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24 February: war 
broke out. Putin 
sent his army 
into Ukraine. We 
have brothers and 
sisters in Ukraine. 
Ten years ago, 
the European 
Conference of 
Reformed Churches was held in Kyiv 
(www.eucrc.org). Under communism, 
Christianity was suppressed but the 
lifting of the iron curtain gave freedom 
for the gospel, Ukraine’s greatest need. 
The Orthodox Church has corrupted the 
gospel with images, relics, prayers for 
the dead, so similar to Rome’s errors.
 
Guidance for our prayers is found, for 
example, in 1 Timothy 2:1-7. We are to 
pray for them, and for the heads of 
government. It is right to pray that we 
and they might know peace, that lives 
might be spared, and that they might 
come to a saving knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the one 
Mediator between God and man, the 
only Saviour of sinners. o
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Church planting is a long-term 
work. Jesus said to his disciples over 
two thousand years ago that he will 
build his church. Jesus is in no rush, 
but sometimes we are. The work 
in Berlin started 10 years ago with 
a monthly Bible study. We moved 
to weekly Bible studies in 2014 and 
the church was formerly constituted 
in May 2015. In 2021 Presbytery 
ordained and installed our first 
ruling elder. This may sound like 
just some numbers/dates, but for 
us these are reasons to praise God, 
who has been faithful to us, and he 
will continue to be with his people. 
In his grace we grow. We have 
received new church members 
every year. And despite Covid, 
we see new people coming on 
Sundays. By the time this is printed, 
God will have blessed us with two 
new covenant children. 

We continue to trust in the Lord, as 
we know that apart from him, we 
can do nothing. He promised to 
bless his means of grace and we do 
not have to add to his strategy. We 
preach the Word, administer the 
sacraments, and seek him in prayer.

  Johannes Müller

  Berlin

Christ Church Presbyterian ended 
2021 by welcoming 18 visitors over the 
Christmas period. The new year opened 
with the reintroduction of our midweek 
meeting, children’s Sunday School, and 
Toddler Time. We also introduced a 
ladies Bible study which is attended by 
a growing number of ladies and young 
girls from the Cardiff/Barry churches. 
Many in our congregation have been in 
hospital or are struggling with health 
difficulties, but the Lord has sustained 
and comforted them. We rejoice that 
Geneva Goodman joined the church as 
a communicant member. The Lord is 
building our congregation and reaching 
our community for Christ in simple, 
quiet ways, while knitting us closer 
together as a church family.

  lauren goodman

  Barry - Christ ChurCh
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It is good to have emerged from the 
restrictions of another covid surge and to 
see church life returning to something 
like normal.  We have been heartened 
to see some new faces amongst us 
over recent months and have taken the 
decision to plan for a church retreat in 
May, praying that it might be a good 

The Church in Bury St Edmunds 
continues to give thanks and praise 
to the Lord for the move into the New 
Bury Community Centre.  It is situated 
only a short walk from the old centre.  
The building is very spacious, and we 
meet in the large hall.  The first service 
held in our new location was well 
attended and we were particularly 
encouraged to see members of the 
centre committee come along to join 
us for the opening service.  Since being 
in the centre we have had an increasing 
number of new regular attenders. 

  Bury st edmunds The congregation rejoices along with 
the Jolley family that the final stage of 
the adoption process of Ava has been 
legalized. The Church celebrated her 
baptism on February 20 with many 
from the community including her 
social workers in attendance. We were 
also pleased to recently welcome Josh 
Townsend into membership.

Matthew Jolley is now preaching through 
the book of Matthew in the morning 
services, and Hebrews in the evening 
services.  We have also begun a new 
study on Philippians during the mid-
week Bible study and prayer meeting, 
which has been very encouraging.

Please remember to pray along with us 
in Bury for the several U.S. service men 
and their families who are in regular 
attendance / membership and whose 
lives could be disrupted by the current 
conflict in Ukraine. 

  William Matthess

The Jolley family

  CamBridge
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opportunity for people to spend some 
time together after the disruptions of 
these past couple of years.  We continue 
to be concerned for a small number of 
folk who we have not seen at church, or 
who have not joined with us regularly, 
since the beginning of the pandemic.

The student mission has only recently 
finished, and we continue to pray 
that there might be a harvest reaped 
amongst so many young folk.  In one 
sense they might seem to be the 
‘cream of the crop’, but sadly, spiritually 
speaking, many do not know their right 
hand from their left.  We do long for more 
opportunities ourselves to reach out with 
the glorious gospel to those around us, 
and we continue to pray to this end.

With changes amongst the diaconate 
this year we are looking to the Lord to 
provide men as deacons for the church 
as well as those who may be elders.  
Please pray with us for this.

  Peter leverton

Celebrating our union with the EPCEW 
has been a profound joy for us, and the 
warmth of our welcome has been greatly 
appreciated. We eagerly look forward 
to working together for the gospel, as 
we fellowship with and pray for our 
brethren across the congregations.  

  Cardiff – arCher road

Rev. Philip Haines has been drawing 
out themes of holiness and the 
supremacy of Christ from his Lord’s 
Day preaching in Hebrews, 2 Samuel 
and a Bible study series on Leviticus.  

The recently established West Cardiff 
Youth Group, which meets on term 
time Friday evenings, is for secondary 
school aged youngsters and is growing 
into a blessed context where the Bible 
is studied, and much laughter is heard. 
We’ve welcomed a few teenagers from 
the local estate and pray there will be 
many more who come in and hear the 
gospel’s joyful sound.  

The Church School currently has 19 
pupils, who have recently enjoyed 
special activity mornings: one on 
the topic of prayer, and another on 
keeping healthy. We are currently 
praying for our Year 11 pupils, as they sit 
exams for their nine GCSE subjects, in 
the coming months.  

  John Mccabe

We have rejoiced as we have heard 
God’s word opened up by our minister, 
Andrew Graham. In just six months, 
he and his family have become part of 
the church family at Bethel, and it has 
been a privilege to get to know them 
better.

  Cardiff – Bethel
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Benjamin and Sarah – engaged

On Sunday mornings, Andrew has led 
us through the gospel of Luke while 
on Sunday evenings we are studying 
the book of Proverbs. Throughout 
March we have been encouraged to 
read a chapter a day of Proverbs which 
conveniently has the same number of 
days as chapters in that book.

Our membership has increased 
and towards the end of 2021 we 
were blessed with the baptism of 
five children.  Some members have 
suffered with Covid and we will 
be pleased when restrictions are 
completely lifted and we can sing 
our praises in worship without any 
constraints. 

The Women’s Study Group has 
completed a study book on Proverbs, 
and a group for older girls in the 
congregation (GIFT) has proved 
popular as they deal with life issues in 
a confidential environment, run by two 
young women in the congregation. The 
children’s work continues to grow and 
some of the mums have attended a 
number of services.

During this time, we have welcomed 
many visitors, some new to the area 
who appear to want to settle with us.  
We continue to pray for those who 
live in the neighbourhood that we 
may also reach out to them with the 
gospel of Christ.

  Patricia stowell

After a long period of struggle, there 
are some welcome rays of sunshine! 
When members run well after Christ, 
and desire to serve him, what an 
encouragement they are to us all. 
The church needs to strengthen 
its diaconate: four brothers have 
responded with willingness to serve. 
Our pianist (we had only one) fell and 
broke her hip. But the Lord had already 
provided for us and we received 
immediate help from a family who had 
recently come to worship with us.

  Cardiff – immanuel
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We weep with those who weep and 
rejoice with those who rejoice. Recently 
our brother John Llewellyn suffered the 
loss of his wife, Mavis, whom the Lord 
was pleased to call home to himself. 
At the same time, we rejoiced with 
Benjamin Mitchell when he announced 
his engagement to Miss Sarah Gahan.

At the end of February, we had a 
wonderful midweek meeting when Rev. 
Johannes Müller spoke to us by a video 
link about the church in Berlin (which is 
now 10 years old) and we were able to 
spend time praying for them. The works 
and ways of the Lord are wonderful and 
bring him glory and honour.

  Peter naylor

Over the Christmas period many in the 
congregation, including Darren and 
family, caught Covid. In spite of many 
having to isolate, we were able to hold 
our carol service and services over the 
Christmas weekend, although because 
of the situation generally we did not 
see as many visitors as we usually do. 
Everyone is now fully recovered and life 
is beginning to feel more normal.

We have resumed our mid-week 
meetings face to face, ‘Impact’ (our 
meeting for students and those in 
their twenties) and ‘Gap’ (for those of 

  Chelmsford
secondary school age). We have just 
finished running a Christianity Explored 
course, which was well attended 
and encouraging. The Tuesday coffee 
morning is up and running again. We 
have been greatly encouraged to have 
restarted Sunday School, currently held 
on the first Sunday of each month. It is 
hoped that in the near future we will 
be able to hold that more frequently.

We have recently welcomed two new 
babies into our church family, Maria, 
daughter of Fran and Zoe Newby, and 
Moriah-Grace, daughter of Nelson and 
Millie Taylor.

In January Ben and Trish Alexander 
visited us for a weekend. Ben is 

Alexander family
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currently an Assistant Minister at an 
ARP church in South Carolina. They 
have for a while been considering a call 
to overseas mission in England, under 
the auspices of World Witness, and this 
visit was an opportunity to meet us and 
for us to get to know them. As a result, 
the congregation voted unanimously to 
call them to serve with us in Chelmsford, 
Ben becoming our assistant minister. 
They have already raised a significant 
amount of support and anticipate 
being able to join us in early 2023. As a 
church we are excited by this prospect 
and are praying that God will lead 
them and us in all the details of this 
development in the life of our church.

In November we were visited by AT 
and Lauren Carson, a couple also from 
the States, who would like to come to 
England to serve as missionaries, again 
with World Witness. They are musicians 
who use music as a way to connect 
with people, to further God’s kingdom. 
We  look forward to their arrival once 
they have organized their support and 
made the necessary arrangements. 

Carsons

We are glad to have seen some 
new faces at Whaddon Road over 
the last few months, as well as to 
have welcomed four new people 
into membership. On Lord’s Day 
mornings we have been working our 
way through John’s Gospel and in 
the evenings through The Songs of 
the Ascent (Psalms 120-134). We have 
begun a midweek study in the Letter 
to the Colossians, having finished a 
study of the life of Joseph. Our ladies’ 
groups are enjoying learning from 
the Letter to the Ephesians. Our main 
outreach is through the children’s 
choir, and we have over 30 children 
on our books. Some of the mums 
meet for coffee while the children 
sing, and good relationships are being 
developed. Our minister’s wife, Bethan 
Pfeiffer, was recently diagnosed with 
breast cancer. We’re thankful the 
cancer hasn’t spread to other parts of 
the body. She will begin a course of 
chemotherapy soon. 

  david Pfeiffer

  Cheltenham - 
       whaddon road

We are excited about this, and are 
praying that together with these two 
couples, we will be able to extend the 
work of our church and reach more 
people with the good news of Christ.

  ruth Ferguson
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Hexham Presbyterian Church began 
worship services seven years ago, in 
February 2015; and we praise and 
thank the Lord our God for what he 
has been building in that time. Since 
the beginning of 2022, following 
the Riegers’ return to America, we 
have been without a minister, and 
are now prayerfully and expectantly 
looking to the Lord to provide a man 
who will serve the congregation by 
teaching the Word and preaching 
the gospel in this locality.  

In the meantime, we are grateful 
for, and have been blessed by, those 
men who have kindly supplied the 
pulpit, including several seminary 
students (WPTS) and others to whom 
the Lord has given a heart to serve in 
this way.  

The congregation would value your 
prayers, that the Lord would send 
further labourers into his harvest 
field here in the Tyne Valley. We 
look to our sovereign God to build 
Christ’s church here, to sustain us by 
his means of grace, and add to our 
number those who must be saved. 
We would be pleased to hear from 
any suitably gifted men who might 
be willing to lead us in worship 
on any given Lord’s Day in coming 
weeks and months. 

  chris schroeder

  hexham

We meet in the church building for 
only one service on the Lord’s Day and 
twice a month for mid-week prayer 
and Bible study. Some members and 
others who once attended regularly 
are not returning to worship after 
Covid; however we have a faithful core 
who attend almost every meeting. 

A small amount of work needs to be 
done on the church building; also the 
spare land which the church owns is 
looking untidy at the moment.

The wife of one member is recovering 
after an operation for a torn achilles 
tendon and other health issues. 

  chris lawson

  hull

The work in Lincoln continues to grow 
and develop in encouraging ways. 
Worship services are held each Lord’s 
Day and we also have a midweek 
meeting. We pray that the Lord will 
provide elders and a minister as the 
church goes forward and hopefully 
becomes established and constituted. 
We are encouraged the work is being 
blessed.

  Matthew Jolley

  linColn
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After a period of significant challenge 
in the church over the past year, we 
are all the more grateful for recent 
encouragements. In January we had 
the joy of affirming Benjamin Wontrop 
as minister of All Saints. We look 
forward to how God will lead us in the 
coming year as we pray for continued 
blessing on his ministry.

We have also enjoyed getting to 
know Ronaldo André and his family. 
Ronaldo, who joined us towards 
the end of last year as a student at 
Westminster Seminary and evangelist 
at All Saints, preaches each week on 

  newCastle – all saints the streets of Newcastle with believers 
from a number of churches. We give 
thanks for fruit from this ministry.

Another significant encouragement has 
been a number of people coming into 
membership. We give thanks especially 
for Paul, who became a believer during 
a recent Christianity Explored course 
and is now a member of the church.

Please join us in praying for opportunities 
to serve the several thousand students 
in Newcastle, many of whom live 
within walking distance of our church. 

  Peter Winch

Wontrop family

After 83 Sundays of online morning 
worship, it was a real joy for us to 
resume in person 10:30 am services at 
St Luke’s Chapel on 17 October 2021. 
Since then we have seen the chapel 
full (sometimes to bursting) with 
families, students, and non-Christians. 
We have also continued to meet at 
our 5 pm service location, the Friends 
Meeting house, thanking God for a real 
sense of joy and unity in Christ. 

As we head into 2022, please pray 
that the Lord would provide a more 
permanent and spacious location 
for us. This is going to be hugely 
challenging, and yet we trust in and 

  oxford
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look to our sovereign God to provide. 
Please also pray for the Lord to 
raise up elders and deacons in the 
church, and also for our non-Christian 
contacts to deepen, that many will 
come to know the Lord. 

  andy young

On Lord’s Day mornings Rev. Chris 
Statter has started to minister from 
1 Samuel (having finished Acts), as 
well as preaching occasionally in the 
evenings on key doctrines from the 
Bible. We are grateful to the Lord for 
his continued provision of faithful 
preachers, including our assessor elders, 
and we look to him to grow us in grace.

In February Chris helped with Salford 
University Christian Union as they took 
part in the joint university CU mission 
week. It was good to get alongside 
CU members and encourage them 
in knowing and sharing the gospel. 
We pray for a strengthening of gospel 
clarity and focus. 

As we pray for breakthroughs in the 
local community, and reach out to 
neighbours and colleagues, we have 
been glad to run a Christianity Explored 
course. This has been hosted by some of 
our members. Our Lord has enabled us 
to welcome guests each week, whether 

  salford

throughout the course or as a one-off. 
We pray all would be given eyes to see 
and receive Christ clothed in his gospel. 

  rosemary statter

The Lord’s people in Sheffield ask for 
everyone’s prayers as sadly our minister 
Rev. Dr Bidwell has become unwell 
and is currently on medical leave. The 
congregation is reliant on pulpit supply 
from visiting preachers and is grateful for 
everyone who has come to offer ministry 
and for everyone who is praying and 
giving their support. We trust in the 
Lord’s sustaining and restoring grace 
and look for His provision as we seek 
to continue to worship and serve Him. 
A commission has been appointed by 
Presbytery to offer pastoral support.

  Matthew Jolley

  sheffield

We are thankful that our minister 
Stephen Dancer is doing well on 
kidney dialysis and has been able to 
continue to bless us in his ministry. He 
is currently preaching through Genesis 
on Sunday mornings and Romans 
in the evening services; and we are 
studying 1 Timothy in our mid-week 

  solihull
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meeting. We would like to be able to 
appoint a ministry assistant to work 
alongside Stephen. Please pray for a 
suitable candidate and the resources. 

We also thank God for the safe arrival 
of a daughter to one of our families. 
As a church we have just recovered 
from a Covid outbreak affecting several 
families and members, but thankfully 
not in a serious way.

In December we distributed invitations 
to our Carol Service in the local area 
and had three visitors come along. We 
have also had other visitors since then. 
We pray that visitors will return and 
come regularly to sit under God’s Word.

  rachel Morgan

Last December, we gave thanks for 
the nearly 90 people who came to 
our Christmas Eve service. It was a 
time of rejoicing in one another’s 
company, and, supremely, in the gift 
of God’s Son. From this spotlight on 
the incarnation has flowed our latest 
sermon series on Luke. Our minister 
Nathan has led us in contemplating 
God’s providences, and his favour to 
those who least expected it.

Certainly there is much of the 
unexpected in the Christian life. ‘A 
man’s heart plans his way, but the 

  sunderland

Below: Sunderland
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Lord directs his steps.’ New jobs, new 
visitors, and new friendships provide 
ongoing answers to prayer. Yet a mini 
‘covid outbreak’ in January left our 
rows temporarily depleted. It has been 
a reminder not to trust in horses or 
chariots, but in the name of the Lord 
our God!

Nathan is currently undertaking 
a three-week trip to the US to 
strengthen our support network and 
thank our overseas friends for their 
encouragements to the church. We 
are grateful for pulpit supply from 
other ministers in his absence.

  anna hilton

It was a great joy that we could start 
2022 with our first two baptisms: 
of Carsten and Vitus Strebel. Both 
made a profession of faith and were 
baptized. We’ve also recently been 
joined by Simeon Krumpaszky and his 
wife Ladina. Simeon will be studying 
at WPTS while helping us on the 
ground with the church plant. 

With regard to the covid ‘pandemic’, 
we praise the Lord for the recovery of 
all who had the virus. Additionally, we 
are encouraged that in February 2022, 
we were able to worship without a 

  ZüriCh

mask in our little church plant for the 
first time – as we planted our church 
in the middle of the pandemic!

Recently, we started a class to study 
the Westminster Confession of Faith; 
we meet once a month on a Saturday 
morning. First, we enjoy some 
breakfast together and then we spend 
about an hour in the Confession. There 
has been significant interest in this, 
and we have even had some coming 
along who do not attend our church 
services. 

  Florian Weicken
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BiBles, 
Bikes + 
BaCon
2021 summer youth Camp

Adrenaline-filled activities 
by day. Blazing campfires 
under starry skies by night. 
Waking up in ensuite rooms 
to the mouth-watering 
smell of freshly cooked 
breakfast… No, this isn’t an 
advert for a luxury retreat 
in the Maldives. You’re 
reading about our 2021 
summer youth camp deep 
in the Yorkshire Moors. 
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More than anything else, we wanted 
this camp to be a time where our 
young people could grow in their love 
for God. Each of our five days together 
began and ended with a time of 
worship led by Jonathan Winch, an 
elder at All Saints Presbyterian Church, 
who took us through an engaging 
series on the armour of God. In the 
evenings we split up into discussion 
groups to focus on how we could 
put this teaching into practice in the 

busyness of school and family life. 
Alongside the regular meetings there 
was an open Q&A evening, where the 
leaders responded to a number of 
questions from the campers ranging 
from friendships and relationships to 
issues of science and faith.

adventure

Squeezed into every spare moment 
of the day was a dizzying array of 
outdoor activities. From mountain 
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biking to zip lining, archery to 
canoeing, climbing to abseiling, there 
was no shortage of heart-pounding 
action. For those who wanted still 
more, there were optional fitness 
sessions each morning before 
breakfast and an open sports 
tournament on the Wednesday 
afternoon where the campers could 
battle each other on the football, 
volleyball and dodgeball fields. In 
keeping with longstanding tradition, 
we ended on a high with a Thursday 
night game of ‘Cops & Robbers’ - 
although the leaders are still nursing 
their pride after a crushing defeat at 
the hands of the campers!

Left: Abseiling

whether at the 
chess board or 
over the pool 
table, it was a 
joy to see new 
friendships 
being made and 
old friendships 
being renewed 
throughout the 
week.



17Spring 2022

friendship

We were thrilled to welcome children 
from over 10 different EPCEW 
congregations, many of them joining 
us for the first time. Whether at the 
chess board or over the pool table, 
it was a joy to see new friendships 
being made and old friendships being 
renewed throughout the week. It 
really was ‘good and pleasant’ to see 
brothers and sisters from around the 
country dwelling together in unity 
(Psalm 133) and strengthening each 
other in their Christian walk. One of the 
highlights of the week was a chance 

for some of the young people to relate 
their testimonies around the campfire 
on the final evening, and to share with 
others some of the joys and challenges 
of being a Christian in their schools.

Camp 2022

We are so grateful for the generosity 
of a number of EPCEW congregations 
that heavily subsidised this year’s 
camp, and for the team of leaders 
who gave up their time and energy 
to make the week such a success. 
Preparations are underway for our 
next camp, which will be held  
22-26 August 2022 at Peat Rigg 
Outdoor Centre in Yorkshire. If you 
would like to find out more about this 
camp, please send an email to Peter 
Winch: peter.winch@wpts.org.uk. o

Below: Archery

Above: Devotions
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Ask most people on the street to name 
a story from the Bible: Jonah and the 
Whale (or big fish) would probably 
be one of the most well-known, along 
with David and Goliath, Noah’s Ark, 
and of course the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. They would know the 
stories, be familiar with the plot, could 
name the characters, and yet miss the 
main point. As Christians we also can 
become familiar with these stories, 
know the characters, and even try to 
learn from their examples of how to 
and not to live as God’s people, and 
yet still miss the main point. 

You see, the small book of Jonah is 
not about Jonah, or the Whale, or the 

revival in Nineveh. It is not ultimately 
about how not to run away from God, 
or how to do missionary work, or even 
how to pray. I am not saying Jonah 
does not include those lessons, but if 
we are reading it and only looking for 
what it teaches us about me, my life, 
and what I need to do, then we are 
reading (it and any other part of the 
Bible) incorrectly.

The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 3 asks: ‘What do the 
Scriptures principally teach?’ Answer: 
‘The Scriptures principally teach what 
man is to believe concerning God, 
and what duty God requires of man.’ 
This means that the first question we 

rEv. Matt Faux

j o n a h  a n d 
h o w  t o  r e a d

t h e  B i B l e

18 PRESBYTERIAN NETWORK
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should be asking, when coming to 
any part of the Bible, is, What does 
this teach me about God? What does 
this teach me about what God is like, 
about what God says, and about who 
he is? The Bible is God’s Word, and it 
is all about God. Let me show you an 
example from the book of Jonah.

As a whole book it is clear that God 
is the main character because out 
of the 48 verses in the book, Jonah 
is mentioned 17 times, the 
great fish twice, and the 
LORD 35 times. God begins 
the story in verse 1 and God 
has the last word in chapter 
4 verse 11. God sends Jonah 
to Nineveh, God pursues 
Jonah by sending a storm, 
God saves Jonah by sending 
a great fish, God hears and 
answers Jonah’s prayer. God 
reinstates Jonah in chapter 
3. God turns from his anger 
against the Ninevites in 3:10. 
God appoints a plant and 
sends a worm and a scorching wind 
to teach Jonah. Do you see? Jonah is 
not about Jonah or the whale, but it is 
all about God and his sovereignty, his 
unsettling grace towards judgment-
deserving sinners, his judgment and his 
missionary heart. Let me illustrate this 
by considering what the first two verses 
of the book can teach us about God. 

‘Now the word of the Lord came to 
Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 
“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, 
and call out against it, for their evil has 
come up before me”’ (Jonah 1:1-2).

These verses teach us four things 
about God.

1. god is personal

God speaks, he sends his word, in 
order to relate and make himself 
known. It is how we relate together 
isn’t it? We communicate and 
speak to one another. Jonah is here 
receiving a communication from the 

covenant LORD, from the 
personal God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, the LORD 
who bound himself to his 
people to be their God. 
What would it be like to be 
friends with the Queen? To 
receive a phone call from 
her, to sit and speak with 
her? Many of us may never 
find out and yet the eternal 
God and Most High LORD 
wants to relate to you. The 
Bible is not just what God 
has said, but it is also what 

God is saying today. He is a personal 
and relational God.

2. god is sovereign

Psalm 47:2 says, ‘For the LORD, the 
Most High, is to be feared, a great 
king over all the earth.’ God is King 
of kings, the Sovereign ‘potentate of 
time’, the Lord over all the earth; and 
in Jonah 1:1-2 we see an example of 
God exercising his sovereign authority. 
His word and command to Jonah 
comes with no discussion, no preface, 

we learn 
that, as god 
has ultimate 
authority, 
so his word 
demands our 
attention and 
submission.



20 Presbyterian network

no committee meeting beforehand, it 
is simply a sovereign directive from the 
King to his servant. It comes from the 
LORD’s initiative, he does not ask Jonah 
what he thinks, he simply commands 
and expects obedience. Therefore, 
we learn that, as God has ultimate 
authority, so his word demands our 
attention and submission. 

3. god is just

From these opening verses we also 
learn what type of king God is. He 
wants Jonah to go to Nineveh and 
call out against it. Is God fair, is he a 
tyrant and being unnecessarily cruel, 
is he being oppressive because they 
are Ninevites? No, because he gives 
the reason ‘for their evil has come 
up before me.’ God is making a just 
declaration against what is wrong. 
Nineveh and the Assyrians were 
infamous for their wickedness and 
cruelty – the way they would burn and 
destroy cities, dismember captives, 
force relatives to carry the head of 
family members, pulling tongues out, 
and killing children. God sees, God 
knows, and he will not turn a blind eye 
or ignore it. He justly declares what 
they are doing as evil and needing of 
judgment. This can be such a comfort 
to those Christians being persecuted, 
to those victims of evil, that God is just 
and will punish. But it also leaves us 
with a big problem because ‘All have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God’ (Rom. 3:23) We are all guilty and 
justly deserve God’s judgment, but 
wonderfully there is one more thing 

from these opening verses we can 
learn about God.

4. god is graCious

Why does God send Jonah? Why send 
a Hebrew to go hundreds of miles 
from his home to pronounce God’s 
displeasure against that pagan city? 
Because God is gracious, he is showing 
his unmerited kindness to judgment-
deserving sinners, by sending Jonah. 
He desires that the Ninevites would 
turn back to him. He sends Jonah to 
awaken and warn them, that their 
destruction may be avoided, and 
they may be saved. In doing so, he is 
also faithfully keeping his promise to 
Abraham, that through his offspring all 
the nations will be blessed (Gen. 12:3). 

At Christmas time, we remember 
how God, in the same manner, sent 
his Servant to a people deserving 
of judgment, to bring a message of 
hope, goodwill and salvation. Jesus, 
like Jonah, was sent in love; and not 
just to bring a message but to provide 
the way of rescue and salvation from 
condemnation by his own death in the 
place of sinners. God truly is gracious.

The Bible is all about God and in these 
opening verses of this small book, we 
see wonderful and glorious truths about 
our great God, a God who is personal, 
sovereign, just, and gracious.  When you 
read the Bible, pray that God would 
open your eyes that you may behold 
wonderful things about your God, that 
you may bow down and adore him. o
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Constantine identified himself with 
Christianity in the Edict of Milan in 
ad 313, Christianity had been illegal, and 
Christians had been persecuted, often 
severely. But now Christians could worship 
freely and without fear (in the main).

Have you ever heard of Gregory 
Nazianzen? Probably not, but most 
certainly you should. Gregory was born, 
in what today is Turkey, just when 
Christianity became a ‘legal religion’ 
(religio licita). Until the Emperor 

Gregory 
Nazianzen

( a d  3 2 9 - 3 9 0 )

rEv. ian 
haMilton

21SPRING 2022

Learning from Church History



22 Presbyterian network

During this time, the newly legalized 
church was faced with a number of 
heresies that sought to undermine the 
clear teaching of the Bible. The first of 
these was Arianism, named after Arius, 
a priest in Alexandria, who taught 
that the Son of God was a creature 
and not truly God. We have seen that 
Athanasius was raised up by God to 
oppose Arianism (‘Athanasius and 
the Arian Controversy’, Presbyterian 
Network, Winter 2020).

The second major heresy to confront 
the church was teaching that denied 
the truth of the Holy Trinity, that the 
One God, was three Persons.  One of 
the men raised up by God to defend 
the truth of God’s Triune being was 
Gregory of Nazianzus.

Twelve hundred years after Gregory, 
John Calvin, as he expounded the 
biblical truth about God, wrote: ‘These 
words of Gregory vastly delight me.’ 
Calvin rarely expressed such language. 
What were the words of Gregory 
that so ‘vastly delighted’ him? Read, 
learn, and be astonished. Gregory is 
preparing a young man for baptism 
(this is a long quote, but please savour 
its truth and affection):

Besides all this and before all, 
keep I pray you the good deposit, 
by which I live and work, and 
which I desire to have as the 
companion of my departure; 
with which I endure all that is 
so distressful, and despise all 
delights; the confession of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy 

Ghost. This I commit unto you 
today; with this I will baptize you 
and make you grow. This I give you 
to share, and to defend all your 
life, the One Godhead and Power, 
found in the Three in Unity, and 
comprising the Three separately, 
not unequal, in substances or 
natures, neither increased nor 
diminished by superiorities or 
inferiorities; in every respect equal, 
in every respect the same; just as 
the beauty and the greatness of 
the heavens is one; the infinite 
conjunction of Three Infinite 
Ones, Each God when considered 
in Himself; as the Father so the 
Son, as the Son so the Holy 
Ghost; the Three One God when 
contemplated together; Each 
God because Consubstantial; One 
God because of the Monarchia. 
No sooner do I conceive of the 
One than I am illumined by the 
Splendour of the Three; no sooner 
do I distinguish Them than I am 
carried back to the One. When 
I think of any One of the Three I 
think of Him as the Whole, and my 
eyes are filled, and the greater part 
of what I am thinking of escapes 
me. I cannot grasp the greatness 
of That One so as to attribute a 
greater greatness to the Rest. 
When I contemplate the Three 
together, I see but one torch, and 
cannot divide or measure out the 
Undivided Light. (Oration 40.41).

Why should such words vastly delight 
a Christian? For any number of 
reasons; let me mention three:

22 PRESBYTERIAN NETWORK



23Spring 2022

1.  Christian worship is Trinitarian: 
‘through him we both have 
access in one Spirit to the Father’ 
(Eph.2:18). In Christian worship, 
the Triune God is front and centre. 
The absolute equality of the Three 
Persons in power and in glory, 
does not mean there is not order 
in the Godhead. Ordinarily, as 
the New Testament invariably 
reminds us, we come 
to the Father, through 
the grace and merits of 
the Son, enabled and 
inwardly quickened 
by the Holy Spirit. This 
is why our sung praise 
should principally, if not 
exclusively, be Trinitarian. 
This is why our prayers, 
public and private should 
reflect the One who is 
Three in his Oneness. 

2. Christian mission is 
Trinitarian and leads to 
baptism into the one 
name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 
28:19). We should never forget that 
the Lord Jesus Christ was the Sent 
One of the Father and upheld by 
the Holy Spirit from womb to tomb 
(see Heb. 9:14). 

3. Christian salvation is Trinitarian, 
the Father in love sending his 
Son, the Son in grace living and 
dying in our place, the Holy Spirit 
bringing sinners to the new birth. 
We must never dislocate the cross 
from its foundation in the will and 

purpose of the Triune God. When 
Paul wrote, ‘we preach Christ and 
him crucified’, what is understood 
is that he preached a divinely sent 
Christ and a Spirit-upheld Christ.

Everything that is rests on the truth 
of who God is, and he has revealed 
himself as being the Three in One 
God. No more One than Three, and 

no more Three than One. 
No wonder Calvin was 
‘vastly delighted’? Are you? 
If not, why not? Perhaps 
our fundamental problem 
is that we do not take the 
time to think and ponder 
as our forefathers (and 
mothers) did. The doctrine 
of God is not a study for 
the theologically inclined; 
it is the privilege and duty 
of every Christian. The God 
who needed nothing and no 
one to increase his perfect 
felicity, the Triune God, 
chose to create a world and 
save a people for his glory 

and their eternal blessedness. Surely 
we should daily be singing the great 
words penned by Martin Rinkhart 
(1636):

All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
the Son, and Him who reigns
with them in highest heaven,
the one, eternal God,
whom earth and heaven adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore. 
Amen. o

the doctrine 
of god is 
not a study 
for the 
theologically 
inclined; it is 
the privilege 
and duty 
of every 
Christian.
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After looking at what prayer is and how we 
are encouraged by it, we see the question 
that has to follow in the Catechism. If I 
want to pray and I am motivated to pray, 
what should I pray? How can I be sure that 
my prayer is right? Somehow this question 
seems wrong, but we come before the 
holy almighty God and we want to be 
sure that our prayers are appropriate. It 
is not a question of being able to speak 
particularly eloquently. It is about finding 
the right content. 

praying 
with 
jesus

p
a

r
t 
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What rule do we have?

Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 99: What rule has God 
given for our direction in prayer? 

Answer: 
The whole Word of God is of use to 
direct us in prayer; but the special 
rule of direction is that form of 
prayer which Christ taught his 
disciples, commonly called the 
Lord’s Prayer.

rEv. JohannEs MüllEr
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We can all agree that God has not 
promised us wealth or prosperity. If we 
are doing well, then we are grateful. 
But Paul admonishes us that ‘having 
food and clothing, with these we 
shall be content’ (1 Tim. 6:8). If Christ 
promises us neither prosperity nor 
riches, then what are we to pray for? 
The Shorter Catechism answers this 
for us. We will see more clearly, as we 
go through the Lord’s Prayer, what we 
should be praying for. With question 
99 we see this question answered 
more generally. 

First we will see why the Catechism 
speaks of a rule. Then, second, we will 
see a fundamental truth that takes 
the pressure off our prayer life, namely 
the sufficiency of Scripture. Third, we 
will look at the whole thing in a more 
practical way. 

god’s word is our rule

The very word ‘rule’ gives many 
Christians the creeps. We don’t like 
rules. It is in our nature as sinful 
human beings to reject rules because 
we reject authority. Since Adam and 
Eve disobeyed, we tend to disobey. 
That is why we do not like rules. 

Then we also think that prayer is free 
after all. The Spirit of God will guide 
us. We can come to our Father as 
children. We should ask and it will 
be given to us. Why should we think 
about rules? Should we not trust 
God’s Spirit to help us in our weakness 
instead of making rules?

Perhaps it is more helpful to talk 
about a ruler, rather than rules. It 
is not so much about laying down 
words or having prayer formulae. 
The Catechism wants to help us by 
showing us what we can pay attention 
to. It gives us a help that we can use 
as a guide. That was exactly Jesus’ goal 
when he gave us the Lord’s Prayer. 

The general rule or standard for prayer 
is God’s Word. The Catechism says: 
‘The whole Word of God is useful 
to guide us in prayer’. So if you ask 
yourself ‘What can I pray for?’or ‘What 
should I pray for in this situation?’ the 
Bible gives you an answer. There you 
will find help and guidance. It is full of 
prayers of the saints. The Psalms are 
a book full of prayers for all situations 
in life. Jesus himself and the apostles 
give us great motivation to pray. This 
leads us to a general truth that we 
need to keep in mind. 

god’s word is enough

Question 1 of the shorter Catechism 
shows us what we are created for, 
namely, to glorify God and enjoy 
him forever. The second and third 
questions deal with the Word of 
God. One thing becomes clear 
immediately: God’s Word is sufficient. 
Question 2 follows with ‘The Word 
of God, which is contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, is the only rule to 
direct us how we may glorify and 
enjoy him.’ God has given us exactly 
one standard by which we should 
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This is the promise that God gives us. 
If we pray according to his will, then 
he will give it to us. His will is written 
down in Scripture. We should not look 
anywhere else. We should study his 
Word and then pray accordingly. Then 
we can wait because we know he will 
give it to us.

the lord’s prayer  
helps us

The whole Word of God helps us in 
prayer. But then the Catechism also 
says: ‘but the special rule of direction 
is that form of prayer which Christ 
taught his disciples, commonly called 
the Lord’s Prayer.‘ 

Imagine you want to make tomato 
sauce. You take all the ingredients 
and throw them into a pot. You let it 
all boil for 30 minutes and you have a 
delicious sauce. But if you leave the pot 
on the cooker for an hour, the sauce 
tastes more intense and better. A 
good friend, a chef, once told me that 
a good sauce must cook for at least 
three hours. The longer you let a sauce 
cook, the better the taste will be. 

We can look at prayer in a similar way. 
Everything we find in Scripture helps 
us in prayer. But then there are parts 
of the Bible that are more compact 
and help us to pray a little better. Just 
think of the Psalms, or the prayers 
Paul gives us in his letters, the prayers 
of Daniel in Babylon, or prayers of 
the prophets. These passages are like 
tomato sauce after an hour. The truth 

measure all our lives. That is God’s 
Word. That is all we need. 

The Westminster Confession tells us 
in chapter 1.6: ‘The whole counsel of 
God concerning all things necessary 
for His own glory, man’s salvation, 
faith and life, is either expressly set 
down in Scripture, or by good and 
necessary consequence may be 
deduced from Scripture: unto which 
nothing at any time is to be added, 
whether by new revelations of the 
Spirit, or traditions of men.’

Everything we need to live before God 
in this world is found in the Word of 
God. We do not search the traditions 
of the church and we do not wait for 
new revelations of the Spirit, but we 
study God’s Word. It is the same with 
prayer. Everything we need to pray 
we find in the Word of God. Of course, 
we find great encouragement when 
we hear others pray. We find help 
when we read prayers from the past, 
prayers of the Puritans and other great 
theologians. But all these prayers have 
one thing in common. They are based 
on the Word of God. Because God’s 
Word is all we need to pray. 

The Word of God is the only guarantee 
that God will answer our prayers. How 
often we pray for things that don’t 
happen. Perhaps God does not want 
to answer us right away. But often 
it may be things that God has never 
promised to us. In 1 John 5:14 we read, 
‘Now this is the confidence that we 
have in Him, that if we ask anything 
according to His will, He hears us.’ 
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is the same, but it is more intense. 
Then when we take the Lord’s Prayer, 
we find the sauce that was on the 
cooker for three hours. Everything we 
can pray is reduced to this one prayer. 

That is practical and helpful. Because 
if you don’t know what to pray, start 
with the Lord’s Prayer. Pray it once, or 
twice. Then you can start the prayer 
and stop after the first statement 
and think about what it means that 
God is our Father. You can go to other 
passages in the Bible that talk about 
this. So you take the concentrated 
prayer and see how the Scripture talks 
about it. As we go through the Lord’s 
Prayer with the catechism, we will 
see how much content there is in this 
little prayer.

the lord’s prayer is there 
 for everyone

When the sauce has been cooking for 
three hours, most of the liquid is gone, 
but there are still all the ingredients 
in the pot, in the sauce. Even if the 
Lord’s Prayer is short, it contains all 
the things we can and should pray 
for. Unfortunately, the Lord’s Prayer 
is more and more forgotten. Most 
congregations no longer pray it in 
worship. Many Christians immediately 
think of it as empty babbling, like the 
pagans. I grew up in catholic Bavaria 
and everyone in the village knew the 
Lord’s Prayer, but it meant nothing to 
them. It was a formula that one spoke 
to get forgiveness of sins. Of course, 
that is wrong. But that does not mean 

that we should not use it.

Precisely because it is so compact 
and simple, it is a prayer for everyone. 
Every Christian can pray the Lord’s 
Prayer. Every Christian can learn this 
prayer. My son is two years old and can 
neither read nor write, but he can pray 
the Lord’s Prayer with the rest of the 
family, before we put our children to 
bed. So he has the basis for learning 
how to pray. Every Christian who does 
not know what to pray can pray the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

It is a prayer that gives us security 
because it is the prayer that Jesus 
himself gave us. In Matthew 6 Jesus 
warns us against praying falsely, like 
the Pharisees or pagans. Instead we 
are to pray like this and then he gives 
us the Lord’s Prayer. In Luke 11, Jesus’ 
disciples want to learn to pray and 
Jesus gives them an instruction; the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

When we pray this prayer, we can be 
sure that it will be answered. It is the 
prayer that pleases God because he 
has given it to us. It gives us comfort 
and confidence. For as we have 
already seen in 1 John, in this we find 
our confidence that God hears our 
prayers if they are according to his 
Word. 

It doesn’t really get more practical 
than that. If you want to learn to pray, 
study your Bible. Read the prayers in 
Scripture. Study the Lord’s Prayer and 
learn what each petition means. Take 
the catechism and study it. o
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a personal journey

As a child, until my early twenties, I 
attended an Anglican church in Cape 
Town. I was baptized as an infant, 
and as a member of that church, 
witnessed numerous infant baptisms.
In my early twenties, while serving 
with Operation Mobilisation (OM) I 
discovered reformed theology. Those 
who influenced me on this theological 

andrEW grahaM

Occasionally I am asked how I 
came to the Presbyterian position 
on baptism, having previously 
served as the minister of a Baptist 
Church for several years. The 
following outlines my ‘unexpected 
journey’ to the conviction that 
infant baptism is biblical.

Christian 
Baptism
a n  u n e x p e C t e d  j o u r n e y



29Spring 2022

journey held to the Baptist position, 
that only those who professed faith 
should be baptized, and that baptism 
should be by full immersion. They 
argued that the New Testament 
does not teach infant baptism. One 
preacher quipped, ‘I have written a 
book called, What the New Testament 
Teaches about Infant Baptism. 
There is a front cover and back cover 
and inside are blank pages!’ We all 

laughed. While serving with OM I was 
baptized by full immersion.

On completion of my commitment 
of service with OM, I trained for the 
ministry and later served for 14 years 
as the minister of a Baptist Church in 
north Wales. These were blessed years 
of fellowship and ministry and I am 
thankful to the Lord for them.

However, as I studied the Scriptures, 
I began to question whether my 
outright rejection of infant baptism 
had been necessary. As I read John 
Calvin, the Puritans, the Reformed 
Confessions, John Murray, Sinclair 
Ferguson and other like-minded men, 
I asked myself, Why do I agree with 
them on everything, except baptism?

As I investigated the matter further, 
three things became clear to me.

First, it became clear to me what I 
did not believe about infant baptism.
My home church in Cape Town 
was a ‘high church’ with Roman 
Catholic leanings, teaching baptismal 
regeneration. This doctrine teaches 
that through the act of baptism, 
the infant is freed from sin and 
regenerated as a child of God. I could 
not agree with this, knowing that the 
Scriptures taught that we are saved 
by grace through faith in Jesus Christ 
(Eph. 2:8), and that regeneration is 
the inward work of the Holy Spirit. No 
outward sign could impart spiritual 
life to the infant, which means that 
the water baptism did not cause 
regeneration. In rejecting infant 

in rejeCting 
infant Baptism, i 

was unknowingly 
rejeCting 
Baptismal 

regeneration, 
unaware of the 

BiBliCal position 
of Covenant 

Baptism.
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baptism, I was unknowingly rejecting 
baptismal regeneration, unaware 
of the biblical position of covenant 
baptism. I knew what I did not believe 
about infant baptism, without careful 
consideration that the Bible might say 
something else about infant baptism.

Second, it became clear to me what I 
did believe about infant baptism.
As I read the Reformed Confessions, I 
started to grasp what the Scriptures 
were saying about the baptism 
of infants. Through baptism, the 
baptized infant becomes part of the 
Christian community, with access to 
the special privileges of that covenant 
community. As the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism 95 says, ‘[T]he 
infants of such as are members of 
the visible church are to be baptized’. 
According to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith 28, baptism is a 
‘sign and seal’. It is a sign pointing to 
what Christ has done and what he 
offers to those who receive him by 
faith; and it is a seal, validating the 
infant’s membership into the visible 
church.

These sections in the Westminster 
Standards are written with the 
assumption that the reader 
understands the distinction between 
the invisible and visible church, a 
distinction which I had not properly 
grasped. The invisible church, the 
Westminster Larger Catechism (WLC) 
64 explains, is ‘the whole number 
of the elect, that have been, are, or 
shall be gathered into one under 
Christ the head.’ No one, therefore, 

is a member of the invisible church 
without regeneration and faith. This 
was as true under the Old Covenant 
as it is under the New Covenant. A 
true Israelite, according to the apostle 
Paul, is one who is one inwardly (Rom. 
2:28-29).

The visible church, on the other 
hand, the WLC 62 says, is ‘a society 
made up of all such as in all ages and 
places of the world do profess the 
true religion, and of their children.’1 
In the same way that the infants of 
Israelites would be considered part of 
the covenant community through the 
sign and seal of circumcision (Gen. 
17:9-14), so the infants of those who are 
members of the visible church should 
be considered part of the Christian 
covenant community through the 
sign and seal of baptism (Acts 2:38-
39). Christian parents then, having 
baptized their children, properly using 
the means that God has given to the 
church, trust the Lord in time to bring 
their children, who are members of 
the visible church, to regeneration and 
faith, making them also members of 
the invisible church.

The place of children in the visible 
church was never an issue for me until 
I had my own children. What was their 
relationship to the Christian covenant 
community? Were they ‘little pagans’ 
until they exercised personal faith 
and received believers’ baptism? Or 
were they to be considered Christians? 
But if so, on what basis could I call 
them Christians, knowing that they 
had not yet believed and that they 
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had not yet been baptized? 
The distinction between the 
invisible and visible church, 
with children sharing in the 
privileges of the visible church 
through baptism, helped me 
to understand their place in 
the church. 

A short word of application is 
appropriate here before we 
move on. As Presbyterians 
who embrace what the 
Scriptures teach about 
baptism, shouldn’t greater 
emphasis be placed in public 
services and church prayer 
meetings on prayers for 
covenant children to embrace 
their parents’ God? Also, as we 
weep with those who weep, 
shouldn’t there be more 
prayers of lament for those 
whose children and family 
members have wandered 
from the faith, praying 
that they will return to the 
Covenant LORD?

Third, it became clear to me 
that the New Testament 
does teach infant baptism.
The preacher’s joke, 
mentioned above, was a good 
one. In my years as a Baptist 
minister, I used it myself 
and then followed it up with 
the key lesson: The New 
Testament says nothing about 
infant baptism. However, 
I began to see that the 
preacher’s quip was a truism. 

Deeper reflection revealed 
that the New Testament says 
far more about infant baptism 
than I (and arguably, that 
preacher) ever appreciated!

This is not an essay, but 
an explanation of my own 
personal journey. Therefore, 
although more could be said, 
I want to limit this section 
to Acts 2:38-39, which was 
the passage that convinced 
me that infant baptism was 
practised by the early church.

In this chapter, the apostle 
Peter is preaching to Jews 
who, since the days of 
Abraham, had practised the 
circumcision of their male 
infants. The LORD had said 
to Abraham in Genesis 17:12, 
‘For the generations to come 
every male among you who 
is eight days old must be 
circumcised, including those 
born in your household or 
bought with money from a 
foreigner – those who are not 
your offspring.’ The LORD, in 
this command, recognises 
three categories of people. 
First, there are Israelites who 
are already circumcised; 
second, there are the male 
infants of Israelites who are 
to be circumcised as a sign 
of their belonging in the 
covenant community; and 
third, there are the foreigners 
who may gain access to what 

Having 
baptized 
their 
children, 
Christian 
parents trust 
the Lord 
in time to 
bring their 
children to 
regeneration 
and faith.

As we weep 
with those 
who weep, 
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there be 
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Covenant 
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is not theirs by birth, through entrance 
into the covenant community by 
circumcision.

Reading the Old Testament, I noticed 
that these categories 
were frequently repeated, 
revealing that they 
became important 
distinctions for the 
Israelite people. For 
example, Isaiah 57:19 
speaks about the LORD’s 
peace for those who are 
‘near’ and for those who 
are ‘far off’. Deuteronomy 
6:7 says that the people 
of Israel must impress the 
commandments of the 
LORD on their children. 
The Psalms repeatedly 
remind us that the 
blessings of the LORD 
are for the Israelites, their 
children, and for Gentiles 
who turn away from 
idols (Psalm 67:1-7; Psalm 
127:3-5). Psalm 72:10 looks 
forward to a time when 
distant nations will bring 
tribute to the LORD.

Returning to Acts 2, the apostle Peter 
is preaching to Jews who understood 
these three categories of people. 
The crowd is ‘cut to the heart’ as the 
resurrection of Christ is preached, and 
asks, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ The 
answer Peter gives in Acts 2:38-39 is, 
‘Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 
promise is for you and your children 
and for all who are far off – for all 
whom the Lord our God will call.’ We 
must read those words and ask how 

a Jewish audience would 
have understood them.

In the past I would 
have made the case for 
believers’ baptism from 
these verses, explaining 
that the Jewish audience 
would have understood 
that repentance is 
a conscious act and 
therefore they would 
have only presented 
themselves for baptism. 
However, such reasoning 
neglects to ask how the 
Jewish audience would 
have interpreted verse 39, 
especially the words, ‘The 
promise is for you and 
your children…’2 Those 
words ‘and your children’ 
would have been heard 
by a Jewish audience 
with Genesis 17 at the 

forefront of their minds. What would 
those who were cut to the heart have 
done? I believe the only conclusion 
is that they would have presented 
themselves and their children for 
baptism. Any other conclusion would 
be anachronistic. 

An anachronism is a chronological 
mistake.3 It is to place something 
from a different period of time into 
another historical setting. I once saw 

when i 
understood that 
the scriptures 
do not teach 
baptismal 
regeneration, 
while still 
teaching 
the baptism 
of infants, i 
embraced the 
biblical teaching 
of covenant 
baptism, as 
explained in 
the reformed 
Confessions.
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1 Emphasis mine
2 Emphasis mine
3 Bloomsbury Concise English Dictionary, 
2nd Edition, London, 2005.
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a picture of Abraham Lincoln 
using a mobile phone. This is an 
anachronism. A mobile phone 
is out of place in a picture of a 
nineteenth century American 
President. In the same way, it is 
anachronistic to think that those 
who presented themselves for 
baptism would have done so 
without their children, having 
heard the covenantal words, ‘and 
your children’. I concluded I had 
been interpreting Peter’s words 
in Acts 2:38-39 through the lens 
of my experiences in the 21st 
Century, rather than through the 
lens of a first century Jew with the 
promises made to Abraham in 
mind.

ConClusion

In summary, when I understood 
that the Scriptures do not teach 
baptismal regeneration, while still 
teaching the baptism of infants, 
I embraced the biblical teaching 
of covenant baptism, as explained 
in the Reformed Confessions. It 
was an unexpected journey, but 
one I am grateful to have made. 
The Presbyterian position on 
baptism is biblical, historical, and 
delightful. Let us boldly uphold 
and proclaim what the Bible 
teaches. o

SPRING 2022

Book 
recommendation

The killing of unborn babies in the 
UK continues, year after year. This 
book is extremely helpful. It is easy 
to read, extremely well researched 
and informed. 

Dr Chris Richards and 
Ben and Valentina Cadoux-Hudson

thinking 
aBout 
aBortion? 
Where do we begin? 
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  Barry - Christ ChurCh

Christ Church Presbyterian, Jerusalem Chapel, 
Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB. 
Sun. 11am & 5pm, Wed. 4pm
Minister: Rev. Drew Goodman

  07888 638224
  agoodman@christchurchbarry.org.uk
  christchurchbarry.org.uk

  Berlin
Luisenstrasse 39, 10117 Berlin, Sun. 11am
Kettinger Strasse 131, 12305, 
Berlin. Midweek. 8pm
Minister: Rev. Johannes Müller

  +491763102904
  johannes.mueller@epkd.de
  www.epkd.de 

  BlaCkBurn
Fecitt Brow, Blackburn, Lancashire BB1 2AZ
Sun. 11am & 6.30pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Norman Green

  01254 260388

  Bury st edmunds
Newbury Community Centre
St. Olaves Rd, Bury St Edmunds IP32 6RW, 
Sun. 11am & 5.30pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Matthew Jolley

  07891 201748
  matthewjolley@mac.com
  bse-pc.org

  CamBridge
Queen Emma Primary School, Gunhild Way (am)
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Westfield Lane (pm)
Sun. 10.30am & 6pm, Thu. 7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Douglas McCallum

  07855 130526
  dmccallum1981@gmail.com
  cambridgepres.org.uk

  Cardiff - immanuel

Heol Trelai, Caerau, Cardiff CF5 5LJ
Sun. 10.30am & 6pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Dr Peter Naylor

  029 2040 5750 / 07773 093738
  peter.naylor@immanuel.org.uk
  immanuelcaerau.org.uk

  Chelmsford
Hall Street Methodist Church
Chelmsford CM2 0HG
Sun. 11.30am & 6pm, Thu. 8pm
Minister: Rev. Darren Moore

  01245 690559
  darrenmoore@chelmsfordpres.co.uk
  chelmsfordpres.org.uk

  Cheltenham - naunton lane

23 Naunton Lane, Leckhampton
Cheltenham GL53 7BJ
Sun. 10.30am & 6pm, Wed. 7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Matt Faux

  07929 527 631
  MattFaux@cheltenhampres.org.uk
  cheltenhampres.org.uk

  Cheltenham - north

Whaddon Road E.P. Church
Rear of Claremont, Whaddon Rd,
Cheltenham GL52 5LZ
Sun. 11am & 6.00pm
Minister: Rev. David Pfeiffer

  07846 858766
  drpfeiffer85@hotmail.com
  whaddonevangelicalchurch.org

  Cardiff - ely

Archer Road, Ely, Cardiff CF5 4FR
Sun 10:30am & 5:30pm, Wed 7:00pm
Minister: Rev. Philip Haines

  029 2059 6410/07703 859 258
  philiphaines@live.com
  epcreformed.org

epCew Church Directory

  Cardiff - Bethel

Michaelston Rd, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff CF5 4SX
Sun. 11am & 6pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Andrew Graham

 029 2059 5000
  andrewmichaelgraham@gmail.com 
  bethelpcr.org.uk 
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  durham
The Chapel, Laburnum Avenue
Durham, DH1 4HA
Sun. 10.30am & 3.30pm, Thu.7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Phil Baiden

  07714 340 892
  philbaiden@yahoo.co.uk
  durhampresbyterian.church

  hexham
The Torch Centre, Corbridge Rd (near hospital) 
Hexham NE46 1QS
Sun. 10am & 5pm, Wed. 7:30pm
Contact: Mr John Cook

  01434 609691
  johncookatmca@hotmail.com
  hexhampres.uk

  sheffield
Hill Top Chapel, Attercliffe Common, 
Sheffield S9 2AD
Sun. 10am (SS), 11am & 5pm
Minister: Rev. Dr Kevin Bidwell

  0114 2431720 / 07954 546487
  kevinjbidwell@me.com
  sheffieldpres.org.uk

  tranås
Höggatan 8, 57333, Tranås, Sweden
Sun. 10am
Contact: Trygve Lundblad

  +46 (0)70 238 70 75
  trygve.tranas@gmail.com

  solihull
Tudor Grange Academy, Dingle Lane, 
Solihull B91 3PD 
11am and 5pm.
Minister: Rev. Dr Stephen Dancer

  0121 707 1826
  info@solihullpres.org.uk
  solihullpres.org.uk

Clerk of presBytery
Dr Falko Drijfhout, 63 Larchwood, Keele, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, ST5 5BB

  01782 611280 / 07811 387438  
  f.drijfhout12@gmail.com 

  oxford
10:30am meeting online via Zoom/Youtube
5pm Friends Meeting House 
(43 St Giles’, OX1 3LW)
Minister: Rev. Andy Young

  07963 139683
  andy@oxfordpres.co.uk
  oxfordpres.co.uk

  salford, manChester

River View Primary School, 
1 Wheaters St, Salford, M7 1QZ
Sun. 11am & 5pm.
Minister: Rev. Chris Statter

  07914 048085
  salfordEPC@gmail.com
  salfordEPC.org.uk

  sunderland
Fulwell Community Library, 
11 Station Road, Sunderland, 
SR6 9AA. Sun. 10:30am & 5:00pm
Minister: Rev. Nathan Hilton

  07960 677510
  contact@sunderlandpres.org.uk 
  sunderlandpres.org.uk 

Rear of 336 Holderness Rd
Hull, HU9 3DQ. Sun. 10.30am 
Contact: Rev. Joshua Rieger (Hexham)

  07930 016785
  joshuamrieger@gmail.com

  hull

  linColn
Location: Please contact us for details.
Minister: Rev. Dr Kevin Bidwell

  07954 546487
  lincolnepc.org.uk

  ZüriCh
Minister: Pfr. Florian Weicken

  +41763080787
  florian.weicken@zuerichpres.ch
  zuerichpres.ch

  glouCester 

10:30am The Farmers Club (Greville Cl, GL2 9RG)
5pm St Mary’s Congregational Church (GL1 2QS)
Minister: Rev. Michael Cochran

  07810 268 284
  mcochran@worldwitness.org
  gloucesterpres.co.uk

  newCastle - all saints

Church address: Pilgrim Street, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2ES
Office: All Saints Church Office, Third Floor, 
Alderman Fenwick’s House, 98-100 Pilgrim 
Street,Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 6SG
Minister: Rev. Benjamin Wontrop

  0191 261 6933
  contact@allsaintspres.org.uk
  allsaintspres.org.uk



Alistair Begg
Simon Calvert
Dave Garner

Paul Levy
Jon Payne

Warren Peel

Bookings now open for the
2022 conference

presbyterianseminary.org.uk
contact@wpts.org.uk

20th - 22nd Oct | Newcastle
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