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Our Lord said, ‘I am the Light of the 
World’ (John 8:12). At the present 
time, extremely deep spiritual 
darkness and moral depravity engulf 
the UK. For many, the Bible is a 
closed book, and the consequences 
are all too apparent. In this darkness 
we have the honour of bringing the 
light of Christ, preaching him to 
every person (1 Tim. 2:1-4; Mark 16:15).

Our churches, though increasing, are 
still small and weak, and we are in 
great need of prayer. The truth that 
we hold is not weak and the Spirit 
of God is almighty. In these pages, 
for example, we are reminded again 
that Christ is risen from the dead. 
We look into his redeeming work as 
foreshadowed in the law of Numbers 
3. And there are encouragements 
to pray. May the Lord graciously 
encourage all his children. God be 
glorified. o
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spotlight on the churches   

biennial Presbytery conference 
of the ePcew 

Jesus’ resurrection:  
Rom.1:4; 4:25; 1 Cor.15:20-23

the Firstborn: 
A study in Numbers Chapter 3

Praying with Jesus (Part 6): 
Thy will be done

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever. amen. 

‘christ my all’:  
A hymn by Horatius Bonar
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We continue with particular 
thankfulness for the Sunday School 
(being the time of our annual prize-
giving) and also for the weekly toddler 
playgroup which has been presenting 
valuable contact with families in the 
neighbourhood. It is wonderful to 
be based in a thriving community 
centre, affording us many encouraging 
interactions and opportunities; it is 
thus a considerable blessing that its 
management are very hospitable 
to us. Our minister writes, ‘We have 
been blessed with numerous visitors 
recently and some new attenders 
and are encouraged by potential new 
office bearers. Several members of the 
church are facing long term illnesses. In 
ministry we are listening to Matthew’s 
Gospel in the morning and Hebrews 
in the evening, with a particular focus 
on the doctrine of assurance.’

  Josh townsend
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  bury st edmunds

Psalm 136 repeats one phrase over 
and over again: ‘For His mercy endures 
forever.’ The Lord’s mercy knows no 
end and so we can only thank God 
for his faithfulness. For years we have 
been praying for labourers in the 
harvest and so it was a great joy for 
us as a congregation to be able to 
ordain and install our first deacon at 
the beginning of May. We trust that 
God will use him to advance the work 
of the church. At the end of June we 
were able to baptize a young man. 
He grew up as an atheist and came to 
faith during the pandemic. It is always 
good for churches to see God saving 
people from the kingdom of darkness. 
On Sundays we welcome regular 
visitors who listen carefully to God’s 
Word. We pray that God will use the 
Word to bring new life to their hearts 
through his Spirit. In cities like Berlin, 
there are many people who are 

  berlin often lonely, hoping for a new start. 
Therefore we look for ways to invite 
people into our community and trust 
that God will use his means of grace 
to save them and give them true new 
life. May God be glorified in everything.

  Johannes Müller
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Summertime in Cambridge brings both 
its challenges and its opportunities.  One 
challenge is how to keep the garden 
going through periods of drought and 
one of the opportunities is reaching 
out to all the overseas visitors we have. 
‘Friends International’ has for many 
years done a great work with teams 
of Christians throughout the summer 
meeting with visitors, striking up 
friendships and sharing the gospel with 
them. We are delighted that two of our 
young folk are part of the first team and 
we’ll be remembering them and the 
others as they seek to share what has 
to be the best news Cambridge has to 
offer. Still with international folk, the 
weekly Bible study continues with a 
small group of women from different 
parts of the globe, although they will be 
taking a break for the holiday period.

Recently and in answer to prayer we had 
the privilege of ordaining a new deacon, 
Samuel Ritchie, and we continue to 
remember him as he takes up his new task. 

We are looking forward to welcoming 
Peter and Ina Winch and the family to 
Cambridge.  Peter will be doing a Ph.D. 
here, but we hope to involve him in the 
life of the church for as much time as 
he can spare, and in particular to have 
him reaching out to students, of which 
Cambridge has a few!

  Peter leverton 

  cambridge

We mourn the loss of a beloved sister 
in Christ, who joined the church in 
1955. Over the intervening 68 years, 
Miss Gwenda Owen faithfully served 
the Lord in a wide range of roles, not 
least teaching generations of Church 
School pupils - even helping children 
learn to read into her 90s. We thank 
God for her testimony to his saving 
and sustaining grace, and as we miss 
her, we are grateful for her example 
of humble, prayerful, joyful servant-
heartedness.   

We continue to be encouraged 
with the contact we’re having with 
the community. The prospect of 
purchasing a parcel of land adjoining 
the church site, will, God willing, 
provide us with more community 
event options. 

By God’s grace we have completed 
our 49th year since the Church School 
was established in 1974. In July we 
celebrated the baptism of another 
covenant child, Ezra Williams.   
We have enjoyed visits and talks from 
Rev. Jon Woolley, updating us on his 
annual pastor training visit to Nepal, 
Sean and Natasha Kinsella, bringing 
encouraging news from the African 
Bible University campus in Uganda, 
and from Fran Newbie, missionary in 
Kosovo.

  John Mccabe

  cardiFF – archer road
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López Franco and had an update of 
the work in Almuñécar, Spain.

Please do keep praying for the Cardiff 
churches and our ministry in the 
Ely and Caerau area. Recent events 
which have made national news have 
highlighted the social and spiritual 
needs of our community. We are well 
aware of our weakness, but believe 
that the Lord is able to do great things 
as we serve him in the district in 
which He has placed us.

  Patricia stowell

We are grateful for God’s blessing 
on the congregation and, although 
some members suffer from chronic 
illnesses, we have grown in fellowship 
and love for one another. ‘Warm 
Wednesdays’ has morphed into 
‘Welcome Wednesdays’ and, during 
the warm weather, we were able to 
sit outside and encourage passers-by 
to join us for refreshments. The larger 
gazebo needed will also be used 
during a community fun day at the 
start of the school holidays when we 
hope to attract many children from 
the area, some of whom also attend 
the children’s Blast group.

Our minister has led us through various 
studies including the books of Ruth 
and Jonah. During our weekly Bible 
studies, we have begun a whistle stop 
tour of the Bible and have also enjoyed 
a meeting via zoom with Xosé Manuel 

  cardiFF – bethel

This summer we are beginning a 
fresh effort to reach our district with 
the good news of Christ. We are glad 
that some have a burden to take the 
gospel to those who are lost. 

Our brother Benjamin Mitchell 
continues to work among us and is 
currently also taking Presbytery exams, 
one of the steps to prepare for ministry. 

In years gone by the witness of the 
church has been preserved by members 
who committed themselves to the work 
from their young years. There is always a 
cost to that commitment. Therefore we 
are praying that the Lord will strengthen 
the young people today, and add to 
their numbers. We are also praying 

  cardiFF – immanuel

Welcome Wednesdays 
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we pray that these initial contacts may 
develop into families coming to church 
and discovering Christ for themselves. 
Another event is planned for July 
and is fully booked. Other outreach 
events have included craft afternoons 
and a clothes swap, which have been 
advertised locally and have attracted a 
number of local people.

Church services have been well 
attended in recent months, with a 
number of visitors each week. We pray 
that some of them will make their 
church home with us permanently. In 
our mid-week meeting, Darren and 
Ben have been leading a study of the 
Westminster Confession.

A group for students and 20’s, called 
Impact, meets monthly and currently 
has around eight regulars. We have 
had joint meetings with similar groups 
in other like-minded churches, which 
have been greatly enjoyed. Between 
30 and 40 have attended, to eat 
together and discuss subjects such as 
‘Are we the bad guys?’, ‘Ambition’, and 
Vocation.

Fran and Zoe Newby and their children 
are now serving with OM in Kosovo. We 
are praying for the family as they settle 
down to life there. Prayers for financial 
provision for them and a house to live 
in have been answered, and we are 
now praying that they will know God’s 
blessing on their ministry in Kosovo.

  ruth Ferguson

In January we welcomed the 
Alexander family from the States. Ben 
will serve as our assistant minister. As a 
church we had prayed much over the 
preceding months about the raising 
of funds, granting of visas, and finding 
of a suitable home for them. All our 
prayers were answered, and we are so 
thankful to God for his provision. It has 
been a delight getting to know the 
family, and they have quickly become 
part of our church family.

Twice since Christmas we have held 
a children’s party; both were well 
attended by local families. The children 
enjoyed games and craft activities, 
and it was a good opportunity to 
introduce ourselves to people who 
were not aware of the church. Several 
families wanted us to keep in touch 
with them about future events, and 

  chelmsFord

that the Lord will raise up men of 
strong faith, qualified and willing 
to serve the church in the future, 
perhaps as elders or deacons. 

In August, we have a church holiday 
planned. It is good to be able to 
restore this opportunity for fellowship 
after a few years without it. We hope it 
will be a blessing to all who join in.

  Peter J. naylor
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Over the last few months we have 
been encouraged by a number of 
new people and families joining us 
regularly for Sunday worship. It has 
been great to see so many children 
coming to the front to listen to the 
children’s talk in the mornings.

Matt and Lucas have continued to 
bless us with their ministry, with the 
most recent sermon series being on 
the reasons for the way in which we 
worship, and the books of Genesis and 
Acts.

We are looking forward to the church 
day out on July 22, when, God willing, 
Solihull, Cheltenham and Gloucester 
churches will join us in the pretty 
village of Gretton for a BBQ.

We have been pleased to hold a 
Christianity Explored course recently 
which went well and it has been 
a blessing to have a number of 
missionaries come to the mid-week 
meeting to talk about their work 
over the last few months. We are 
continuing with our monthly home 
groups and we will be soon starting a 
series on contemporary issues facing 
the church.

  dave doughty

  cheltenham –  
naunton lane

We rejoice that the members recently 
voted unanimously to call Toni Saad 
as an elder of the church. We hope to 
bring this to Presbytery in September, 
followed by his ordination and 
installation. 

We have been working through 
the life of Abraham on Lord’s Day 
mornings and 2 Thessalonians in the 
evenings. Book III of the Psalms has 
been our midweek meeting series. 
We have some new families who we 
hope will become members in due 
course. 

Some of our young people (16-25) are 
facing transitions in the next weeks 
and months - sixth form, university, 
job interviews etc. Pray that they 
would trust in the Lord and that 
he would direct their paths. Our 
children’s choir outreach continues; 
we pray that the seed sown would 
bear fruit. 

We also have plans for the building 
for some needed upgrades and 
expansion which require funding.

  david Pfeiffer

  cheltenham –  
whaddon road
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After Rev Bob Davis and his wife Kim 
returned home at the end of May, 
following nearly six months with us, 
we look back with gratitude to the 
Lord for this wonderful provision of 
sound preaching and pastoral care. 
Having someone to lead us in worship 
morning and evening so ably, and 
teach a mid-week series on John’s 
Gospel, has been such a blessing to 
the whole congregation. They have 
become dear friends to all of us.

The search for a full-time minister 
continues, and in the meantime, we 
continue to rely on help from other 
able and willing men in the area, or 

  hexham

further afield, to come and preach 
God’s Word to us on the Lord’s Day. 
Once again we would value prayer for 
us to be upheld, for the means of grace 
to be provided week-by-week, and for 
this congregation to be a blessing to 
others, looking in quietness and trust 
for strength from the Lord God, the 
Holy One of Israel (Isa. 30:15).

  chris schroeder

Since March we have had two services 
on the Lord’s Day and hope to 
continue this until October when we 
will go back to one service only. The 
midweek prayer and Bible study are 
continuing twice per month. 

The monthly coffee mornings are 
continuing. It is a good time for 
fellowship and opportunity to speak the 
gospel to any unbelievers that come. 

The church roof is now repaired, and 
we need to decide when to do the rest 
of the work on the church building. 
Two members are making a good 
recovery from operations. One from 
a knee operation and the other from 
cancer removal. Two others who attend 
the fellowship are not in good health 
at this time due to ageing and the 
changes of life which comes with it.

  chris lawson

  hull

Gloucester Presbyterian is carrying on 
worship morning and evening under 
Tim Dalton’s faithful ministry as the 
Cochrans are in the United States for 
an extended period of fundraising. 
We give thanks to God for several 
baptisms that we have been blessed 
with this year. We are also grateful for 
the ministers who have visited to bless 
our congregation with the preaching 
of God’s Word.

  Michael cochran

  gloucester
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The church continues to grow, 
flourish, and be added to with new 
communicant members. The priority 
of need is the training of men for 
offices of ruling elder and deacon, and 
the search for a minister. Meanwhile, 
we are thankful for the weekly 
provision of a ministry of high quality. 
At the time of writing, the church is 
looking forward to a visit from Rev. O. 
Palmer Robertson, who will preach at 
both Lord’s Day services.

  Kevin bidwell

  lincoln

Our minister Rev. Chris Statter has 
been unwell and unable to minister 
since January. We currently meet 
together for worship on Lord’s Day 
mornings only, and continue to join 
(online) with the Solihull church for 
midweek prayer and Bible study. Pray 
that the Lord would keep feeding 
and growing us in love and witness, 
that he would restore health to Chris, 
and provide all that is needed for our 
assessor elders.

  rosemary statter

  salFord

The church has experienced 
difficulties for some time, but these 
are being addressed with the help 
and involvement of Presbytery. The 
session is now in control of the Trust. 
We cannot overestimate what an 
answer to prayer this is. With Kevin 
McGrane’s help and wisdom, we are 
working to secure a platform with 
the Charity Commission which meets 
the biblical criteria and prevents 
a disjunction between the church 
and its registration with the Charity 
Commission.

We now have a reconstituted session 
with Rev. Norman Green and Kevin 
McGrane serving as assessor elders 
alongside Kevin Bidwell. Two brothers 
have been put forward for the office 
of ruling elder, but they must first 
be examined by a commission of 
Presbytery. The session will meet 
with Adam Moore about his being 
ordained as a deacon. We are very 
thankful for Rev. Matthew Jolley and 
Peter Leverton whose term as assessor 
elders has just come to an end, and 
who bore a lot of pressure in the ‘heat 
of the day’.

  Kevin bidwell

  sheFField
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As a congregation we have voted in a 
new deacon, Bruno Cavalar. We look 
forward to Bruno’s ordination and 
doubling the diaconate as a result! 
We continue to pray for a man to 
come and work alongside Stephen. 
We are thankful for Stephen’s faithful 
preaching week by week, most 
recently through Matthew’s Gospel 
in the mornings and Hosea in the 
evenings. We are also looking forward 
to a day of fun, fellowship and renewed 
friendships with the Cheltenham 
and Gloucester congregations in July. 
Do join us in thanking God for His 
blessings to us as a congregation and 
pray that we would continue to live 
faithfully as His people in Solihull.

  alison umpleby

  solihull

There are many parallels between 
raising a young family and church 
planting. One of these is the 
excitement of anticipating the 
milestones we have seen others enjoy 
before us. We are currently gearing 
up for our third church wedding, 
doing what we can to make it a day 
to remember (hopefully for good 
reasons).

Of course, as with nurturing a family, 
there are discouraging moments; 
quieter Sundays and prayer meetings, 
visitors who don’t return. Yet we 
continue to enjoy numerical and 
spiritual growth. Nathan has just 
begun a series in Jonah after finishing 

  sunderland

Below: Sunderland congregation
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2 Timothy, and this is complementing 
the watery miracles in the morning’s 
studies of Luke.

It is wonderful to see the 
congregation spend time with one 
another outside of church. With 
such a variety of personalities and 
strengths, they have really been able 
to build each other up by sharing 
meals, coffee mornings, walks and 
gym workouts. The young people are 
currently exhausting themselves with 
a string of The Lord of the Rings film 
nights. We are very grateful.

  anna hilton

We are grateful to God for how he 
has blessed us during the last few 
months. In the hope that the Lord 
would add to our numbers, we 
started a monthly outreach, to speak 
to people on the street and to invite 
them to our services. Even if at times 
no one invited came to the service, 
we still noticed an increase in the 
numbers attending. It seems that 
God is blessing our outreaches in a 
different way. 

A special encouragement for us is a 
young man who became convinced 
of Reformed theology last year. For a 

  Zürich

few weeks now he has been coming 
regularly to our meetings, despite 
the long distance. It is wonderful to 
see how God particularly leads young 
men to the Reformed doctrines.

We also enjoyed some time in June 
with Dr Chris Richards (one of our 
elders from Newcastle) and two of his 
oldest sons. Chris gave us a lecture 
on the topic of euthanasia from a 
biblical perspective, as Switzerland is 
one of the few countries in the world 
that allows for such practices. o

  simeon Krumpaszky



12 Presbyterian network

On Friday 3 March, members of 
Presbytery and delegates from sister 
churches gathered at Yarnfield for 
the start of the biennial conference. 
The EPCEW invites delegates 
from churches with whom we 
have fraternal relations, or hope 
to establish relations, to meet and 
share with each other what God is 
doing in his church. As one delegate 
mentioned, ‘We need to stand side 
by side for the truth, support and 
encourage each other.’

12 PRESBYTERIAN NETWORK

Biennial Presbytery 
Conference of 

the EPCEW 
YarnfiEld, StaffordShirE

FalKo driJFhout 
clerk of Presbytery
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Sharing a meal is a good way to 
rekindle friendships and to forge new 
ones. Fish and chips were especially 
enjoyed by our foreign delegates. 
After dinner we met for 
prayer, Scripture reading, 
and singing. David Pfeiffer 
gave an excellent lecture 
on Archibald Alexander’s 
‘Thoughts on religious 
experience’,  followed 
by lively discussion. The 
evening was closed with 
prayer and more singing.

After breakfast, the 
moderator opened the 
day with the reading of 
Psalm 133, followed by 
prayer and the singing 
of Psalm 146. Guests, 
including four wives, were 
introduced. Rev. Gethin 
Jones (IPC) preached on 
Deuteronomy 6:4, ‘Hear, 
O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one.’ The 
rest of the day was filled 
with church introductions 
followed by prayer for 
each one. Delegates 
came from churches with 
which we have fraternal 
relations: the Free Church 
of Scotland, the Free 
Church of Scotland 
(Continuing), the 
Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of Ireland, Christian Reformed 
Churches in the Netherlands, 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (USA), 
and Reformed Presbyterian Churches 

in Central and Eastern Europe. Visitors 
also came from churches with which 
we hope to enter into ecclesiastical 

fellowship: International 
Presbyterian Church, 
The Reformed Churches 
(Restored), and Reformed 
Churches Netherlands.

The three churches in the 
Netherlands mentioned 
the changing church 
landscape there. They are 
exploring how to navigate 
that situation, looking for 
ways to work together 
with faithful churches, 
with an eye to unity. 
Several denominations 
have a great need for 
ministers. There is a need 
to plant churches, but 
at the same time the 
responsibility to serve 
existing congregations. 
Some mentioned 
troubles – accusations, 
heresies, the need for 
disciplinary action – 
showing that whether 
churches are big or small, 
strong or weak, Satan 
does not sit still. We need 
to be vigilant and faithful 
when being tested and 
going through the fires, 
trusting in our faithful 
heavenly Father, who has 

kept us thus far and who will build 
his church. Let us pray for healthy 
churches and that we will be ready to 
be used as his instruments. o

13SUMMER 2023

whether churches 
are big or small, 
strong or weak, 
satan does not 
sit still. we need 
to be vigilant and 
faithful when 
being tested and 
going through 
the fires, trusting 
in our faithful 
heavenly Father, 
who has kept us 
thus far and who 
will build his 
church.
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hEBrEW 
rEading 
ClaSS

a  h y m n  b y  h o r at i u s  b o n a r

Westminster Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary  aims to equip men to read 
the Bible in the original languages, 
Classical Hebrew and Koine Greek. 
But what is learned can easily be 
forgotten if it is not used. This can 
happen to ministers who cannot find 
time to keep up their languages.

The Hebrew Reading Class is a new 
initiative, open to any student and 
any minister who wishes to maintain 
his ability to read the Old Testament 
in Hebrew. 

Sessions will take place on Thursday 
mornings from 10:00 a.m. to 10:50 
a.m., starting on 7 September.   
It is hoped to have ten sessions by  
7 December. In each session a small 
amount of text will be read and 
considered. All of these sessions  
can be accessed online via  
Microsoft Teams.

For more information:
T: 0191 261 0526
E: jono.broom@wpts.org.uk

These sessions are free of charge.

Some of our young 
people have been 
enjoying the Chronicles 
of Callenlas. They will be 
pleased to hear that the 
third title in the series 
will be available in the 
Autumn (available from 
10 of Those).

new book

online
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J e s u s ’ 
r e s u r r e c t i o n

ROM.1:4; 4:25; 1 COR.15:20-23

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on the 
third day belongs to the heart of God’s 
salvation as much as his sin-atoning 
death on the cross. In his Letter to the 
Romans, Paul declares that God’s 
saving righteousness belongs to those 
who ‘believe in him who raised from the 
dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered 
up for our trespasses and raised for 
our justification’ (Rom. 4:25). Our 
Saviour himself understood the saving 
centrality of his resurrection: ‘Because I 
live, you also will live’ (John 14:19).

For the early church, Jesus’ resurrection 
was not simply a supernatural fact 
to rejoice in and proclaim, it was 
understood to lie at the very heart of 
the gospel. In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul 
dwells at length on the centrality of 
Christ’s resurrection to the Christian 
faith. He begins by affirming that the 
resurrection belongs to the gospel 
truths of ‘first importance’ (1 Cor. 15:3-4). 
He proceeds to highlight the many 
witnesses who bore testimony to the 
fact of Jesus’ bodily resurrection on 

rEv. dr ian 
haMilton

15SUMMER 2023
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the third day (vv.5-8). He then affirms 
that ‘if Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is in vain and your 
faith is in vain’ and ‘If in Christ we have 
hope in this life only, we are of all 
people most to be pitied’ (vv.14, 19).

But Christ’s resurrection from the 
dead was not a doubtful matter; 
rather it was an undeniable fact: 
‘Christ has been raised from the dead’ 
(v. 20). The Scriptures had foretold it 
(v.4) and the many eyewitnesses had 
affirmed it (vv. 5-8).

It is imperative, however, that we 
understand that the resurrection 
of Christ is not merely a powerful 
apologetic confirming who Jesus 
is – the resurrection belongs to the 
‘structure of redemption’ (R. B. Gaffin, 
‘Resurrection and Redemption’, A 
Study in Paul’s Soteriology, P&R, 1987, 
p. 12, note 2). Consider three passages.

romans 1:4

The Greek word translated in most 
versions as ‘declared’1 rarely has 
this meaning or force in the New 
Testament, but rather it means 
‘appointed’ or ‘constituted’. What is 
Paul saying? We can be sure what 
he is not saying; he is not saying that 
Jesus only became the Son of God 
at his resurrection. This is clear from 
what we read in verse 3, ‘the gospel 
of God...concerning his Son.’ Later 
in the letter, we read ‘who did not 
spare his own Son...’ (Rom. 8:32). It 
was the Son, his own Son, that the 

Father delivered up for us on Calvary’s 
cross, his pre-existent Son, the Son 
he loved from times eternal. It was 
this Son who was ‘appointed Son of 
God in power by his resurrection from 
the dead according to the Spirit of 
holiness.’ The key words are ‘in power’.  
The contrast Paul is making in verses 
3-4 is not between the Lord’s divine 
and human natures, but between the 
‘two successive stages’ of the historical 
process, the history of redemption, 
of which the Lord is the subject. The 
same truth is found in 2 Corinthians 
13:4: ‘he was crucified in weakness but 
raised [and is now living] by the power 
of God’. The resurrection unveiled the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the all-powerful 
Son of God. The resurrection concerns 
Christ’s human nature: no longer 
clothed in weakness, now appointed 
the Son of God in power, ‘according 
to the Spirit of holiness’. What does 
Paul mean? Verse 3 ‘according to the 
flesh’ defines the phase which came 
to be through being born of the seed 
of David. So, verse 4, ‘”according to the 
Spirit of holiness” characterizes the 
phase which came to be through the 
resurrection’ (John Murray, page 11). 
And what was that new phase? The 
new phase of mediatorial sovereignty 
and power, ‘the lordship in which 
he was instated by the resurrection 
is one all-pervasively conditioned by 
pneumatic powers’ (Murray). Compare 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18. What Paul is 
contrasting is not a phase in which 
Jesus is not the Son of God and 
another in which he is. He is the Son 
of God both in his humiliation and in 
his exaltation, but in his humiliation 
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his eternal Sonship was 
marked, even hidden, by 
weakness, while in his risen 
exaltation, his Sonship is 
marked by ‘the Spirit of 
holiness.’

romans 4:25

What did Paul mean when 
he wrote that Jesus ‘was 
raised for our justification’? Is 
this not surprising? Does this 
not appear to conflict with 
what Paul writes in Romans 
3:24, that we are justified by 
God’s grace as a gift ‘through 
the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus’; and what he 
says in Romans 5:9, that we 
are ‘justified by his (Christ’s) 
blood’? If it was the sin-
bearing, sin-atoning death 
of Christ that justifies us, and 
this justification comes to us 
from the grace of God and is 
received by us through faith 
alone (Rom. 3:27-28; 4:1-8), 
what does Paul mean in 
Romans 4:25? In particular, 
what does the word ‘for’ 
(Greek dia) mean? 

First, we must say that 
without the resurrection, the 
cross would have been an 
unmitigated tragedy (1 Cor. 
15:3-4,14,17; Rom. 6:4-5). Jesus’ 
death and resurrection are 
seen in the New Testament 
essentially to be one event, 

two halves of the one whole, 
which is Paul’s point in 
Romans 4:25. Consider the 
following:

i.  Only as the ‘living’ Lord 
can Jesus be the object 
of faith. Saving faith is 
directed to the Saviour 
who rose on the third day 
and now reigns at the 
right hand of his Father. 
This is why faithful Bible 
Christians do not fix their 
thoughts, far less their 
jewellery, on a crucified 
Christ, but on a risen, 
living, reigning Lord. 

ii. It is in union with Christ 
that we are justified (Rom. 
8:1), and that union is with 
the risen and reigning 
Saviour.  

iii. The righteousness of 
Christ by which we 
are justified is the 
righteousness of the risen, 
living Christ (1 Cor. 1:30). 
He was ‘obedient to the 
point of death’ and in 
consequence ‘God has 
highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the 
name that is above every 
other name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under 
the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus 

Without the 
resurrection, 
the cross 
would have 
been an 
unmitigated 
tragedy. 
Jesus’ 
death and 
resurrection 
are seen in 
the New 
Testament 
essentially to 
be one event, 
two halves 
of the one 
whole.

The 
resurrection 
assures 
us that 
his death 
actually has 
benefits and 
that we share 
in those 
benefits 
because 
of his 
resurrection 
and our 
union with 
him.
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Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father’ (Phil. 2:8-11). 

iv. The death and resurrection of Christ 
are inseparable. Christ’s death could 
have no efficacy for us in isolation 
from his resurrection. We must 
always distinguish Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, but never separate 
them. 

v. It is through the mediation of the 
risen Saviour that we come into 
the grace of acceptance with God 
(Rom. 5:2). We rightly think of Jesus’ 
‘finished work’, the finished work of 
making atonement for sin, but we 
must never forget his ‘continuing 
work’ as our interceding Mediator at 
his Father’s right hand.

1 corinthians 15:20-23

Here Paul calls Jesus ‘the firstfruits 
(Greek aparche) of those who are 
asleep’. Paul is using Old Testament 
imagery to highlight a glorious 
gospel truth: in the Old Testament, 
the ‘firstfruits’ were representative 
of the complete harvest, the visible 
assurance that the whole harvest 
had arrived. So, when Paul calls Jesus 
‘the firstfruits’, he is not simply saying, 
‘Jesus is our Pioneer, his resurrection 
is the assurance of our resurrection’; 
he is saying, ‘In our Lord Jesus Christ, 
our representative, our resurrection 
has begun’! ‘”Firstfruits” expresses the 
notion of organic connection and 
unity, the  inseparability of the initial 
quantity from the whole ‘ (Gaffin, p. 34). 

Our resurrection and Jesus’ are not two 
separate events; they are ‘two episodes 
of the same event’ (Gaffin, p. 35). Like 
justification and sanctification, they are 
never to be confused, but also never to 
be separated - union with Christ.

The resurrection is not only the public 
seal and sign of our Saviour’s victory 
over sin and death and Satan, it 
belongs to the essence of our salvation. 
We are saved and justified and 
sanctified and ultimately glorified by 
a risen Jesus Christ. The resurrection 
assures us that his death actually has 
benefits and that we share in those 
benefits because of his resurrection 
and our union with him (Rom. 6:4-5).

Union with Christ is the foundational 
motif in Paul’s understanding of the 
Person and work of Christ - our Lord 
Jesus Christ did not come into this 
world as a private individual but as a 
representative, covenant Head. All he 
was and all he did, he was and did for 
us. Every Christian was in Christ when 
he died and when he rose on the third 
day. His death is our death and his 
resurrection our resurrection. Now read 
Colossians 3:1-4. Would anyone looking 
at your life or mine conclude that we 
had been raised from the dead? We 
have! The one thing we yet lack is our 
resurrection body, but it is coming (cf. 
Phil. 3:21). The resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus is first salvific and then secondly 
apologetic. His resurrection is our 
resurrection; we are a new creation in 
Christ now. o

Footnotes 
1 Most versions: KJV, ESV, NKJV etc.
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Firstborn
The

a  s t u d y  i n 
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Jesus christ is the Firstborn son. 
he is the Firstborn over all creation 

and he is the Firstborn From the dead – 
and he is the head oF the body
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God called Abraham and gave 
promises to him and his seed after him. 
Abraham’s descendants multiplied in 
the land of Egypt and God brought 
them out, to Mount Sinai, where he 
gave them the law. Paul says that 
the law was added until the Seed 
(which is Christ) should come; from 
Sinai to Christ, the law served as a 
schoolmaster or tutor (Gal. 3:16, 19, 
24). In many ways, the law pointed to 
Christ. Numbers 3-4, which concerns 
the priesthood, is part of that law. 
Accordingly, when we read these 
chapters, we must be alert to its 
foreshadowing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Notice the following.

1. god claimed all the Firstborn 
sons oF israel as his own

We read, ‘because all the firstborn are 
mine’ (Num. 3:13). The Word of God 
is explicit: ‘every firstborn (son) who 
opens the womb among the sons of 
Israel’ (3:12). 

There are two reasons for this. The first 
reason is found in the Passover. The 
last of the ten plagues which the Lord 
sent upon Egypt to compel Pharaoh 
to let Israel go – ‘Israel is my son, my 
firstborn!’ – the tenth plague was the 
killing of all the firstborn of Egypt, both 
of man and cattle. But the firstborn 
of Israel, who remained in the houses 
marked by the blood of the passover 
lamb, did not die (Exod. 13:2, 12-15). At 
that time, the Lord said that all the 
firstborn of Israel were his. 

Second, there is a basic principle in the 

law of God that the firstfruits belong to 
the Lord. All that we have is given to us 
by God. Children are a gift from him: 
‘Behold, children are a heritage from 
the LORD and the fruit of the womb 
is his reward’ (Ps. 127:3). A wise wife is 
similarly a gift from him: ‘a prudent 
wife is from the LORD’ (Prov. 19:14). 
The entire harvest of the land – grain, 
wine, oil, fruits, the increase of cattle, 
etc. – everything we have comes from 
our Father in heaven. And it was a 
basic principle that, from whatever we 
receive from him, our first act must be 
to return the first part to the Lord. The 
firstfruits of the harvest are his. The first 
tenth is his. And now, here at Sinai, he 
claims as his own the firstborn son. 

Remember Hannah! She asked the 
Lord to grant her a child and Samuel 
was her firstborn son. She said to Eli, 
‘For this child I prayed, and the LORD 
has granted me my petition which 
I asked of him. Therefore I also have 
lent him to the LORD; as long as he 
lives he shall be lent to the LORD’ (1 
Sam. 1:27,28). Her other children were 
hers, so to speak, but Samuel stayed 
in Shiloh and ministered to the LORD 
there (1 Sam. 2:21).

So, here in Numbers 3:13, we hear the 
Lord saying: ‘I have set apart for myself 
all the firstborn in Israel’ and ‘the 
firstborn are mine.’ 

2. he took the levites instead  
oF the Firstborn

We read, ‘Now behold, I myself have 
taken the Levites from among the 
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children of Israel instead of every 
firstborn who opens the womb among 
the children of Israel’ (Num. 3:12). The 
little word ‘instead’ is repeated several 
times in Numbers chapter 3.

Numbers 1:47-54; 2:33, and chapters 3-4 
are all about the Levites: Aaron and his 
sons are the anointed high priests; the 
whole tribe of the Levites are given to 
serve and assist him. In this context the 
word ‘priest’ is reserved for Aaron and 
his sons; but later, Levites are also called 
priests (e.g. Malachi 2:1-9). 

So then, the Levites are 
taken to serve the LORD 
instead of the firstborn 
sons. They are substitutes 
and they render the service 
to the Lord that would 
otherwise have been 
required of the firstborn 
sons of every tribe.

But, just at this point, Israel 
faced a problem. There were 
more firstborn sons than 
there were Levites. There 
were 22,273 firstborn sons (3:43) and 
only 22,000 Levites (3:39). There were 
not enough Levites to substitute for 
them all. To make up the deficit, the 
Lord commanded that each one of 
the 273 should be redeemed by the 
payment of five shekels. The 273 who 
had no Levite to replace them had 
to be bought back with money – this 
was the price of their redemption or 
ransom.

Thus, the firstborn sons were redeemed 
in one of two ways: by a substitute 

standing in their place or by the 
payment of a ransom price.

3. the truths taught  
in numbers 3

We must consider these things in the 
light of the coming of Christ. We saw at 
the beginning that the law was a tutor 
to bring Israel to Christ. For example, 
Aaron and his sons, appointed high 
priests by the law, prefigured a greater 
high priest, our Lord Jesus Christ. And 

all the lambs sacrificed 
under the law pointed 
forward to the Lamb of 
God who takes away the 
sin of the world by his far 
better sacrifice (John 1:29; 
Hebrews).  But now let us 
learn three things from 
Numbers 3.

First, Jesus Christ is the 
firstborn Son. This means 
that he holds the highest 
place of honour in the 
family of God. Paul wrote, 

‘that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren’ (Rom. 8:29). Indeed he 
is the firstborn over all creation and he 
is the firstborn from the dead – and he 
is the head of the body (Col. 1:15, 18). 
When we read in Exodus that Israel 
was God’s firstborn, and we read also 
that God claimed every firstborn son 
as his own, we must understand that 
all this points us to Christ, who is the 
Firstborn.

Second, our Lord Jesus Christ is our 
substitute. If the Levites served the 

the firstborn 
sons were 
redeemed in 
one of two ways: 
by a substitute 
standing in their 
place or by the 
payment of a 
ransom price.
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Lord in his tabernacle instead of the 
firstborn sons of Israel, this substitution 
was designed to prefigure the Lord 
Jesus as the Servant of the Lord. The 
Levitical arrangement displayed the 
ultimate pattern found in Christ. As 
our High Priest, and as our Firstborn 
(older brother), he rendered to God 
the service which we had failed to 
render; he rendered the full and 
perfect obedience that we were never 
capable of. Read the Gospel 
of John, for example: how 
often our Lord emphasized 
that his words and works 
were not his own but given 
to him by the Father. ‘I 
always do those things 
that please him’ (John 
8:29). That obedience was 
rendered by Jesus Christ 
for all his brothers who had 
not served the Lord. So, 
‘by one man’s obedience, 
many are made righteous’ 
(Rom. 5:19). This is why the 
Bible can speak about the 
children of God as clothed 
in white garments – the 
garments of the justified. 
When the Levites served the Lord 
in the tabernacle instead of the 
firstborn sons, they were a type of 
Christ, foreshadowing his life of service 
rendered instead of us. He was the 
servant of the Lord (Isaiah 42:1 etc.).

Third, when the 273 firstborn sons 
were redeemed by payment of 5 
shekels, this set forth to Israel a pattern 
of redemption. A far greater, full 
redemption price that was ultimately 
paid by Jesus Christ. Peter wrote 

that we were redeemed not with 
corruptible things, silver or gold…but 
with the precious blood of Christ (1 
Peter 1:18,19). On the one hand, we 
have in the law the lesson of the 
ransom price; and on the other hand 
we have also the immense contrast. 
Five shekels in no way gave the value 
of the incalculable price of sin paid by 
Christ. And here is the true meaning 
of his death: he died to discharge the 

debt of our sin and our 
guilt. Without his payment, 
we would be forever 
unredeemed.

We should not miss 
something else here. The 
Lord did not say, you are 
short by 273 Levites but 
never mind, I will settle for 
less than is due; or, you can 
suffer the loss of the 273, 
what is that compared with 
22,000?  And in this little 
detail of the law, we learn 
again that Christ’s work was 
in no way insufficient. As the 
hymn writer put it, ‘Jesus 
paid it all!’ Full atonement 

was made by him, sufficient for all 
his children. And the Lord did not 
overlook the left over 273 boys. And 
neither will he suffer the loss of one of 
his sheep (John 10:28-30). Every single 
child of God will be saved, and kept, 
and brought home at last, safe in the 
presence of the Lord for ever.

The law was a schoolmaster and it does 
lead to Christ – our Head, our Substitute, 
and the one who paid the full ransom 
price for our souls. God be praised. o

as our high 
Priest, and as 
our Firstborn 
(older brother), 
he rendered to 
god the service 
which we had 
failed to render; 
he rendered the 
full and perfect 
obedience that 
we were never 
capable of.
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A constant question among Christians, 
especially young ones, is ‘What is the 
will of God for my life?’ It is an important 
question, which shows that the person is 
serious. Perhaps you have asked yourself 
this very question. If you want to glorify 
God, you have to ask, What does God 
want me to do? But unfortunately, the 
question is not as easy to answer as we 
would like. In Scripture we quickly see 
a distinction between what we know of 
God’s will and what we do not know. 

Praying 
with 
Jesus

P
a

r
t 

6

thy will be done

Westminster Shorter 
Catechism Question 103:  
What do we pray for in the 
third petition? 

Answer: 
In the third petition, which is, 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven, we pray that God, by 
his grace, would make us able 
and willing to know, obey, and 
submit to his will in all things, as 
the angels do in heaven.

rEv. JohannEs MüllEr
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two wills oF god

The question of the will of God in your 
life can be answered in two ways. 
The first is, I don’t know. The second 
is, Study your Bible. Here we see the 
challenge in the question. Classically, 
we distinguish between the hidden, 
secret, or ordained will of God, and 
the revealed will of God. 

In Ephesians 1:11 we read 
about God, ‘who worketh 
all things after the counsel 
of his will.’ This means that 
everything that happens, 
happens because God 
wills it. The Westminster 
Confession puts it this way: 
‘God from all eternity, did, 
by the most wise and holy 
counsel of His own will, 
freely, and unchangeably 
ordain whatsoever comes 
to pass’ (WCF 3.1). God has a 
clear plan and it will happen. 

We might want to know 
what this eternal will of God 
is. What exactly does every 
little detail in my life look like? But 
God in his wisdom has not revealed 
everything to us. That is why we call 
this the hidden will of God. God 
has not revealed it to us. It is pride 
that allows us to think that we can 
inquire into God’s secret will. But God 
demands humility from us. We are not 
to inquire after what is too high for us 
(Psalm 131).

On the other hand, we know exactly 

what God’s will is for our lives. He has 
given us his word and revealed what 
we should do, how we should live. The 
prophet Micah makes this clear to us: 
‘He has shown you, O man, what is 
good; and what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with your God?’ 
(Micah 6:8). 

God clearly shows here that we do not 
have to search in the dark to know 

what to do. Paul in quoting 
Deuteronomy 30 makes this 
equally clear to us: ‘The word 
is near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart, that is, 
the word of faith which we 
preach.’ God’s Word, read 
and preached, shows us 
clearly how we are to live. 

This is precisely the will of 
God that our catechism 
speaks of. Since we cannot 
search out the hidden will 
of God, we must necessarily 
study and do the revealed 
will of God, in his Word. 
That is why we pray to God, 
Thy will be done. But what 

exactly are we asking for? 

grace

First, the Catechism reminds us of the 
simple but important truth that we 
are dependent on God’s grace. When 
we pray for God’s will to be done, we 
naturally pray for us to do God’s will. 
But we are weak sinners and so we 
need God’s help. 

we might 
want to know 
what this 
eternal will of 
god is. what 
exactly does 
every little 
detail in my 
life look like? 
but god in his 
wisdom has 
not revealed 
everything 
to us.
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We learn an important lesson 
here for our whole Christian 
life. In everything we do, we 
are dependent on God’s 
grace. God’s justice ensures 
that everyone gets what they 
deserve. But God’s grace gives 
us what we do not deserve. 
God’s grace is ultimately 
Christ himself and only in 
him, through the power of 
the Spirit, are we able to live 
in such a way that we glorify 
God.

able and willing

We therefore pray that God in 
his grace will enable us to do 
his will. The Catechism uses 
the words ‘would make us able 
and willing to know, obey, and 
submit to his will in all things’. 
Here we find the working 
of God’s grace. God’s grace 
enables us to do his will and 
it makes us willing. Paul has 
already expressed this truth 
in a similar way. ‘Therefore, my 
beloved, as you have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and 
trembling; for it is God who 
works in you both to will and to 
do for His good pleasure’ (Phil. 
2:12-13).

We pray that God will enable 
us, and make us willing to 
know his will. It seems to me 

that we often skip this very first 
step. We are so conditioned 
by activism that we talk a lot 
about what we are doing, 
but have little time to think 
about what we should be 
doing. Glorifying God begins 
with thinking, studying, and 
meditating. In Psalm 1, the 
man who bears good fruit is 
presented to us as one who 
meditates on God’s law day 
and night. So we pray that God 
will give us the ability and the 
desire to know his will. For how 
are we to do what he asks if we 
do not know what he asks?

Even though we have the 
Bible, and can even read it 
in our language, we are still 
dependent on God revealing 
to us what his will is. His Spirit 
must enlighten us and unlock 
his Word to us. Therefore, we 
pray that God will help us to 
know his will. 

Then we pray that we can do 
God’s will. As Paul said, ‘for it 
is God who works in you both 
to will and to do for His good 
pleasure.’ We need God’s help 
in knowing his will and we 
need his help in doing his will. 
God himself must work in us to 
will and to do. 

That is ultimately the grace we 
need. God did not give us his 
Son to bring us to level zero. As 
if our sins were merely forgiven 
and now we have to see how 

When we 
pray for 
God’s will 
to be done, 
we naturally 
pray for us 
to do God’s 
will. But we 
are weak 
sinners and 
so we need 
God’s help. 

God’s grace 
enables us 
to do his will 
and it makes 
us willing.
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we can meet God’s standard. 
God has united us to Christ 
through faith so that we are 
one with him and therefore 
we can do what pleases God. 
The gospel is not just the 
forgiveness of sins, but the 
renewal of the whole person 
into the image of Christ (Rom. 
8:29). 

Finally comes the most 
challenging prayer.  May God 
enable us to submit to his will. 
As sinners, we are actually at 
enmity with God. Even after we 
are redeemed, a remnant of 
sin remains in us. This leads us 
to neither want to do God’s will 
nor submit to it.

That is why we pray that God 

will enable us and make us 
willing to submit to his will. 
Why is this so important? 
Both the revealed and the 
unrevealed will can be 
unpleasant for us personally. 
Then the question arises 
whether we are still willing to 
do God’s will. 

The first martyr of the Hitler 
government, Paul Schneider, 
was imprisoned for preaching 
the gospel and preaching 
against the abuses of the 
government. He was released 
again on condition that he 
would no longer preach. But 
he had to obey God more 
than men, and so on Sunday 
he stood in his pulpit again 
and preached. This obedience 

Even after 
we are 
redeemed, a 
remnant of 
sin remains 
in us. This 
leads us to 
neither want 
to do God’s 
will nor 
submit to it.

our goal is god’s glory, and 
we Find neither god’s glory 

nor true Joy when we seek the 
comForts oF this world, but 

when we serve him. 
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led to him being sent to Buchenwald 
concentration camp, where he was 
killed. His obedience to God led to his 
death, which he knew. 

We pray in this petition, thy will be done, 
that we may just as willingly submit to 
God’s will, even if it brings us personal 
disadvantages in this world. After all, our 
goal is God’s glory, and we find neither 
God’s glory nor true joy when we seek 
the comforts of this world, but when we 
serve him. 

angels

Finally, our catechism 
mentions the angels in 
heaven. We pray, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Our wish is that the 
will of God be done here 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Of course, we are not naive. 
As long as sinners live and 
as long as sin is in us, it will 
never happen perfectly. The 
desire should nevertheless be in our 
hearts. 

Our catechism gets to the heart of 
the matter by saying that we want to 
know, do, and submit to, God’s will, 
just as the angels in heaven do. In 
Psalm 103, the angels are described 
as God’s servants who do His will and 
thereby bring Him joy (Psalm 103:20-
21). The heavenly beings are created, 
they live in the glory of God to serve 
him. They do his will. 

Heaven, the place where Christ sits 

at the right hand of the Father, is a 
place of holiness. There is no sin. All 
the angels and the heavenly hosts 
serve God in holiness. There God’s 
will is perfectly done. They serve God 
day and night for his glory. It is an 
undefiled glorification of God. 

It is for this worship of God that we 
pray. We pray that we Christians will be 
enabled to glorify God as the angels 
do. We pray for God’s people to serve 
God as he is served in heaven. It is not 
about singing non-stop, or hiding our 

faces. But it is about purity 
of service. With this prayer, 
we want to do God’s will as 
the angels do. Everything 
that God says, we want to 
do. What God forbids, we 
want to refrain from doing.

If we stop here, it is a prayer 
that makes us despair, 
because we can never 
achieve it but so often must 
despair of our sinfulness. 
But that is short-sighted. 

For we pray that God in his grace will 
enable us to do his will. Dear brothers 
and sisters, God’s standard is high. But 
in Christ we are enabled to die to sin 
and live to righteousness. Do not be 
discouraged, but pray this prayer all 
the more. 

Never forget that prayer is a means 
of grace whereby Christ and the 
blessings of the covenant are given 
to us. Since we realize daily how far 
we are from God’s will, we pray all the 
more, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. o

never forget 
that prayer 
is a means of 
grace whereby 
christ and the 
blessings of the 
covenant are 
given to us.
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rEv. dr PEtEr J. naylor

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the Power, and the glory, 

For ever. amen.

One Saturday evening, I was at my 
desk, my Bible open at Matthew 6, 
when a friend in the ministry sent me 
a question: ‘Should we say the closing 
words of the Lord’s Prayer, found in 
Matthew 6:13?’ Dear reader, you know 
these words, I am sure. But are they in 
your Bible? Turn to Matthew 6:13 and 
check it out. 

In some Bible versions, these words are 
not found and the Lord’s Prayer closes 
abruptly with ‘deliver us from evil’. 
Sometimes a Christian brother or sister 

might tell you that these words ‘For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever, Amen’ were not 
part of the Lord’s Prayer and should 
not be in the Bible. Such Bible versions 
and Christian friends might shake our 
confidence when we pray the Lord’s 
Prayer in worship, or when we learn 
the Shorter Catechism Q. & A. 107: 

‘The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer 
(which is, For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory for 
ever. Amen) teacheth us to take our 

28 PRESBYTERIAN NETWORK
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encouragement in prayer from God 
only, and in our prayers to praise 
him, ascribing kingdom, power, 
and glory to him. And in testimony 
of our desire and assurance to be 
heard, we say, Amen.’ 

And this was why my friend contacted 
me.

His question is not a new one. Five 
hundred years ago, John Calvin 
(1509-64) wrote succinctly, ‘It is 
surprising that this clause, 
which agrees so well with 
the rest of the prayer, has 
been left out by the Latins.’ 
He has put his finger on 
the problem: the words 
were omitted from the 
Latin Vulgate. Calvin knew 
very well that our Lord’s 
doxology is found in almost 
all Greek copies of the 
New Testament but was 
omitted from the Latin 
versions. Remember that for 
centuries the church in the 
west had read the Bible in 
Latin – until the renaissance, 
when the use of the original 
Hebrew and Greek was revived.

When in 1514 the Roman Cardinal 
Ximenes prepared a new edition of 
the New Testament (known as the 
‘Complutensian Polyglot’), he altered 
the Greek text, removing these words 
to make it agree with the Latin. Note 
this: Ximenes removed 15 of our Lord’s 
words from the Greek New Testament. 
We know from a note in the 

Complutensian Polyglot that, in 
the liturgy of the Greek church, 
the choir would stop at the words 
‘deliver us from evil’ and the priest 
(so-called) alone would respond 
with the doxology. Knowing about 
this common practice helps us to 
understand how the closing words 
came to be omitted in the Latin 
Bibles.1

There are a small number of Greek 
copies in which these words also 

are missing – nine, to 
be precise.2 But all the 
rest stand against those 
nine. ‘Ninety-nine out of 
a hundred’ manuscripts 
witness to the complete 
Prayer, the doxology 
included.

And there is still more 
support for these words. Lest 
our confidence be shaken, 
it can be shown that the 
best and earliest evidence 
confirms that these words 
were from our Lord Jesus 
Christ. You see, those few 
Greek manuscripts that 

omit them ( BDZ) are dated in the 4th 
to 6th centuries. But we have witnesses 
from a much earlier time than 
that. A writing called the Didache, 
written in Greek around AD 100, 
witnesses to the doxology (chapter 8). 
Furthermore, at a very early period, 
probably before AD 300, the New 
Testament was translated into Syriac, 
and once again, in the Syriac Gospel of 
Matthew, the complete Lord’s Prayer 

lest our 
confidence 
be shaken, it 
can be shown 
that the best 
and earliest 
evidence 
confirms that 
these words 
were from our 
lord Jesus 
christ.
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is found. (Cardinal Ximenes did not 
know about the Syriac version.) And 
further, early Greek church fathers, 
men such as Chrysostom (who died 
in 407), preserved and commented 
on these words too. So then, the 
earliest testimony is that our Lord 
concluded his prayer with ‘For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen.’ 

When the English Revised Version of 
the New Testament was published 
on 17 May, 1881, these precious words 
of our Lord were omitted. Like the 
Roman Cardinal in 1514, the Revisers 
in 1881 chose to follow a tiny minority 
of extremely unreliable manuscripts, 
and set aside the weight of contrary 
supporting evidence. They placed in 
the hands of the church a defective 
text while claiming to follow superior 
scholarship, and their opinion has 
been received by many ever since. 

It is a very serious matter to remove 
words from holy Scripture. On the last 
page of the New Testament, we read, 
‘For I testify to everyone who hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book: 
If anyone adds to these things, God 
will add to him the plagues that are 
written in this book, and if anyone 
takes away from the words of this 
book, God shall take away his part 
from the book3 of life, from the holy 
city, and from the things which are 
written in this book’ (Rev. 22:18,19). The 
words refer to the book of Revelation, 
but the principle applies to all that the 
Holy Spirit has inspired (e.g. Deut. 4:2; 
Prov. 30:5,6).

The Lord has entrusted his Word not to 
universities and publishers but to his 
church,4 and it falls to faithful leaders 
to preserve it, and to restore what has 
been made defective. Strong support 
for us comes from worthy Reformed 
scholars. Listen to one brother, 
Herman Witsius (1636-1708) writing 
about Matthew 6:13: 

‘Some interpreters maintain that 
this doxology was not given by 
Christ…But these arguments do 
not appear to me to be of so much 
weight as to entitle us to rob the 
Greek gospel of Matthew of this 
magnificent conclusion of the 
Lord’s Prayer….  
 
1. It is manifestly found in the 
most ancient and most approved 
Greek copies…. Robert Stephens 
assures us that he had found 
it in a manuscript of great 
antiquity. Erasmus and Bellarmine 
acknowledge that it is found in 
all the Greek manuscripts. And 
if a very few copies want it, they 
are hardly sufficient to call it in 
question.  
 
2. It exists in the Syriac version, 
which is itself very ancient, and 
which was made from very ancient 
Greek manuscripts....  
 
3. Though it is not expounded by 
Tertullian, Cyprian, and Augustine, 
because they did not find it in their 
Latin editions, yet it was expounded 
by Chrysostom, Euthymius, and 
Theophylact…for they drew from 
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the fountains, while others drew 
from the streams….For any person 
who inspects Chrysostom’s 
writings must plainly see, that he 
explains this doxology, not as an 
ecclesiastical ode, but as a passage 
of Scripture, and a part of the Lord’s 
Prayer.  
 
4. In other parts of 
Scripture similar 
doxologies are to be 
found [1 Chronicles 
29:11,12; 1 Tim. 1:17; 6:16; 
Jude 25].  5. It has 
already been shown, 
that in composing this 
prayer, our Lord brought 
together, with admirable 
skill, the best parts of the 
Hebrew forms of prayer 
which were in use at 
his time…. What I have 
now said may suffice 
for a vindication of the 
passage.’

Our Lord’s prayer echoes 
King David’s: ‘Blessed are 
you, LORD God of Israel, 
our Father, forever and 
ever. Yours, LORD, is the 
greatness, the power and 
the glory, the victory and 
the majesty; for all in the 
heaven and in the earth is Yours, 
LORD, the kingdom and the exaltation 
over all as head’ (1 Chron. 29:11,12). He 
is ‘the blessed and only Sovereign, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
who alone has immortality, dwelling 
in unapproachable light, whom no 

man has seen or can see, to whom be 
honour and everlasting power. Amen’ 
(1 Tim. 6:16,17).5

Let us be confident that the words 
‘For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen’ 

are truly from our Lord Jesus 
and ought to be preserved 
in our Bibles, taught in our 
Catechism classes, and 
prayed in worship. All the 
glory be to God. o

Footnotes 

1 For a full account of this, see Dean 
John William Burgon, The Causes of 
Corruption of the Traditional Text, vol. 
2, pp. 81-88.
2  For those who wish to study 
this, these are: Codex Sinaiticus 
(symbolized by ), Codex Vaticanus 
(B), Codex Bezae (D), Codex 
Dublinensis (Z) – which are dated 
between the fourth and the sixth 
centuries – and five minuscules 
(numbered 1, 17, 118, 130, 209 by Dean 
John William Burgon). There is no 
need here to attempt an evaluation 
of Sinaiticus and Vaticanus. Suffice 
it to say that although these have 
been given pride of place by many 
critics, the truth is that they are poor 
witnesses. Burgon says they are 
‘notorious for their many omissions 
and general accuracy’ (p.87); and 
Kurt and Barbara Aland confirm it: 
‘The text, with numerous singular 

readings (and careless errors) was highly overrated 
by Tischendorf’ (p.107). Even Metzger seems 
to admit that the doxology is authentic and 
influenced transmission of the parallel in Luke 11 
(p.197).
3 Or tree of life. 
4 Jakob van Bruggen, The Future of the 
Bible (Thomas Nelson, 1978), page145: ‘The 
Responsibility of the Church.’
5 Also Psalm 145:11-13; Dan. 7:14; Rev. 1:6.
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1In the hour when guilt assails me, 
and my long, long sins appal, 

then I haste to the Forgiver, 
on his gracious name I call. 
There I find the heavenly fullness, 
Christ, my righteousness, my all! 
There I find divine completeness, 
Christ my cleanser, Christ my all!

2 In the day when earth attracts me, 
when its pleasures would enthral, 

when its loveliness would bind me, 
and to creature-love recall; 
then I turn to brighter beauty, 
Christ my glory and my all;
then I turn to fairer splendour, 
Christ my treasure and my all!

3 In the night when sorrow clouds me, 
and the burning tear-drops fall, 

then I look for One to wipe them, 
on his changeless name I call. 
Then I sing the song of patience, 
Christ my brother and my all.
And I rest upon his bosom, 
Christ my solace and my all.

4 In the day when sickness weakens, 
and life’s solemn shadows fall, 

when I feel my strength is failing,
and I sense the homeward call:
then I think of resurrection, 
Christ my life, my health, my all; 
then I think of incorruption, 
Christ my everlasting all!

5 In the day when the immortal 
shall fling off this mortal thrall, 

putting on the bright perfection 
of the light celestial; 
still my song when standing yonder, 
shall be Christ my joy, my all.
Still my song of resurrection
Shall be ‘Christ, my all in all’.

6 In the land of promised glory, 
in the day of festival, 

day of marriage and of triumph, 
in the angel-crowded hall, 
this shall ever be my burden, 
Christ my glory and my all, 
this shall ever be my anthem, 
Christ my bridegroom and my all.

Footnotes:  
1 Verse 4 slightly amended from the original.

‘ChriSt 
mY all’
Horatius Bonar excelled in writing hymns 
that were edifying and heart warming. 
Here is one known as ‘Christ my all’.1 

a  h y m n  b y  h o r at i u s  b o n a r
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  barry - christ church

Christ Church Presbyterian, Jerusalem Chapel, 
Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB. 
Sun. 11am & 5pm, Wed. 4pm
Contact: Rev. Philip Haines

  029 2059 6410 / 07703 859 258
  philiphaines@live.com
  christchurchbarry.org.uk

  berlin
Luisenstrasse 39, 10117 Berlin, Sun. 11am & 2pm
Kettinger Strasse 131, 12305, 
Berlin. Midweek. 8pm
Minister: Rev. Johannes Müller

  +491763102904
  johannes.mueller@epkd.de
  www.epkd.de 

  blackburn
Fecitt Brow, Blackburn, Lancashire BB1 2AZ
Sun. 11am & 6.30pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Norman Green

  07764 939 657

  bury st edmunds
1 Charles Place, Bury St Edmunds, 
IP32 6TD, 
Sun. 11am & 5.30pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Matthew Jolley

  07891 201748
  matthewjolley@mac.com
  bse-pc.org

  cambridge
Queen Emma Primary School, Gunhild Way (am)
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Westfield Lane (pm)
Sun. 10.30am & 6pm, Thu. 7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Douglas McCallum

  07855 130526
  dmccallum1981@gmail.com
  cambridgepres.org.uk

  cardiFF - immanuel

Heol Trelai, Caerau, Cardiff CF5 5LJ
Sun. 10.30am & 6pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Dr Peter Naylor

  029 2040 5750 / 07773 093738
  peter.naylor@immanuel.org.uk
  immanuel.org.uk

  chelmsFord
Hall Street Methodist Church
Chelmsford CM2 0HG
Sun. 11.30am & 6pm, Thu. 8pm
Minister: Rev. Darren Moore

  01245 690559
  darrenmoore@chelmsfordpres.co.uk
  chelmsfordpres.org.uk

  cheltenham - naunton lane

23 Naunton Lane, Leckhampton
Cheltenham GL53 7BJ
Sun. 10.30am & 6pm, Wed. 7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Matt Faux

  07929 527 631
  MattFaux@cheltenhampres.org.uk
  cheltenhampres.org.uk

  cheltenham - north

Whaddon Road E.P. Church
Rear of Claremont, Whaddon Rd,
Cheltenham GL52 5LZ
Sun. 11am & 6.00pm
Minister: Rev. David Pfeiffer

  07846 858766
  drpfeiffer85@hotmail.com
  whaddonevangelicalchurch.org

  cardiFF - ely

Archer Road, Ely, Cardiff CF5 4FR
Sun 10:30am & 5:30pm, Wed 7:00pm
Minister: Rev. Philip Haines

  029 2059 6410 / 07703 859 258
  philiphaines@live.com
  epcreformed.org

ePcew Church Directory

  cardiFF - bethel

Michaelston Rd, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff CF5 4SX
Sun. 11am & 6pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Andrew Graham

 029 2059 5000
  andrew.graham@bethelpcr.org.uk 
  bethelpcr.org.uk 
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  durham
The Chapel, Laburnum Avenue
Durham, DH1 4HA
Sun. 10.30am & 3.30pm, Thu.7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Phil Baiden

  07714 340 892
  philbaiden@yahoo.co.uk
  durhampresbyterian.church

  hexham
The Torch Centre, Corbridge Rd (near hospital) 
Hexham NE46 1QS
Sun. 10am & 5pm, Wed. 7:30pm
Contact: Mr John Cook

  01434 609691
  johncookatmca@hotmail.com
  hexhampres.uk

  sheFField
Hill Top Chapel, Attercliffe Common, 
Sheffield S9 2AD
Sun. 10am (SS), 11am & 5pm
Minister: Rev. Dr Kevin Bidwell

  0114 2431720 / 07954 546487
  kevinjbidwell@me.com
  sheffieldpres.org.uk

  tranås
Höggatan 8, 57333, Tranås, Sweden
Sun. 10am
Contact: Trygve Lundblad

  +46 (0)70 238 70 75
  trygve.tranas@gmail.com

  solihull
Tudor Grange Academy, Dingle Lane, 
Solihull B91 3PD 
11am and 5pm.
Minister: Rev. Dr Stephen Dancer

  0121 707 1826
  info@solihullpres.org.uk
  solihullpres.org.uk

clerk oF Presbytery
Dr Falko Drijfhout, 63 Larchwood, Keele, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, ST5 5BB

  01782 611280 / 07811 387438  
  f.drijfhout12@gmail.com 

  oxFord
North Gate Hall, 18 St Michael’s Street, 
OX1 2DU 
Sun. 10:30am & 5pm
Minister: Rev. Andy Young

  07963 139683
  andy@oxfordpres.co.uk
  oxfordpres.co.uk

  salFord, manchester

River View Primary School, 
1 Wheaters St, Salford, M7 1QZ
Sun. 11am
Minister: Rev. Chris Statter

  07914 048085
  salfordEPC@gmail.com
  salfordEPC.org.uk

  sunderland
Fulwell Community Centre,
Sunderland, SR6 8HS 
Sun. 10:30am & 5pm
Minister: Rev. Nathan Hilton

  07960 677510
  contact@sunderlandpres.org.uk 
  sunderlandpres.org.uk 

Rear of 336 Holderness Road,
Hull, HU9 3DQ
Sun. 10.30am 
Contact: Rev. Chris Kavanagh 
(Cheltenham - Naunton Lane)

  hull

  lincoln
Location: Please contact us for details.
Minister: Rev. Dr Kevin Bidwell

  07954 546487
  lincolnepc.org.uk

  Zürich
Minister: Pfr. Florian Weicken

  +41763080787
  florian.weicken@zuerichpres.ch
  zuerichpres.ch

  gloucester 

10:30am The Farmers Club (Greville Cl, GL2 9RG)
5pm St Mary’s Congregational Church (GL1 2QS)
Minister: Rev. Michael Cochran

  07810 268 284
  mcochran@worldwitness.org
  gloucesterpres.co.uk

  newcastle - all saints

Church address: Pilgrim Street, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2ES
Office: All Saints Church Office, Third Floor, 
Alderman Fenwick’s House, 98-100 Pilgrim 
Street, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 6SG
Minister: Rev. Benjamin Wontrop

  0191 261 6933
  contact@allsaintspres.org.uk
  allsaintspres.org.uk
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