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EDITOR'’S
NOTE

When Moses asked the LORD to show him
his glory, the LORD began by showing
him that he is ‘compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger and abounding

in mercy and truth, keeping mercy

for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin..." (Exod. 34:6-7).
These words re-echo through Scripture
until we come to John'’s declaration,
‘God is love’ (1 John 4:7-11).

The stunning truth is that the glory of
God is to be seen also in the church of
the Lord Jesus Christ - that Christ might
dwell in our hearts, that we should be
rooted and grounded in love.. and he
will be glorified in the church in Christ
Jesus for ever (Eph. 3:17-21). Indeed, as
Christ has loved us, so he calls us to love
one another and that is the badge of
our discipleship (John 13:34-35).

Easy to talk about, perhaps? But hard to
practise! Indeed, it demands the work
of the Holy Spirit in his omnipotence, to
raise us up to love one another. We are
not able; but God is able to accomplish
thisin us. o
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on the Churches

© BARRY - CHRIST CHURCH

‘Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget
not all his benefits’ (Ps. 103:2). The
Lord has brought improvement in the
health condition of several members
who experienced unusually long
hospital stays. The Lord has kept
them, and they are back with us on
the Lord’s Day. Their perseverance
has been an encouragement that
the Lord’s grace is all-sufficient in our
trials. While attendance fluctuates,
Christ Church has about 25 members
and regular visitors. We hosted a
youth outreach consisting of a chess
night with a Bible lesson during

the February half term. We are

Drew teaching a group of young people

SPRING 2023 03

encouraged by the participation of

a growing number of women from
various churches in Barry and Cardiff
in a ladies Bible study hosted at Christ
Church for women and teenage girls.
Drew Goodman and his family will be
moving to Uganda in the summer to
work with African Bible University. We
pray for the Lord to enable our Session
to put in place suitable ministry and
pastoral care during an interim and

to lead us in our search for a pastoral
candidate.

Z Lauren Goodman

© BERLIN

Berlin is coming back to life. The
weather is getting warmer again,

and tourists are returning more and
more after the last of the Corona

virus restrictions have been lifted.

As a church we see God's grace. For
about nine months we have been
fasting and praying once a month for
church growth (especially conversions)
and financial stability. In the last few
months we have been welcoming
guests and are especially happy to
have two men who have recently
come to faith and are showing
interest in membership. We will begin
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membership classes in the next few
weeks. God willing, we will be adding
new members to the visible church of
Jesus Christ through the sign and seal
of baptism in the coming months.

Our usual church activities continue
to consist of two worship services

on Sunday and a prayer meeting on
Wednesday. In the morning service |
preach through the Gospel of Luke and
in the afternoon through the Shorter
Catechism. On Wednesdays we have
been working on different topics (e.g.
God/Trinity, fasting). Over the next few
months we will be exploring a theme
of the Sunday sermon in more depth.

Z Johannes Mliller

© BLACKBURN

We are encouraged that a new family,
former missionaries, have started
attending, and have asked for baptism.
Rev. Norman Green asks for prayer for
unction from on high for his preaching
of the Word each Lord’s Day; and prayer
for the church as it seeks to restart
evangelistic open-air preaching.

The church is currently without an
organist, and is praying that the Lord
would supply this need, that an organist
might come in to assist with their
worship. We are very thankful to God
for his faithfulness over so many years.

Z Norman Green

© BURY ST EDMUNDS

We opened the year with a week of
gatherings for prayer and thankfulness
which were fortifying. We have been
particularly grateful for the number

of children joining us, and for the
recent baptism of two of them, Caleb
and Joshua Eley; the addition of a
children’s sermon to the service has
been a joy, and the growth of the
Sunday School a great blessing. In
addition to the youth classes there is
a group investigating the Westminster
Confession of Faith — led cogently by
our Elder, Kevin McGrane — as well as
a Friday study group for the women
of the church at which they can enjoy
a meal together. In these and all the
activities of the church we are most
thankful for many encouragements.

2 Josh Townsend

©®© CAMBRIDGE

The first signs of spring are in the air
which does lift the spirit, all part of
God's goodness to us as we look afresh
at his great creation. We have also
been lifted, as it were, by being able to
welcome new folk into membership,
such a joy after saying our farewells to
dear friends over the summer period.
It is an encouragement to us and we



SPRING 2023 » 05

® SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

look, not selfishly | hope, to the Lord to
do more..and more! He is too good a
God to miss out on.

We have spent some time of late
thinking and praying about a
building of our own, and we have
even looked at certain sites, but all
it seems to no avail. There are key
players in the property market in
Cambridge and they have a voracious
appetite, as well as very deep
pockets, for real estate. Do pray on
for us in this regard, as we remind
ourselves, ‘the cattle on a thousand
hills...".

We are going through the

required process to appoint a new
deacon, a couple of our members

are beginning a meeting for
internationals hoping to be able to
reach them with the gospel, and
there have been two missions this
term at the two universities in the
town. We continue to be thankful for
all the good folk who labour tirelessly
to keep the church going in its
various activities as well as the day-to-
day concern shown for one another in
a host of ways.

We press on through the ups and
downs of church life delighting in the
good things God grants to us.

2 Peter Leverton

© CARDIFF - ARCHER ROAD

God has blessed our recent
community outreach events, bringing
in visitors and new children joining
our Sunday School. Fresh teachers

in the Lord’s Day morning Sunday
School and volunteer leaders in our
Friday evening Youth Group have
added a dynamism to these learning
and fellowship contexts. Georgia

and Emily Swain, (the second set of
twins in this family of seven!), recently
received the sign and seal of God'’s
covenant, in a service which saw both
sacraments celebrated - an occasion
of great joy and thanksgiving. A local
school has welcomed our partnership
with their scheme to help the needy
in our neighbourhood, which is one
of the most deprived in the city, who
struggle to afford basics such as
cleaning products and toiletries.

Rev. Philip Haines has reached
Hebrews chapter 11 in his ongoing
Sunday morning series, bringing us
much encouragement and challenge.
Sunday evenings have been taken

up with the great prophecy of Isaiah,
through which God is graciously
reminding us of His sovereignty,
justice and mercy.

Z John McCabe
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© CARDIFF - BETHEL

Our minister, Andrew Graham, has had
a busy time, including representing
the EPCEW at the ICRC in Namibia last
October. During November, we began
a week of prayer and awareness for the
suffering and persecuted church and
invited Saghar Mansouri, an Iranian
Christian, to share her testimony of her
struggles in her country. The following
link gives more information:
https://vimeo.com/544931343.

In January, we took up the
Government initiative of ‘Warm
Spaces’ and invited our local
community to join us for refreshments
and a bite to eat. A number of visitors
have entered the doors of the church
and we pray that we may build on this
connection with them.

Following a study in the book of
Proverbs on Sunday evenings, we are
now looking at the book of Ezra, whilst
continuing with the Gospel of Luke on
Sunday mornings. God has blessed the
church with the promise of two new
covenant babies this year, the first, Lucas
David Pinches, arriving in February.

Our Easter Services were well
attended and we pray that members
of our community will also want to
hear the gospel. Our annual Easter
Egg Hunt was very well attended with
114 children registered to take part,
offering a great opportunity for us to
welcome them and their families to
Bethel Church.

Our minister is also travelling to South
Korea in April to speak about the
work of the gospel in Cardiff, and to
raise awareness of the gospel needs

in the UK. These meetings will provide
various opportunities to speak and
preach, as well as to network and Lord
willing, form partnerships. We would
value prayer for his safekeeping and
travelling mercies.

2 Patricia Stowell
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© CARDIFF - IMMANUEL

It is so good to welcome new

visitors to our services. The Lord has
encouraged us in this and also in the
steadfastness of many members. But
the last few months have also brought
some trials. Some members have
been suffering illness. Rev. Richard
Holst has needed hospital care and
surgery. Our brother John Llewellyn
is grieving over the recent death of
his mother (at age 102), which came
less than a year after the loss of his
wife, Mavis. At the end of February, Dr
John Naylor was taken home to the
Lord. In the last few weeks of his life,
Peter and Pam were nursing him. We
are grateful that Paul, Benjamin, and
Jonathan Holst were able to provide
ministry during that time.

Dr John Naylor

Recently we have adopted a more
focused approach in the church
prayer meeting. We have chosen

one vital need for each meeting (for
example, praying for our outreach
and conversions; and another time,
for the young of the church and
neighbourhood). Members have been
invited to bring a verse of Scripture
that bears on the main petition and
contribute that as we begin to pray.
We have found this helpful to our
prayers together. Ministry is currently
in Revelation and Mark’'s Gospel and
we are about to begin a study of
Hebrews in the midweek.

2 Peter Naylor

©® CHELTENHAM -
NAUNTON LANE

The last few months have been very
encouraging with most weeks seeing
a number of visitors coming to the
church. Some have been on holiday
but some have been seeking a church,
and it has been encouraging to get to
know these folks after the services.

At the end of December, Alf Roberts, a
long-standing member, passed away
after a short illness. The funeral service
was a time to give thanks for his long
and faithful service to the Lord. It was
good that Matt was able to preach the
gospel with many non-Christians in
attendance. We remember Alf's wife
Mary and their family in our prayers.
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We have enjoyed real blessing with
teaching on Nehemiah and currently
1 Peter. We have now established two
house groups that meet once a month
and are currently studying Ephesians
using a resource by Sinclair Ferguson.
Football fellowship has experienced a
recent revival, led by Lucas, our Assistant
from Brazil. We are hoping this will
now be a regular fixture once a month!

2 Dave Doughty

©® CHELTENHAM -
WHADDON ROAD

We are encouraged as a church.

We have had some new folk come
into membership and two infant
baptisms. In the mornings, we have
recently paused in a series on Romans
(having reached chapter 8) and have
been going through 1 Timothy in the
evening. In our midweek meetings
we are working through Book Il of
the Psalms. Toni Saad, married to
Carie and with three children (Heloise,
Margot and Edmund), has been
approached and agreed to begin
eldership training. The congregation
have been informed and there will

be a vote in late May/early June. The
church building needs modernizing
and we have made an application for
funding for this. We are also looking at
potentially expanding the capacity.

2 David Pfeiffer

© HEXHAM

This February marks the eighth
anniversary of the start of Hexham
Presbyterian Church. We give God all
the praise for sustaining and growing
us during this time.

Throughout 2022, 25 different men
supplied the pulpit at Hexham,
leading us in worship and preaching
the gospel, whilst we began the
search for a man after the Lord'’s heart
to minister to His people here more
permanently.

Since mid-December, we have been
greatly blessed by the ministry of
retired PCA pastor Rev. Bob Davis,
who, with his wife Kim, has come over
from the US to serve the congregation
until May. We have been much
encouraged by, and are very thankful
for, this wonderful provision.

Florea family:
Daniel and Otilia with baby Theophilia




SPRING 2023 » 09

Q SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

A few weeks ago, we were able to
celebrate the Lord’s goodness to His
church in bringing the recent addition
to the Florea family to covenant
baptism; our first at HPC. Two new
families have begun to worship

with us regularly, one of them now
considering coming into membership.
So, there is much to be encouraged
about and to give thanks for. With
some recent interest in the ministerial
vacancy, we would value prayer for
wisdom for the search committee.
Also, for the congregation, that we
would continue to grow in love,
wisdom and discernment, and that
Christ would be glorified in all.

2 Chris Schroeder

© HuULL

We are hoping to have two Lord’s
Day services from the end of March
and to continue this until October.
Then we will have one service only
for the winter period. The midweek
prayer and Bible study are continuing
twice per month. These meetings are
faithfully attended by a core group.
The monthly coffee mornings have
just been re-established after Covid. It
is a good time for fellowship and an
opportunity to present the gospel to
any non-believers that come.

We are waiting for an estimate for a
small amount of work on the church

building; and the spare land which is
looking untidy at the moment. Also
rubbish is being dumped around the
side of the church.

Two who worship with us are having

difficulties at work regarding their faith.
One member may have lung cancer and
another is waiting for a knee operation.

2 Chris Lawson

©® OXFORD

New location for Oxford

Please join us in giving thanks to God
that we have secured a long-term
tenancy for the North Gate Hall in
central Oxford. Originally built in 1871
as a United Free Methodist Church

it was subsequently used by the
Oxford Intercollegiate Christian Union
(OICCU) for more than 50 years. More
recently it was a restaurant. It was in
the basement in the 1950s that J. I.
Packer discovered the works of John
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Owen which contributed to a revival
of Reformation and Puritan theology
around the world. Discussions about
a possible move to the North Gate
Hall began in 2020, culminating in
planning permission for the change of
use in late 2022, and our gaining the
keys in early 2023. With God's further
help, we plan to restore the building
with a galleried chapel at street level
and a hall and other ancillary rooms
beneath.

This is a remarkable answer to prayer.
We have been privileged to see our
great God do amazing things and
we encourage you to give him all the
glory. We hope that by the middle of
2023 the old restaurant fittings and
furniture will be removed and we will
be able to start using the building
for worship. Please pray for us as we
transition the life of the church into
the North Gate Hall and begin fund
raising for its restoration.

Z Andrew Young

© SOLIHULL

This summer we hope to hold a
focused ‘mission week’ reaching out
to friends and those in the local area.
Please pray for the planning involved,
and that as a congregation we would
grow in our desire to reach our
neighbours, friends, colleagues and

local residents with the good news
of Jesus. We have a new members’
class starting soon, with a handful

of regular attenders keen to join the
church. Encouragingly, there has been
a solid core of committed ‘pray-ers’
on Thursday evenings - we recently
enjoyed welcoming Fran Newby and
hearing about the Newby family’s
plans to serve the Lord in Kosovo. We
also look forward to hearing from Tim
Burden about the work of Middle
East Reformed Fellowship (MERF)
within the next few weeks. Many in
the congregation are facing ‘trials of
various kinds’ whether that be health
issues, family issues, mental health
struggles or work pressures. Please
pray that we would continue to bear
one another’s burdens, and point one
another to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Z Ali Umpleby

® zURICH

The first official service of our church
plant took place on 7 February 2020.
At that time, we were still renting
the Free Evangelical Church of
ZUrich-Trittligasse, about 100 metres
away from the Grossmunster,

where the reformers Zwingli and
Bullinger once preached. We

look back with gratitude on the

last two years in which God has
blessed the congregation, especially
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through his means of preaching, the
sacraments and prayers.

Most recently, we had to deal with some
discouragements as a lovely family

left the church. However, there were
also encouragements such as a better
evening attendance and a tangible
moving together of the congregation.
Also the visit from the Towers’ family
from the Durham church on Christmas
Day was a happy occasion. It is very good
to see other Presbyterians in town!

In February, we had a special guest in
church, a professional violinist, who
was in Switzerland for a concert. He
contacted us ahead of his visit asking

where our church meets as he would
like to spend the Lord’s Day in church.
It was very moving to hear some of his
testimony. He grew up in Kazakhstan;
he and his family were converted
through a Korean church plant, and
very early in his Christian life he was
told by his minister: ‘God first, violin
second.” He now lives in the US, and
studied there. During his studies, he
got into trouble because he would
not play on a Sunday, but he stayed
faithful and the Lord blessed him.
Now he plays all over the world, but
always tells anyone who wants to
book him: | don’t play on Sunday.

2 Simeon Krumpaszky

MEETING
BROTHERS
FROM ABROAD

On 4 March, Presbytery met representatives from

sister churches. Falko Drijfhout, the clerk of Presbytery,
commented, ‘What a great encouragement it has been to
us to hear from our sister churches and friends about the
Lord’s work in their denomination.’ o
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Worldly wisdom is to live for pleasure
and money. Sadly, it is the usual
modern way in which people look for
what they think is wisdom. But God’s
wisdom, as the above text tells us, is to
live to win sinners to become believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Wonderful is the change which a
sinner experiences when, by God'’s
grace, he is lifted out of his sins into the
experience of salvation. The unbeliever
is by nature on the way to eternal
death. But the soul won to faith in
Christ is on the way to heaven and to
glory. The unbeliever ignores God and
wishes no one would ever tell him
about God. But the sinner who is saved
loves God and changes his whole life
so as to please God and to love him.
Believers should seek to win souls.

It is a wise way to live our life by doing
whatever we can to win souls to faith
in Jesus.

Young men should pray to God and
ask God to guide them. This is a short
and simple prayer: ‘Lord, show me

if | should spend my life seeking to
win souls to believe in Christ. | am
willing, Lord, to become a preacher
or a missionary. Please guide me

in the way to study and to live. My
great desire, O Lord, is to win souls for
Christ. This is a wise prayer. It will be
honoured by God, who will guide the
person who prays in this way.

Ladies are not called by God to
become preachers, as we see from
what God says in the New Testament:
‘| suffer not a woman to teach, nor

to usurp authority over the man, but
to be in silence’ (I Timothy 2:12). But
Christian men should be concerned
to pray to God to show them if they
should set their mind on becoming
preachers of the gospel. It is a very
important work to do for God. Young
men should seriously ask God to
guide them. A suitable prayer is this:
‘O Lord, show me if it is thy will for me
to prepare to be a preacher. | wish,
O Lord, to be wise by seeking to win
souls to be saved.

Not only ministers should be
concerned to win souls for God. Both
men and women, and also boys and
girls, should seek to win souls to faith
in the gospel.

There are practical ways in which we
can try to win souls to God. One way is
to get to know someone and to invite
him, or her, to come to church. Both
men and women can do this.

Another way to seek to win souls

to Christ is to give a Bible or a good
Christian book to someone who lives,
or works, near to us. Then, ask the
person to come with you to church
and tell him, or her, why it is very
important for them to give their
heart to God. People need to have it
explained to them that there is only
one way to get to heaven. It is by faith
in Jesus Christ as the Saviour who died
for us.

It is very important that we should
seek to be friendly and kind to
the people whom we meet. If
unconverted people meet us and
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realize that we, as Christians, are
willing to have them as our friends
and to be kind to them, they are more
likely to welcome us.

In this way we may have the
opportunity to win their confidence. If
we invite them to church, they may be
more ready to listen to our invitation if
we are kind to them.

Unconverted people are usually
unwilling to welcome Christians as
their friends. But some do. We must
remember that God may be at work
in the heart of an unconverted person
who is in our workplace, or school,

or college. We should not lose the
opportunity to talk to unconverted
persons about God. We want to tell
them that no one goes to heaven
unless their sins are forgiven. And no
one has his sins forgiven except those
who believe in Jesus, the Saviour of
the world.

It is a good thing to get unconverted
people interested in the gospel by
asking them simple questions: ‘Why
did Christ die? ‘Do all people go to
heaven? ‘Do you know that all people
are sinful - including you and me? ‘Do
you know that God hears all that we
say and sees all that we do? ‘Do you
know that the Bible was written for
us all to read? ‘Do you know that it is
God who gives us the Bible because it
is in the Bible that God tells us what
to believe and how to live our life?’

People who have no interest in God or
in the Bible may be helped if we tell
them the great and wonderful truths

about our Lord Jesus Christ. When we
are talking, at work or at school or at
home, to a person who is not yet a
Christian we might start by talking to
them about the Person of Jesus Christ.
We might start by telling them some
of the wonderful things about Jesus
which are true of no one else who ever
lived.

Examples of what to tell them are
these:

1. Jesus had a mother but no earthly
father.

2. Jesus did all sorts of miracles:
turned water into wine; healed
people with a touch; calmed the
sea and wind with a word. Jesus
raised the dead back to life.

3. Jesus was such an important
person that thousands of people
went out to hear Him preach.

4. Jesus’ miracles should be studied.

5. He raised Himself from the dead
after being dead three days. Who
else could do that?

6. Jesus told us wonderful things
about Himself so as to encourage
us all to believe in Him and to be
saved. He said: 'l am the light of the
world’; ‘I am the way, the truth and
the life’

It is @ way to win souls to God if we
can show love to our friends and tell
them how even young children may
come to faith in Jesus Christ and so
get safely to heaven when they die.
After all, everyone must die. But if we
believe in Christ as our Saviour, our
soul will be saved and we shall go to
heaven at last forever. o
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PENAL
SUBSTITUTION:

THE GLORY OF THE CROSS

The cross of Jesus Christ is the
centrepiece of the gospel
cf. Gal. 6:14; 1Cor. 1:21-23;
John 3:16. Throughout the
2000 years since Jesus
died on Calvary’s cross and
his glorified spirit was reunited
with his once dead body on the
third day, Christians have pondered
the meaning of the cross.

In the two centuries or so after the
death of the apostle John, many of
the church’s leading theologians saw
the significance of the cross in Jesus’
‘spoiling principalities and powers’;
‘The reason the Son of God appeared
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was to destroy the works of the devil’
(1 John 3:8). This Christus Victor motif
is a much neglected aspect of Jesus’
triumph on the cross. He died and
then rose in triumph over him who
had the power of death. This is the
third dimension of the cross, the
defeat of Satan.

Later another view began to impact
the thinking of the church, that ‘Jesus
died as an example’. The exemplarist
view of the atonement is another
motif that we should not
ignore (cf. 1 Peter 2:21). We
should be slow to dismiss
these views, or to play down o
their significance. They are
biblical. They have a place in
a full-orbed understanding
of Christ’'s atonement. They
belong to the multi-faceted
glory of Jesus’ cross.

Having said that, even a
cursory reading of the Bible,
and especially the New
Testament, leaves us in no
doubt that the heart and glory of
Jesus’ cross lies, not in Jesus’ defeat
of Satan, not in his perfect example
of humble, accepting suffering, but in
its penal, substitutionary, propitiatory
nature.

Before we look at the one passage
more than any other that establishes
this, consider these texts: Mark 10:45,
especially the phrase ‘a ransom for
many’ (Autpov avtt moAAwv) ; 1 John
4:10, especially the phrase, ‘and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins’ (Kot QIECTEIAEV TOV ULOV QUTOU

For He made
Him who
knew no sin to

be sin for us,
that we might
become the
righteousness
of God in Him.

tAaouov mEPL TWV QUAPTIWY NUWVY);
Gal.3:13, especially the phrase, ‘Christ
redeemed us from the curse of the
law by becoming a curse for us’
(xptotog nuag €€nyopaocev €k NG KATAPAG
TOU VOLOU YEVOUEVOG UTIEP NUWVY KATAPA),

2 CORINTHIANS 5:21

‘For He made Him who knew no sin to
be sin for us, that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him.

‘There is no sentence more
profound in the whole of
Scripture’, wrote Philip E
Hughes. Similarly, James
Denney, wrote that verse
21is the focus in which
the reconciling love of God
burns with the purest and
intensest flame; it is the
fountain light of all day, the
master light of all seeing

in the Christian revelation’.
This verse completes the
message with which the
Christian ambassador has been
entrusted. But simply to proclaim, ‘Be
reconciled to God’, is not good news,
indeed it is bad news, a counsel of
utter despair, unless you tell people
how they can be reconciled to God.
In these few astonishing words, Paul
highlights the ground or basis of our
reconciliation to God, and why we
should with all haste respond to the
summons, ‘Be reconciled to God'.

This verse answers the question of
all questions: How is God, the Holy
One, able to forgive and accept into
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his fellowship and family unholy,
unrighteous, rebel sinners? More than
ever today we need to be reacquainted
with basic biblical truths, and nothing
is more basic than the doctrine of
Jesus’ penal substitution, dying ‘the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring
us to God".

First, Christ is described here as
having no sin. This is a truth the

New Testament is at constant pains
to underline cf. Matt. 3:17; 17:5. Five
times in Luke 23, Jesus’ sinlessness is
affirmed, even by his enemies. Why
then does Paul here feel the need

to state what every Christian knew

to be true? Because only he who

had completely and uninterruptedly
obeyed the law of God was fitted to
suffer the punishment due to those
who have wilfully disobeyed that law.
Only he who was entirely without sin
of his own was free to bear the sin of
others. And only God-become-Man
could achieve this victory over sin and
death and Satan ‘for us’. No other
could suffer for our sins, ‘the Righteous
for the unrighteous to bring us to God’
(1 Peter 3:18).

We were helpless to reconcile ourselves
to God. Our sin had utterly disabled us
and damned us. But there was One,
like us, whom sin had not disabled and
had not damned. There was One fitted
to do for us what we could never do for
ourselves. You may not like John Henry
Newman'’s theology, but his hymn is
magnificent: ‘O loving wisdom of our
God, when all was sin and shame, a
second Adam to the fight and to the
rescue came’.

Second, Paul goes on to tell us that ‘he
made him...to be sin for us'. It was God
the Father who made his own Son

‘sin for us’. Octavius Winslow asked the
question, Who delivered up Jesus to
die? Not Judas for money. Not the Jews
for envy. Not Pilate for fear. But the
Father for love.

This is where so many stumble. They
say, ‘God is love and does not require a
propitiation to deal with sin’. Paul and
the whole Bible says, ‘God is love and
therefore provides a propitiation to
deal with the sin he must righteously
and justly punish.

Never forget that the prime mover in
the work of salvation is God himself
(John 3:16; 1 John 4:10; Rom. 3:25; Isa.
53.10).

What does this mean? It does not
mean that God made Christ ‘a sinner’,
that could never be. He was ‘holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners’. What then does it mean? It
means this: that God the Father made
his innocent incarnate Son the object
of his wrath and judgment, for our
sakes, with the result that in Christ

our sin is judged and taken away. He
took responsibility for our sin as our
covenant Head. He endured its curse in
our place. What our sin deserved, God'’s
own Son suffered. This is the gospel
wonder of substitutionary atonement
cf. Isa. 53:5-6. This is what it meant for
God'’s own Son to be made sin for us.

An understanding of the Passover
Lamb in the Old Testament provides
significant insight on the concept of
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substitution. For example,
the sacrificial lamb had to

be ‘unblemished’ (Exod. 12:5;
Lev. 4:3, 23, 32). At the time of
the sacrifice, a hand would
be laid on the unblemished
sacrificial animal to symbolize
a transfer of guilt (Lev. 4:4, 24,
33). Notice that the sacrificial
lamb did not thereby become
sinful by nature; rather, sin
was imputed to the animal
and the animal acted as a
sacrificial substitute. In like
manner, Christ the Lamb of
God was utterly unblemished
(1 Pet. 1:19), but our sin was
imputed to him and he was
our sacrificial substitute on
the cross of Calvary. Simply
because our sin was imputed
to him does not mean he
changed in nature or actually
became sinful.

But why did he come as

our Substitute? The answer
to that question lies in the
‘arrangement’ the triune God
made before the creation

of the universe. Jesus

came into our world as our
‘representative or covenant
head’ to take all our liabilities
upon himself. There is no
legal fiction here. Jesus is
the Head of his people. He
was forsaken that we might
never be forsaken. On his
cross he annihilated our
condemnation in himself.
And all this is ‘from God’ (v.
18). Salvation has one source,

o

We were
helpless to
reconcile
ourselves to
God. Our sin
had utterly
disabled

us and
damned us.
But there
was One, like
us, whom
sin had not
disabled
and had not
damned.

@

Jesus is the
Head of his
people. He
was forsaken
that we
might never
be forsaken.

God's love. You must never
think that the Son was either
an unwilling victim or that

by his death he secured for
us the Father's love. It was
the Father’s love that sent
him into the world to be our
great Substitute cf. John 12:27.
John Owen puts it simply and
beautifully, ‘The love of God

is the fountainhead of the
gospel’.

Third, why did the Father

in love for us make his own
Son ‘to be sin? So that ‘in
him we might become the
righteousness of God." Paul is
describing here the sinner’s
justification. How can we ever
be acceptable to God? In this
way: God reckons all our sin
to Christ and the absolute
and spotless perfection of his
righteousness is reckoned to
us (Rom. 8:1). In a moment,
in an instant, God justifies
believing sinners, ‘in Christ’!

It is not to sinners as such
that God is reconciled, but
to sinners in Christ. It is
altogether breathtaking that
when God looks on believers,
he sees us always ‘in Christ’,
and ‘in Christ’ clothed with
the righteousness of God.
This alone is the ground or
basis of our acceptance with
God. We are ‘accepted in the
Beloved'. Nothing you can

or could ever do can add to
your justification, it is a settled
fact, an unassailable fact.
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It does not rise or fall depending on
how you feel. It does not ebb and flow
depending on whether you sin (Do
you find that ‘dangerous’ doctrine?).
Justification is not the end of the
Christian story, it is the beginning. In
justifying us, God begins, at the same
time, the work of sanctifying us in
union with Christ, but everything rests
on this sure foundation cf.
Rom.5:1.

All our sin was reckoned, o
graciously but rightly to him,
and all his righteousness
was reckoned, graciously but
rightly to us. And this double
imputation is imbedded

in the believer's union with
Christ.

‘All this is from God' - and so
we sing with the Psalmist,
‘Not to us, O Lord, not to us,
but to your name give glory, for the
sake of your steadfast love and your
faithfulness’ (Ps. 115:1).

In our Lord Jesus Christ, God exhausted
and annihilated our sin and his just
judgment on it in the Person of his
own beloved Son, our covenant Head,
Jesus Christ.

John Bunyan tells us, in Grace
Abounding, of his discovery of

this glorious truth: ‘I was all this
while ignorant of Jesus Christ, and
going about to establish my own
righteousness, and [would have]
perished therein, had not God in
mercy showed me more of my state
by nature..One day as | was passing

All our sin
was reckoned,
graciously but

rightly to him,
and all his
righteousness
was reckoned,
graciously but
rightly to us.

into the field...this sentence fell upon
my soul. Thy righteousness is in
heaven. And methought, withal, | saw
with the eyes of my soul Jesus Christ
at God'’s right hand; there, | say, was
my righteousness; so that wherever

| was, or whatever | was doing, God
could not say of me, he [lacks] my
righteousness, for that was just before
him. | also saw, moreover,
that it was not my good
frame of heart that made
my righteousness better,
nor yet my bad frame that
made my righteousness
worse, for my righteousness
was Jesus Christ himself...
Now did my chains fall

off my legs indeed. | was
loosed from my afflictions
and irons..now went | also
home rejoicing for the grace
and love of God.’ Is that not
wonderful?

All this should mean at least these
three things:

1. If, in Christ, God has reconciled
you to himself, at such a cost,
your life and mine should be
filled to overflowing with adoring
thankfulness (cf. Eph.5:20, the third
mark of the Spirit filled life).

2. If, in Christ, God has reconciled
you to himself, at such a cost, you
should seize every opportunity to
share this good news.

3. If you are not yet reconciled to God
in Christ, ‘be reconciled to God'.
God himself implores you. o
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PRAYING
WITH J"
JESUS

Thy kingdom come

£ REV.JOHANNESMULLER

L[]

Westminster Shorter Let us clarify the important question
Catechism Question 102: right at the beginning. What is the
What do we pray for in the kingdom of God? This question has
second petition? already led to much confusion and even

if it seems to be answered correctly,

it does not mean that the application

is always correct. From charismatic
excesses to absolute passivity, we find all
kinds of things. As always, the first step
is a proper understanding of what God’s
Word teaches about the kingdom of

Answer:

In the second petition, which

is, Thy kingdom come, we pray
that Satan’s kingdom may be
destroyed; and that the kingdom of

grace may be advanced, ourselves God. For we are convinced that content
and others brought into it, and determines form. What we believe is
kept in it; and that the kingdom of revealed in how we live. So what is the

glory may be hastened. kingdom of God?
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A KINGDOM IN TWO PARTS

Perhaps you know the theological
principle often expressed in the
phrase ‘Already, not yet. Some realities
that are described for us in the Word
of God have already come to pass, but
are not yet complete. Such is the case
with the kingdom of God. It has clearly
dawned, for Christ himself proclaims
the coming of this kingdom again

and again. For example, in
Mark 1:15 he says: The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of (4]
God is at hand. Repent, and

Instead, he says: ‘nor will they say,
“Look, here it is!" or "There!", for behold,
the kingdom of God is in the midst

of you’ (Luke 17:21). He has brought
the kingdom of God and those who
believe in him have been brought into
the kingdom of God.

The Church is called the ‘Kingdom of
Grace’ because it depends on God'’s
grace for everything. The Church
works with the so-called means of
grace. These communicate
the grace of God to us

and they are dependent
on the gracious working

believe in the gospel! But at
the same time it has not yet
appeared completely.

Our catechism speaks here
of the kingdom of grace and
the kingdom of glory. These
two terms already indicate
that we are talking about
ages rather than different
kingdoms. Nowhere does

Nowhere does
Scripture
suggest that
there are

two different
kingdoms of
God. Rather, we
see a difference
in what the
kingdom of
God is like at
different times.

of the Spirit. For neither
are the means effective in
themselves, nor do they
become effective through
the one who administers
them. It is God’s activity
that makes them effective.
Therefore, we come before
God in prayer (a means

of grace) and ask that

His kingdom of grace be

Scripture suggest that there
are two different kingdoms
of God. Rather, we see a
difference in what the kingdom of
God is like at different times.

So when the Westminster Catechism
speaks of the kingdom of grace, it
means God's kingdom now. The
catechism uses this to describe the
Church. The Westminster Confession
tells us in chapter 25.2 that the visible
Church is also called the kingdom

of Jesus Christ. Jesus himself makes
it clear that the kingdom of God
does not appear in power and glory.

increased. Only when God
blesses does his Church
grow.

But then the catechism also speaks
of a kingdom of glory. This kingdom is
not a second kingdom, but the same
kingdom perfected. While the visible
church suffers from its members
being sinners and hypocrites living
among them, the kingdom of glory is
perfectly pure and holy.

We see this kingdom described
many times in Scripture. The most
common description is of the new
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heavens and the new earth. Especially
the last chapters of Revelation make
it clear that the new creation is the
kingdom of God. In this kingdom,

our King, Christ, sits on the throne,

in the New Jerusalem (the perfect
Church), shining brighter than the sun
or the moon (Rev. 21:23). It is already
described to us in the Old Testament
as a kingdom of peace. This is exactly
what the Pharisees and also the
disciples of Jesus were waiting for.

That is why they ask him
shortly before his ascension:
‘Lord, will You at this time

restore the kingdom to o
Israel?” (Acts 1:6). They
expected a kingdom like
David's. Secure borders,
peace and prosperity. But
the kingdom of glory will be
perfect and therefore better
than any kingdom we can
imagine.

What are we praying for now
when we pray: Thy kingdom
come? The catechism gives us three
specific prayer requests.

1. THE EXPANSION
OF THE CHURCH

‘In the second petition, which is Thy
kingdom come, we pray ... that the
kingdom of grace may advance, that
we ourselves and others may be
brought into it and preserved in it ...
So we pray for the Church of Jesus
Christ. In doing so, we ask for two
things.

The kingdom
of grace is to
progress. That

is why we pray
that God wiill
grow his church
throughout the
world.

First, we pray for growth. The kingdom
of grace is to progress, that is, to grow.
Christ promises us, ‘you are Peter, and
on this rock | will build My church, and
the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it (Matt. 16:18). This is what we
trust in. That is why we pray that God
will grow his church throughout the
world. We pray for church planting
and church growth.

The Church should grow in many
places. That is why we also pray for
the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Our catechism exhorts us to
pray that we and others will
be brought in. This means
we ask God to give both

us and our neighbour faith
in Jesus Christ through his
Spirit. We pray that through
the preaching of the Word,
people who are dead in their
sins will receive new life.

Thus we pray for evangelism
and mission. Our Saviour
asks us to petition our
heavenly Father for more churches,
with more true believers. For this is
how the kingdom of grace grows.

But at the same time we pray for
God's faithfulness and preservation.
The catechism reminds us that it

is the kingdom of grace. We need
God’s grace to enter it. But it is also
God’s grace to remain in it. This does
not teach us that we can lose our
salvation. Rather, we are reminded
that all our salvation depends on
God’s grace. Thus also our entrance
and abiding in the kingdom of God.
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2. THE SECOND
COMING OF JESUS

Jesus teaches us to pray for the
Church, but he also teaches
us to pray for the Kingdom of
Glory. Our catechism says it is
to progress rapidly. So what do
we pray for if this kingdom is
the new creation? We pray for
the return of Christ, because
with his second coming the
kingdom of God will come in
fullness.

Christ comes again as judge to
establish absolute justice, and
he comes as redeemer finally
to save his people. Revelation
describes to us the new
creation as a place where God
will wipe away all tears from
their eyes, and death shall be
no more, neither shall there
be sorrow, nor crying, nor pain
anymore: for the former things
are passed away. (Rev. 21:4). It
is a place where sin no longer
reigns, where all cowards

and unbelievers and those
stained with abominations
and murderers, fornicators,
sorcerers, idolaters and all
liars, will be punished (Rev.
21:8). In short, it is a place we
all long for. We all want to be
in that glory. Thus the prayer,
your kingdom come, is an
expression of that longing. A
longing that all of creation
shares with the children of
God (Rom. 8:19).

o

We pray for
the return
of Christ,
because
with his
second
coming the
kingdom
of God will
come in
fullness.

o

God's
kingdom
began in the
Church with
Jesus’ first
coming, but
will only be
completed in
the world to
come.

The language of the apostles
leads us to expect that
Christ’s return is near. We do
not know when, because the
day of the Lord comes like a
thief in the night (1 Thes. 5:2).
In the meantime, over 2,000
years have passed, and yet we
should still expect Christ and
pray for him to come. ‘He who
testifies to these things says,
“Surely | am coming quickly.”
Amen. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20).

Thus the catechism gives us
a good balance. It keeps us
from looking too much on
the one hand at what we
have and could have here.
At the same time, it reminds
us that the Church exists in
this world and that by God's
grace we now take the gospel
to all peoples. Thus we know
that God's kingdom began
in the Church with Jesus’
first coming, but will only be
completed in the world to
come.

3. VICTORY OVER
SATAN

So far, so good, but until

now we have ignored the

first part of the catechism’s
answer. We do know what the
kingdom of God is and how
to pray for the kingdom of
God. But the first thing we are
reminded of is an unpleasant
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reality, the kingdom of Satan. We are
shown that the adve