because he does not follow us.’ The 
man did not belong to the company of 
the disciples, and so they stopped him.  
John told the Lord, and probably he was 
expecting the Lord’s approval. What he got 
was correction, very strongly put.

When you read Mark 9:38-50, it is a mistake 
to take individual verses in abstraction 
from the whole. One of the fundamental 
principles of interpretation is context: read 
a verse in its context.

Our Lord noted that this ‘outsider’ had 
nevertheless been publicly identifying with 
him, performing a miracle in his name. He 
was on Christ’s side. He was not against 
them (verses 39-40).

Furthermore, our Lord goes further. 
‘Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink 
in my name…will by no means lose his 
reward’ (verse 41). In other words, the least 
service performed for those who belong 
to him will not go unrewarded. The Lord 
knows very well all that is done in his 
service, and he is a faithful and just Lord.

However, woe betide the person who 
stumbles one of Christ’s little ones. This is 
the burden of verses 42-48. Giving a cup of 
water and causing someone to stumble are 
opposites: serving and encouraging is the 
opposite of hindering and discouraging. 
And this is no small matter. Consider the 
weight of these verses. How terrible to have 
a millstone hung around your neck and 
to be drowned. How terrible to be cast 
into hell, into the fire that can never be 
quenched. Our Lord repeats that warning 
three times. 

These words must have come to John and 
the other disciples with shocking force. 

Is that not precisely what they had just 
done? They found a man who was not 
as privileged as they, the Twelve, were – 
called to be with Christ every day and to 
follow him and learn from him! But even 
so, this unknown man had been seeking 
to serve the Lord. And they had indeed 
discouraged, yes, even prevented him from 
doing so. They may have stumbled this 
outsider, telling him to stop serving the 
Lord.

We must not isolate verses 43-48 from 
the surrounding verses. Jesus is warning 
his disciples about hell. The threefold 
repetition adds tremendous emphasis. ‘If 
your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 
better for you to enter into life maimed, 
rather than having two hands, to go to hell, 
into the fire that shall never be quenched 
– where “their worm does not die and the 
fire is not quenched.”’ This is repeated three 
times – hand, foot, eye. Jesus is urging his 
disciples to spare no pains to cut this sin 
out of their lives. 

But what sin is in view? It is a divisive, party 
spirit that belittles and stumbles one of 
these little ones. ‘He is not one of us, so he 
cannot serve the Lord.’

After this warning, our Lord Jesus goes on 
to teach two principles (verses 49-50): ‘For 
everyone will be seasoned with fire, and 
every sacrifice will be seasoned with salt. 
Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavour, 
how will you season it? Have salt among 
yourselves and have peace with one another.’ 
These words might seem very enigmatic 
and obscure. Our Lord is couching his 
teaching in Old Testament terms.

The word ‘seasoned’ is very important. In 
Leviticus 2:13, the Lord commanded that 
every sacrifice offered by fire on the altar 
was to be seasoned with salt. This salt, a 
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sign of God’s covenant with his people, 
symbolized that they and their offerings 
were ‘tasty’ to him. A similar expression was 
‘a sweet-smelling fragrance’. In other words, 
the Lord takes delight in his people and in 
their offerings. 

Speaking like this, Jesus is confirming what 
he has already said in verse 41. The Lord 
desires the service of all his people, even 
the least ‘significant’ ones, and even the 
smallest service is an acceptable offering. 
Surely this is a strong encouragement to 
us all. 
 
But then, in verse 50, Jesus teaches a 
lesson that we need to learn. He desires 
peace among his covenant people. 
Without peace, we lose our tastiness. How 
shall we offer our service to the Lord if 
we are not at peace with one another? 
Remember the Sermon on the Mount? ‘If 
you bring your gift to the altar and there 
remember your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar, [do not offer it yet]. First go and 
be reconciled to your brother; and then 
come and offer your gift’ (Matt. 5:23-24). 
‘Blessed are the peace makers’ (Matt. 5:9). 
‘If it is possible, as much as depends on 
you, live peaceably with all men… Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good’ (Rom. 12:18,21). ‘Pursue peace with 
all, and holiness, without which no one will 
see the Lord’ (Heb. 12:14).

History has seen the church divide many 
times:

 » 1054, the division between east and 
west. 

 » In the 1500s, the Reformation gave rise 
to Lutherans, Reformed Churches, and 
the Church of England under Henry VIII. 

 » The ‘Puritans’ were not satisfied with 
the compromised Church of England, 

and some became independent. 
Others were ejected, notably in 1662 
(D. M. Lloyd-Jones, From Puritanism to 
Nonconformity, 1962).

 » Arminians and Baptists separated into 
new parties in the 1600s. 

 » In the late 1700s the Methodists parted 
from the Church of England. 

 » In 1811, the Presbyterians of Wales 
reluctantly separated from it. 

 » In 1903, the Pentecostal movement 
began.

 » In the 1950s charismatics separated and 
formed new churches.

Most, if not all, of these divisions occurred 
because of differences in doctrine. 

This history of division presents our 
churches with certain challenges. 
The need to preach the truth remains 
unmodified, even if some truths are 
rejected by many. The solution to 
denominational division is not to conceal, 
overlook, or abandon doctrines that divide. 
Ministers and elders have a responsibility 
to preach the whole counsel of God and to 
refute error: ‘holding fast the faithful word 
as he has been taught, that he may be able 
by sound doctrine both to exhort and to 
convince those who contradict’ (Titus 1:9). 

There is also a need to distinguish between 
the true church and the false. The Belgic 
Confession (1561), which affirms the 
universal church (Article 27) and that it is 
‘everyone’s duty to join the church’ (Art. 28), 
also sets out the marks of the true church: 

‘It practises the pure preaching of 
the gospel. It maintains the pure 
administration of the sacraments as 
Christ instituted them. It exercises church 
discipline for correcting and punishing 
sins. In short, it governs itself according to 
the pure Word of God, rejecting all things 
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contrary to it, and regarding Jesus Christ as 
the only Head’ (Art. 29). 

But things are not always black and white: 
‘This catholic [universal] church hath been 
sometimes more, sometimes less visible’ 
(WCF 25.4) and ‘The purest churches under 
heaven are subject both to mixture and 
error; and some have so degenerated 
as to become no churches of Christ, but 
synagogues of Satan’ (WCF 25.5).

Presbyterian Churches around the world 
hold the Westminster Confession of Faith. It 
grounds the church on the holy 
Scripture, inspired, infallible, 
inerrant. Its theology is covenant 
theology. Its soteriology is 
salvation by Christ alone, by 
grace alone, through faith alone. 
Such God-centred teaching is 
God honouring: all the glory 
must be to the Lord.

But when we look at other 
denominations and see brothers 
and sisters seeking to serve the 
Lord, we must steadfastly avoid 
the sin into which the disciples 
fell on that day. Without falling 
into the trap of thinking that 
what we believe does not 
matter – it certainly does (read 
Spurgeon’s Lectures to My Students, 
Chapter XVI) – nevertheless we must not be 
possessed of a constricted spirit. A proud, 
party spirit must not be ours. Brotherly love 
must abound; narrow-minded judgmental 
thoughts be banished by grace. 

Let the teaching of Jesus resound in our 
hearts: anyone who truly serves the Lord, 
even if not of our denomination, will not 
lose his reward. Every sacrifice offered to 
God is ‘seasoned with salt’; it is delightful 
to the Lord, when offered in the name of 

Jesus Christ. He alone, our great high priest, 
stands as our heavenly intercessor. Whatever 
service we offer in this life is always tainted 
by sin; but we have a great high priest in 
the heavens who daily intercedes for all his 
people. Therefore we can take delight in 
the service of brothers and sisters who are 
not within our own EPCEW. 

A generous spirit has been found in 
the most useful of God’s servants. It is 
well-known that George Whitfield was 
once asked, ‘Do you think we shall see 
Mr Wesley in heaven?’ Mr Wesley was an 

Arminian, not a Calvinist. He 
was not at all sound in doctrine 
in that respect! But Whitfield’s 
answer says it all: ‘No! he will 
be much nearer to the throne.’ 
Whitfield understood. The same 
hallmark can be discovered 
in such a preacher as Charles 
Spurgeon. 

In a recent issue of the 
Presbyterian Network, we 
commended a biography of 
Pierre Viret (1511-71). He was 
renowned as a peacemaker. 
A very striking incident in his 
life happened when he passed 
through Valence (in France), 
where his adversary, the Jesuit, 

Edmond Auger, was to be burned at the 
stake. Viret interceded for him but without 
success, and so, ‘seeing that all entreaties 
were vain, leapt upon the scaffold and, 
interposing his very life to save his enemy, 
declared that if Auger were to die, he also 
would share his fate’ (page 170). 

May the love of Christ so flood our hearts, 
so that we may do some good in the 
complexities of church life today, and so be 
a means of encouragement and blessing 
to others. o

Whatever 
service we 
offer in this 
life is always 
tainted by 
sin; but we 
have a great 
high priest in 
the heavens 
who daily 
intercedes for 
all his people.
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I haven’t found any Christian who is 
satisfied with his prayer life. We can 
always find something that needs to be 
improved. Maybe you want more time 
to pray. Maybe you need to find time at 
all. Sometimes you wonder if the quality 
of your prayers is sufficient, or if you find 
the right words. When we hear older, 
experienced Christians pray, we quickly 
think that our prayers are not as good as 
theirs. 

There is always room for improvement in 
our prayer life. But how can we improve?

PRAYING 
WITH 
JESUS

P
A

R
T 

I

What is prayer?

Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 98: What is prayer? 

Answer: 
Prayer is an offering up of our desires 
unto God, for things agreeable to 
his will, in the name of Christ, with 
confession of our sins, and thankful 
acknowledgment of his mercies.

REV. JOHANNES MÜLLER
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It is definitely true that the first thing we 
need to do is to plan when we pray. For 
generations, prayer was the first thing a 
Christian did in the morning. But screens 
and other distractions keep us away from it. 
We constantly feel we do not have enough 
time for everything we need and want to 
do. A fixed time for prayer is probably the 
best discipline, next to attending church 
on Sundays, for a Christian. 

But regardless of the time, we sometimes 
just need a little encouragement to pray. 
We find encouragement in the Shorter 
Catechism. It helps us to understand the 
Lord’s Prayer and to put it into practice. The 
encouragement ultimately comes from 
our Lord himself. In Luke 11, his disciples 
ask him how to pray. Jesus teaches them 
the Lord’s Prayer. The aim of this series is 
to motivate us to pray and to help us in 
prayer. 

Before we get into the prayer of our 
Lord, the Catechism answers the simple 
question of what prayer is. This answer 
already puts some things in order for us. In 
this article we will see 5 short helps.

1. WE PRAY TO GOD

The catechism says we bring our desires 
before God. This means that we come 
before the Father with what is on our 
hearts. Prayer is not primarily about 
memorizing formulas. It is about bringing 
our requests before our heavenly Father. In 
1 Peter 5: 7, the apostle encourages us to 
bring our concerns to God, for he will take 
care of us. So we are encouraged to bring 
all our concerns before God. 

This seems obvious to us. Who else should 
I pray to? I grew up in a beautiful Bavarian 
village where being Catholic was not a 

choice, but everyday life. When we moved 
there, people thought we were Jehovah’s 
Witnesses or something similar. We were 
more or less the first Protestants to live in 
that village. Our neighbours knew exactly 
which saint was responsible for which 
request. If you lost your key, there was this 
saint, and if you were ill, there was another 
one. When the catechism was written, this 
was exactly what was deeply ingrained in 
people’s minds. In order to come before 
God, we need quite a few to intercede for 
us. So we pray to the saints. 

But the catechism reminds us of the 
simple truth that in Christ we have free 
access to the Father. ‘Therefore, since we 
have a great high priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast to the confession! For 
we have not a high priest who could not 
have compassion on our infirmities, but 
one who in all things was tempted in like 
manner as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
therefore approach the throne of grace 
with boldness, that we may obtain mercy 
and find grace for timely help’ (Hebrews 
4:14-16). 

2. WE PRAY IN THE  
NAME OF CHRIST

The second encouragement to giving is the 
simple truth that we come to God in the 
name of Jesus Christ. The normal pattern in 
the New Testament is to pray to the Father 
in the name of Jesus Christ and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. In Romans 8 Paul 
shows us the glorious truth that the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness in prayer. 

The catechism reminds us that we pray 
in the name of Christ. This simple fact is 
encouragement in itself. And the Larger 
Catechism, in questions 180 and 182, shows 
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operations. But we do not know if God’s 
will for our them is health. We know that 
they ought to be transformed into the 
image of Christ. Let us pray that they will 
find peace in God’s providence, that they 
may be kind and loving to the nurses, 
doctors and other patients, despite their 
suffering. Let us pray that they can be a 
witness for Christ in their suffering. 

Praying according to God’s will means 
reflecting on what God has promised us. 
What does God want us to do that we 
need His help with? Every challenge, every 
suffering and every unpleasant situation 

gives us the opportunity to 
reflect on what God promises 
and demands in his Word and 
to pray accordingly.

4. WE CONFESS  
OUR SINS

When we come before God, we 
must never forget to whom we 
come. We come to our heavenly 
Father who loves us and wants 
to give us everything we need. 
We pray to the almighty God 
who can give us everything. 
We pray to the holy God who 
cannot tolerate sin and must 
punish the sinner. 

 
Before the thrice holy God, Isaiah trembles, 
when he sees his glory. He is the God 
before whose voice Israel trembles when 
they hear him from Mount Sinai. We must 
not forget what Hebrews confirms to us; 
our God is a consuming fire. 

Thus we have only one way to come before 
our God: through Jesus Christ himself. 
We come on the basis of the wonderful 
promise: ‘If we confess our sins, he is 

us that we find all encouragement to pray 
in Christ alone and that he alone is the 
basis for our coming to the Father. Praying 
in the name of Christ is not an appendage 
to prayer, but our motivation to pray. 
Without Christ, I would have no hope that 
my prayer would be answered. Without 
Christ, I would have no confidence to go 
into prayer.

3. WE PRAY ACCORDING  
TO GOD’S WILL

The third simple truth of prayer is that 
we pray not what we want, 
but what God wants. Is 
this the point we like least? 
Does it mean then that my 
problems and my worries are 
unimportant? Does it mean 
that we should not bring our 
concerns before God? Should 
we then just quote Bible verses?

All such objections show that 
we have missed the point. Of 
course, we should bring our 
requests before God. But prayer 
is not only about us and our 
well-being; it is, as always, for 
the glory of God. Therefore, we 
should reflect on what exactly 
we are praying for. 

The test that lies before us is important and 
may determine our future. For example, 
this does not mean that the student 
should pray for good grades, but rather 
that God will help him to learn to manage 
his time properly, to concentrate, that 
he will be ashamed of his performance, 
regardless of the result. 

When brothers and sisters are in hospital, 
we tend to pray for health and successful 

Prayer is not 
only about 
us and our 
well-being; it 
is, as always, 
for the glory of 
God. Therefore, 
we should 
reflect on what 
exactly we are 
praying for.
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faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:19). Thus 
we come before God to ask him 
to forgive us. Our confession even 
explicitly calls us to repent of our 
specific sins: ‘men ought not to 
content themselves with a general 
repentance, but it is every man’s 
duty to endeavor to repent of his 
particular sins, particularly’ (WCF 
15.5). 

This truth is an encouragement 
because we do not come before 
our Father hopelessly, as if we 
do not know what is happening 
to our sins. We come with the 
assurance that he forgives them 
for Christ’s sake, that he clothes us 
in his righteousness. 

5. WE GIVE THANKS  
FOR HIS MERCY

Finally, the catechism reminds us 
of an essential part of our Christian 
life. Gratitude. We thank God for 
his mercy. This begins, of course, 
with thanksgiving for our salvation. 
But it goes beyond that. For God’s 
Word reminds us again and again 
that God gives lavishly out of his 
riches. 

God is not stingy with his grace 
and mercy. He lavishes on his 
people whom he loves. Psalm 103 
is a great praise of God’s mercy. 
‘A Psalm of David. Bless the 
LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits: who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities; 

who healeth all thy diseases; 
who redeemeth thy life from 
destruction; who crowneth thee 
with lovingkindness and tender 
mercies’ (Psalm 103:1-4).

Paul exhorts us in Romans 12 to 
offer our lives as a sacrifice, on the 
basis of God’s great mercy. Our 
lives are characterized by gratitude 
and our prayer life should reflect 
this. Often our prayers are a great 
collection of all the suffering 
and sorrows that surround us. 
That is good and right. But they 
should also be filled with great 
joy and gratitude. For God has not 
only redeemed us. He carries us 
through this world every day.

Prayer, then, is not simply stringing 
together memorized formulas. 
Nor is prayer a simple duty to be 
a good Christian. Prayer is also 
not about fulfilling our desires. 
Our confessions define prayer as a 
means of grace. A means that God 
has given us to present Christ and 
His benefits to us. We pray so that 
God’s will may be done. We pray 
so that we receive what God has 
promised us. 

Thus prayer is not a therapeutic 
exercise to make us feel better. 
Prayer is the essential element 
in our lives to humble ourselves 
before God. As soon as we enter 
into prayer, we confess that we 
are weak and depend on God’s 
grace and power for everything. 
The encouragement we find in 
prayer is not that our desires, some 
of which are sinful, will be fulfilled, 
but that God is sovereign over all 
and no one is like Him. o

When we 
come before 
God, we 
must never 
forget to 
whom we 
come... 
Hebrews 
confirms 
to us; our 
God is a 
consuming 
fire.

Prayer 
is not a 
therapeutic 
exercise to 
make us 
feel better. 
Prayer is the 
essential 
element 
in our lives 
to humble 
ourselves 
before God.
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PSALM  2:7
Sing Psalms, following the NIV, has:

The king then solemnly declares:
“I will proclaim the Lord’s decree.
‘Today your father I’ve become;
You are my son,’ he said to me.”

I prefer this:
Now let me solemnly declare,
I will proclaim the LORD’s decree:
‘Today I have begotten you;
You are my son,’ he said to me.

The Son is speaking about the Father’s 
decree regarding himself. The New 
Testament explains that ‘I have begotten 
you’ refers to the Father’s raising of Jesus 
Christ from death and highly exalting 
him (Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5; 5:5) in answer 
to his prayer (John 17:3). As it originally 
stands in Sing Psalms (and the NIV), the 
change concerns God the Father, giving an 
impression that the fatherhood of God had 
a beginning, which is incorrect, and comes 
close to the ancient Arian heresy.

SING PSALMS
Many of our churches have benefited greatly from Sing Psalms. 
Having used it since it was first published, I have noticed 
a few places where revision would be worth considering. 
Here are a few examples.
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PSALM  5: 12
Sing Psalms has: ‘Surely you bless the 
righteous, LORD; Your favour keeps them 
safe from harm and shields them round 
about.’ But the Hebrew for righteous is 
singular, referring to one man. It would be 
more faithfully rendered thus:

‘You bless the righteous one, O LORD;
Your favour keeps him safe from harm
and shields him round about.’

Why does this matter? Because it refers to 
Christ. The NIV and NRSV seek to remove 
masculine language where possible: ‘him’ is 
changed to ‘them’ etc. But in so doing, the 
reference to Christ in the text is obscured. 

PSALM  147:13
Sing Psalms has ‘He makes secure your 
city gates and those within he’ll bless’. But 
this would be an improvement: ‘He makes 
secure your city gates, your sons within he’ll 
bless.’ Again the NIV and NRSV are followed, 
which steer away from male oriented 
language. In so doing, the reference to 
covenant children is obscured. The promise 
was to Abraham and his seed in their 
generations, and still it refers to believers and 
their seed (Acts 2:39 – covenant theology!) 

PSALM  138:2
Psalm 138:2 is hard to understand in 
Sing Psalms and most Bible versions(See 
Presbyterian Network, Winter 2020, pp.34-
37. The confusion is cleared up if we sing 
the following (based on the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of North America’s 
Psalter slightly amended):

With all my heart my thanks I’ll bring,
Before the gods your praise I’ll sing;
I’ll bow towards your holy place,
And praise your name for truth and 
grace.
For you have magnified your word
According to your name adored.
You answered me the day I called,
You strengthened me and made me 
bold.

Similar slight revisions could benefit for 
example, in Psalms 9, 19, 56, 68, 72, 126, 
149. Does it matter? Yes it does. It is of 
great importance that our congregations 
sing psalms. The theological 
understanding of many Christians is 
significantly shaped by what we sing. 
How many preachers quote verses of 
hymns in their sermons? The words, sung 
often enter the memory and it is the task 
of the ministers of the Word to seek to 
ensure that we sing what is sound and 
faithful to the Word of God. o
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TEACHING 
OUR 
CHILDREN
C A T E C H E S I S
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In 1867, William G. T. Shedd said that 
‘catechising has fallen greatly into disuse.’1 

If that was true then, it certainly is true today.2 

THE DUTY OF CHURCH  
AND PARENTS

Scripture is crystal clear, and it cannot be 
denied, that is is the duty of the church, 
especially its ministers, and of fathers and 
mothers, to teach the Word of God to the 
children. ‘And you shall teach them [God’s 
words] diligently to your children…’ (Deut. 
6:7). ‘And you fathers, …bring them up in the 
training and admonition of the Lord’ (Eph. 
6:4); and consider Ps. 78:1-8; Prov. 1-9; 1 Tim. 
3:15; Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 20; 1 Tim. 5:17; Gen. 
18:19; 2 Tim. 3:14-17.

WHAT IS CATECHIZING?

Catechizing or catechesis is teaching the truth 
of the Word of God. 

Augustine (354-430) wrote On Catechising3. In 
those days, catechizing was intended for the 
heathen, who were pressing into the church 
but were ignorant of Bible truth. They were 
‘babes’, spiritually speaking, not knowing 
the rudiments. This elementary instruction, 
Augustine insists, must never be tedious. He 
wishes to cloak it in cheerfulness, to make it 
attractive. For him catechising wa a delight, 
a labour of love. At that time catechizing was 
not aimed at children, and was not in question 
& answer format. These developments have 
taken place since Augustine.

Tom Tyson writes about catechism: ‘It could 
be defined as a systematic presentation of 
Bible truth in a form that can be memorized, 
understood and embraced so that the 

Scripture is 
crystal clear... 
it is the duty 
of the church, 
especially 
its ministers, 
and of fathers 
and mothers, 
to teach the 
Word of God to 
the children.
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covenant member knows what he or she 
believesand why, and acts on it.’4

FACING UP TO OBJECTIONS

We may as well face it: many Christians 
dislike catchezing and raise objections.

Objection 1. 
The Catechism is not Scripture. It would 
be better to ask our children to memorize 
Scripture.
On the face of it, that seems to be 
persuasive. Scripture alone is inspired of 
God, entirely without error, and sufficient. 
The catechism is written by men. Do we not 
agree with the Reformer’s principle of sola 
scriptura? Would it not be wiser to direct 
our youngsters to memorize Scripture?

In reply: it is not a matter of either/or. It 
must be both. Further, the catechism is a 
succinct summary of the fundamentals 
revealed in Scripture. It aims ‘to present the 
fundamental truths.’5 G. I. Williamson says 
that the catechism is a map which guides 
children on their journey through the 
Bible.6 Furnish the young mind with it, and 
it helps him to grasp the teaching of the 
Bible. In his view, this is so important that 
he would place the catechism first. 
Shedd warns us: 

it is not sufficient to learn by rote, 
independent passages and isolated 
texts of Scripture; [they must be] 
systematized into a body of theology… 
Single unconnected texts are 
oftentimes dangerous half-truths, or 
positive untruths. ‘Texts of Scripture,’ 
says Donne, ‘are like the hairs in a 
horse’s tail. Unite them, and they concur 
in one root of strength and beauty; but 
take them separately, and they can be 
used only as snares and springs to catch 
woodcocks.’7

The point is: when we read the Bible, we 
need to grasp the doctrine which it presents. 
All teaching and preaching aims at this.

Objection 2: 
Children are too young to understand.
Do not be taken in by this. True, 
the catechism contains big words, 
justification, sanctification etc.8 But never 
underestimate, first of all, the power of 
the infant mind. In those earliest years, the 
child’s capacity to learn is the strongest it 
will ever be. Second, notice the order of 
learning suggested by Tom Tyson: memory, 
understanding, embrace. Unless we plant 
in the mind substance, there will be 
nothing to understand. It is quite normal to 
learn by rote and to understand afterwards. 
Third, and this is crucial: what a person 
learns first in life, is last to be lost. What is 
learned early is retained late. 

In my experience, Christians who suffer 
from Alzheimer’s disease still retain Bible 
knowledge, and still remember psalms 
and hymns, even when they cease to know 
their own husband or wife. Again, from 
experience, one of the first Bible texts I 
ever memorized as a child was John 3:7: 

. As a young 
lad, perhaps four years old, I listened to my 
father reciting Hebrew verbs; I have never 
forgotten them.

Objection 3. 
It is hard work.
It is! But to shirk it manifests a shameful, 
sinful lack of love. A father who neglects 
the spiritual training of his children in truth 
hates them (Prov. 13:24).

Objection 4. 
Anti-intellectualism.
There is a spirit abroad that despises doctrine. 
Instead of knowledge, many want feelings. 
It is hard to correct this short-sightedness.
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We cannot preach feelings. The minister 
could try! He could enter the pulpit with 
the intention of screaming, grunting, 
crying, and laughing. Wordless outbursts, 
very emotional. It would not profit anyone. 
The minister is there to impart truth to the 
mind, and that truth is the instrument of 
the Holy Spirit to generate holy affections. 
We must obtain knowledge. ‘I know whom 
I have believed.’

Mark this warning:

There are many undoubtedly 
experimental Christians who are unable 
to define the truths of Christianity… There 
is danger in this state of things. The 
Church cannot advance, it cannot even 
maintain itself upon its present position, 
by this theory and method of religious 
culture. Experimental religion, without 
doctrinal knowledge, must deteriorate.9

REASONS WHY WE MUST CATECHIZE

(a) If you do not teach your children, be 
sure that others will.
The world will teach them its own false 
creed. Through the media, and in schools, 
and universities, children will be assailed 
on every side with wicked secularism and 
filthy immorality. The most insidious false 
principles will be sown in their hearts, and 
you will not even see it happening until 
it is too late. Today, our nation is being 
subjected to intense daily indoctrination; it 
is a brainwashed generation. 

And not just the world; other churches and 
sects who do not hold to biblical truth, who 
know no Reformed confession, will seek 
to woo your children. There are many pied 
pipers who play a fine tune, only to lead 
away into some mountain cave, to be lost 
to the church.

(b) Understand how the devil works
C. S. Lewis offers us insight in the Screwtape 
Letters. That devil, Screwtape, writes: ‘It is 
funny how mortals always picture us as 
putting things into their minds. In reality 
our best work is done by keeping things 
out of their minds.’ If we fail to instruct our 
children in biblical truth, we are playing 
into the devil’s hands.

(c) The catechism is a barricade against error.
Catechizing occupies the space in their 
minds so that error cannot fill them. It arms 
them to discern error and reject it.

How is a church going to barricade itself 
against infiltration of unreformed and 
even anti-Christian teachings unless 
from early childhood the basic truths 
of the Christian faith are carefully and 
prayerfully inculcated?10

Shedd makes much of this, and so should 
we. Catechizing protects them [the youth] 
against infidelity and spurious philosophy. 
‘One thus disciplined is preoccupied, 
forewarned, and forearmed.’ (p.364)

The sceptic cannot, as he can and does in 
case he is arguing with the uninstructed, 
misstate and caricature the truth. A 
well-trained youth, in a contest with 
an ordinary sceptic, soon ceases to act 
upon the defensive. The unbeliever soon 
discovers that he is dealing with a mind 
that knows where it is, and what it is 
about… There is no preservative against 
philosophy, falsely so-called, so effectual 
as a doctrinal education.

But he who has received, from the mind 
of a learned and thoughtful clergyman, 
a thorough grounding in the principles 
and truths of Christianity, is the last one 
to be taken captive by a false system of 
speculation. He sees through it, and is 
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not deceived by its pretensions. In the 
present condition of society, there is 
great need of catechetical instruction, 
in order to protect the rising generation 
from infidelity in the form of false 
philosophy. (p. 365)

(d) Catechism builds character
By this instruction, by grace you will make 
your children men and women of faith, 
conviction, and courage – always, only, by 
the Holy Spirit. I love Warfield’s account 
(repeated by Joel Beeke for us):

Benjamin Warfield recounted the 
story of an army officer stationed in an 
American city during a time of violent 
riots. The officer observed a man passing 
through these chaotic scenes with 
unusual calmness and confidence. As 
the solder watched the man, he was 
surprised to see the man approach 
him and abruptly query, ‘What is the 
chief end of man?’ When the office said. 
‘Man’s chief end is to glorify God and 
to enjoy him forever’, the man replied, 
‘I knew you were a Shorter Catechism 
boy!’ To this came the answer, ‘That’s just 
what I was thinking of you.’11

Do you want your boys to be men, real 
men, as David was when he faced Goliath, 
and as Daniel or the three young men? 
Teach them before they can hardly speak. 

(e) You will unite the church
This was one of Calvin’s great motivations. 
It is strength when we all hold the same 
doctrine.

(f) The building will not soon fall down
The other great concern of Calvin is 
that what he was building would soon 
afterwards fall down. This should be a 
mighty spur to us all. 

‘The church of God will never preserve 
itself without a catechism. And therefore 
if you desire to build an edifice which 
shall be of long duration, and which 
shall not soon fall into decay, make 
provision for the children being 
instructed in a good Catechism which 
may show them briefly, and in language 
level to the tender age, wherein true 
Christianity consists.’12 

In the same vein, Ned Stonehouse:

If the OPC did not carry out a well-
planned program of catechetical 
instruction… then the whole program 
of the church, including specifically 
Christian evangelism, would be 
jeopardized, for it stands or falls with the 
maintenance of Christian truth all along 
the line.13

Many other inducements could be offered. 
Shedd explains the benefits of catechizing 
for the minister himself!

WHICH CATECHISM?

In 2017, the New City Catchism was 
published (NCC). It may be that some 
will be tempted to ditch the Westminster 
Catechisms for this novel offering. It is 
presented in a shiny new and colourful 
format, with lots of online material 
in support. It comes from The Gospel 
Coalition, and Redeemer Presbyterian 
Church, New York. Tim and Kathy Keller 
have had a hand in it. But there are strong 
reasons not to set aside the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism (WSC) and use NCC 
instead. 

(a) NCC is a serious reduction
WSC’s 107 questions are replaced by 52. 
NCC omits much. 
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 » No doctrine of Scripture, which so 
fundamental.

 » Nothing about God’s being. What is 
God? The answer goes straight to his 
creative work.

 » Nothing about creation in six days, ex 
nihilo, leaving the door open the theistic 
evolution and other such theories.

 » It cuts down the treatment of God’s 
law. The WSC has been criticized 
for overdoing its analysis of the ten 
commandments. But NCC 
does the opposite: it reduces 
its treatment of the law, and 
thereby, it dims the lamp for 
the child’s feet.

 » NCC is utterly vague about 
the sabbath day.

 » There is nothing about infant 
baptism.

 » The doctrine of the church 
is one sided and defective, 
restricted to the invisible and 
universal.

(b) NCC loses the system and 
structure of the WSC
The WSC follows the order: historia salutis, 
then ordo salutis. Faith precedes duty. NCC 
puts law before redemption.

(c) NCC begins with Heidelberg 1 rather 
than WSC 1
There are reasons why this is not a 
good step. Patching together bits from 
different catechisms tends to break up 
the synthesis found in the WSC. The 
starting point of WSC is with the glory of 
God rather than the comfort I get. This is 
especially important as a perspective and 
a defence against the current humanistic 
interpretation of religion. The starting 
point of the WSC can be traced to the 
Geneva Catechism of John Calvin, and 
indeed to his Institutes of the Christian 
Religion.

(d) NCC teaches Christian hedonism, 
turning the focus from God onto me
According to John Calvin, the church 
needed 1. An explicit summary of the 
doctrine and a common formula if 
instruction for little children and ignorant 
persons. In other words, it needs a 
confession of faith and a catechism, which 
is exactly what we have in the Westminster 
Standards. 

HOW TO INSTRUCT

If we agree that we must teach, 
that we must catechize, and 
that we ought to retain the 
Westminster Catechisms, we 
must finally pay attention to 
the manner in which we teach 
our children the Faith once for 
all delivered to the saints. Our 
teaching ought to be lively, never 
boring, careful and thorough, 
with love, and with prayer.

On 22 October 1548, John Calvin wrote to 
Protector Somerset:15

What I have thus suggested as the 
manner of instruction, is only that the 
people be so taught as to be touched to 
the quick… It appears to me that there 
is very little preaching of a lively kind in 
the kingdom [England] but the greater 
part deliver it by way of reading from a 
written discourse… This preaching ought 
not to be lifeless but lively, to teach, to 
exhort, to reprove…

Shedd says: ‘The catechising pastor…should 
not, confine himself to merely putting the 
questions and hearing the answers. After 
the work of reciting is through, he then 
explains…’16

Augustine says: ‘And when all means, of 

Our teaching 
ought to be 
lively, never 
boring, careful 
and thorough, 
with love, and 
with prayer.
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narrative, of sudden question, of gentle 
remark are exhausted, and the learner is 
still hardened and averse, he says, we must 
“rather speak concerning him to God, than 
concerning God to him”.’17

Again, Augustine urges: love them. Luther 
says: love them. Pray for them.

Finally, Shedd addresses the ministers:
In the whole range of topics in Pastoral 
Theology, there is not one that has 
stronger claims upon the attention 

of the clergyman than the doctrinal 
instruction of the rising generation.

It is certain, that if the rising generation 
could only receive such a catechetical 
and doctrinal education as we are 
describing from the pastorate of the 
land, infidelity and false philosophy 
would find it difficult to draw breath 
in such a pure intellectual atmosphere 
as would exist for the next fifty years, to 
say nothing of the moral and religious 
atmosphere that would be generated. o

1 Shedd, p.356.
2 Kathy Keller, The New City Catechism, pp.7-8.
3 J. W. Alexander, p.75.
4 Tyson, page 277.
5 Shedd, pages 360-1: The Calvinistic creed is definite. It is 
impossible to make it teach more than one system… The 
Bible, on the other hand, is not a creed or a system, though 
it contains one. For what is a creed but a generalization 
from the Scriptures? The Westminster symbol, for example, 
is the scientific substance of revelation, in the view of the 
divines of the Westminster Assembly… [who] aimed to give 
a systematic statement of the contents of revelation… It 
was their purpose to present the fundamental truths of 
Christianity, not in a popular, oratorical manner, but in a 
self-consistent and compact form that should commend 
itself to the reason and judgment of mankind.
6 Williamson, p.285.

7 Shedd, pp. 368-9.
8 Shedd blames teachers for the difficulty! It is often 
asserted that it is impossible for children to understand 
the creed, - that the doctrines of justification, sanctification, 
and election, are too strong meat for babes. The difficulty 
rather lies in the teacher than in the capacity of the pupil, 
or in the intrinsic nature of the doctrine. (p. 358) 
9 Shedd, p. 356.
10 Oscar Holkeboer, quoted by Tyson, p. 284f.
11 The Westminster Standards for Today, p7.
12 Tracts and Letters, p.191.
13 Tyson p.283.
14 In 1541, John Calvin insisted on having a catechism in 
Geneva; and he himself attended to its preparation.
15 Calvin’s Tracts and Letters, volume 5, pages 182ff.
16 Shedd, page 357.
17 Page 76.
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BOOKS

  ALL THINGS ARE READY:  
UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL IN ITS FULLNESS AND FREENESS

Donald John MacLean (Christian Focus, 2021) 
Donald John MacLean ‘cut his teeth’ theologically researching James 
Durham (1622-58) on ‘The Gospel Offer in its Seventeenth-Century 
Context’ (his doctorate, 2015). His new book offers a more expansive 
and accessible treament of that subject. Donald John is an elder in 
Cambridge Presbyterian Church, one who understands the desire of the 
whole flock of God to evangelize.

  WHEN A NATION PRAYS

During the Second World War there were 12 National Days of Prayer.  
God heard and answered in remarkable ways. This book is a short 
account of this. In so writing, the author has encouraged us to pray in 
our distresses, and has also shone a light on the failure of the country’s 
leaders to turn to God in our present need. Copies are available through 
www.realchristianity.org.  A second, much larger book, on the same 
topic is John Scriven’s Beyond the Odds. Providence in Britain’s Wars of 
the 20th Century (Wilberforce Publications, London).

  THE DARK STAR 
CHRONICLES OF CALLENLAS

H. R. Hess 

For young people (age 10-14) The Dark Star (Chronicles of Callenlas) 
by H. R. Hess is a gripping imaginary adventure story with a gospel 
message. It is available from booksellers such as Waterstones. 

IT SERVICES, WEBSITE DESIGN ETC

Lewis IT Consulting is able to offer IT systems 
installation, website, hardware and software 
design to churches and individuals.
www.lewisitc.co.uk
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  BARRY - CHRIST CHURCH

Christ Church Presbyterian, Jerusalem Chapel, 
Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB. Sun. 11am & 5pm
Minister: Rev. Drew Goodman

  07546 504 366
  agoodman@christchurchbarry.org.uk
  christchurchbarry.org.uk

  BERLIN
Luisenstrasse 39, 10117 Berlin, Sun. 11am
Kettinger Strasse 131, 12305, 
Berlin. Midweek. 8pm
Minister: Rev. Johannes Müller

  +491763102904
  johannes.mueller@epkd.de
  www.epkd.de 

  BLACKBURN
Fecitt Brow, Blackburn, Lancashire BB1 2AZ
Sun. 11am & 6.30pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Norman Green

  01254 260388

  BURY ST EDMUNDS
Newbury Community Centre
St. Olaves Rd, Bury St Edmunds IP32 6RW, 
Sun. 11am & 5.30pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Matthew Jolley

  07891 201748
  matthewjolley@mac.com
  bse-pc.org

  CAMBRIDGE
Queen Emma Primary School, Gunhild Way (am)
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Westfield Lane (pm)
Sun. 10.30am & 6pm, Thu. 7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Douglas McCallum

  07855 130526
  dmccallum1981@gmail.com
  cambridgepres.org.uk

  CARDIFF - IMMANUEL

Heol Trelai, Caerau, Cardiff CF5 5LJ
Sun. 10.30am & 6pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Dr Peter Naylor

  029 2040 5750 / 07773 093738
  peter.naylor@immanuel.org.uk
  immanuelcaerau.org.uk

  CHELMSFORD
Hall Street Methodist Church
Chelmsford CM2 0HG
Sun. 11.30am & 6pm, Thu. 8pm
Minister: Rev. Darren Moore

  01245 690559
  darrenmoore@chelmsfordpres.co.uk
  chelmsfordpres.org.uk

  CHELTENHAM - NAUNTON LANE

23 Naunton Lane, Leckhampton
Cheltenham GL53 7BJ
Sun. 10.30am & 6pm, Wed. 7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Matt Faux

  07929 527 631
  MattFaux@cheltenhampres.org.uk
  cheltenhampres.org.uk

  CHELTENHAM - NORTH

Whaddon Road E.P. Church
Rear of Claremont, Whaddon Rd,
Cheltenham GL52 5LZ
Sun. 11am & 6.00pm
Minister: Rev. David Pfeiffer

  07846 858766
  drpfeiffer85@hotmail.com
  whaddonevangelicalchurch.org

  CARDIFF - ELY

Archer Road, Ely, Cardiff CF5 4FR
Sun 10:30am & 5:30pm, Wed 7:00pm
Minister: Rev. Philip Haines

  029 2059 6410/07703 859 258
  philiphaines@live.com
  epcreformed.org
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  CARDIFF - BETHEL

Michaelston Rd, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff CF5 4SX
Sun. 11am & 6pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Andrew Graham

 029 2059 5000
  andrewmichaelgraham@gmail.com 
  bethelpcr.org.uk 



  DURHAM
The Chapel, Laburnum Avenue
Durham, DH1 4HA
Sun. 10.30am & 3.30pm, Thu.7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Phil Baiden

  07714 340 892
  philbaiden@yahoo.co.uk
  durhampresbyterian.church

  HEXHAM
The Torch Centre, Corbridge Rd (near hospital) 
Hexham NE46 1QS
Sun. 10am & 5pm, Wed. 7:30pm
Minister: Rev. Joshua Rieger

  07930 016785
  joshuamrieger@gmail.com
  hexhampres.uk

  SHEFFIELD
Hill Top Chapel, Attercliffe Common, 
Sheffield S9 2AD
Sun. 10am (SS), 11am & 5pm
Minister: Rev. Dr Kevin Bidwell

  0114 2431720 / 07954 546487
  kevinjbidwell@me.com
  sheffieldpres.org.uk

  TRANÅS
Höggatan 8, 57333, Tranås, Sweden
Sun. 10am
Contact: Trygve Lundblad

  +46 (0)70 238 70 75
  trygve.tranas@gmail.com

  SOLIHULL
Tudor Grange Academy, Dingle Lane, 
Solihull B91 3PD 
11am and 5pm.
Minister: Rev. Dr Stephen Dancer

  0121 707 1826
  info@solihullpres.org.uk
  solihullpres.org.uk

CLERK OF PRESBYTERY
Dr Falko Drijfhout, 63 Larchwood, Keele, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, ST5 5BB

  01782 611280 / 07811 387438  
  f.drijfhout12@gmail.com 

  OXFORD
10:30am meeting online via Zoom/Youtube
5pm Friends Meeting House 
(43 St Giles’, OX1 3LW)
Minister: Rev. Andy Young

  07963 139683
  andy@oxfordpres.co.uk
  oxfordpres.co.uk

  SALFORD, MANCHESTER

River View Primary School, 
1 Wheaters St, Salford, M7 1QZ
Sun. 11am & 5pm.
Minister: Rev. Chris Statter

  07914 048085
  salfordEPC@gmail.com
  salfordEPC.org.uk

  SUNDERLAND
Fulwell Community Library, 
11 Station Road, Sunderland, 
SR6 9AA. Sun. 10:30am & 5:00pm
Minister: Rev. Nathan Hilton

  07960 677510
  contact@sunderlandpres.org.uk 
  sunderlandpres.org.uk 

Rear of 336 Holderness Rd
Hull, HU9 3DQ. Sun. 10.30am 
Contact: Rev. Joshua Rieger (Hexham)

  07930 016785
  joshuamrieger@gmail.com

  HULL

  LINCOLN
Location: Please contact us for details.
Minister: Rev. Dr Kevin Bidwell

  07954 546487
  lincolnepc.org.uk

  ZÜRICH
Minister: Pfr. Florian Weicken

  +41763080787
  florian.weicken@zuerichpres.ch
  zuerichpres.ch

  GLOUCESTER 

10:30am The Farmers Club (Greville Cl, GL2 9RG)
5pm St Mary’s Congregational Church (GL1 2QS)
Minister: Rev. Michael Cochran

  07810 268 284
  mcochran@worldwitness.org
  gloucesterpres.co.uk

  NEWCASTLE - ALL SAINTS

Church address: Pilgrim Street, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2ES
Office: All Saints Church Office, Third Floor, 
Alderman Fenwick’s House, 98-100 Pilgrim 
Street,Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 6SG
Minister: Rev. Benjamin Wontrop

  0191 261 6933
  contact@allsaintspres.org.uk
  allsaintspres.org.uk




