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EDITOR’S
NOTE

This edition follows on from a
wonderfully encouraging bi-annual
Presbytery meeting where delegates
from reformed churches brought their
greetings to our Presbytery. It was so
good to share fellowship with brothers
from various parts of the world and

to hear of the progress of the gospel.
But amongst the joy, there was also
sadness, as we missed the presence of
our brother, Rev. Dr. Stephen Dancer. A
fitting obituary is included in this edition.

The rest of the contents consider the
usual church news and a number

of articles. These cover a mix of
theological and pastoral matters. There
is a challenge to read John Owen, a
continuation of a previous article on the
regulative principle and a look at what
it means to pray for “our daily bread”.
To live for God's glory we need to read
well, worship well, and live in prayerful
dependence on God. | trust this
edition helps us to do these things. o

% SUBSCRIPTIONS
AND GIFTS

If you wish to pay a subscription or to
donate:

Direct to the Bank:
Account Name: EPCEW
Sort code: 30-13-55 Account: 02868118

Send a cheque, payable to the EPCEW:
The Treasurer, 28 Lon Lindys, Rhoose,
CF62 3LU

Email: phil.young@bethelpcr.org.uk
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on the Churches

© BERLIN

Church work in Berlin remains
challenging, but is above all
encouraging. With 4 million people
from the most diverse regions of the
world, you learn to remain flexible. The
church is growing slowly but steadily
and each new member brings new
life, motivation and joy to the church.
We would like to be more active in
evangelisation and think about how
we can reach people. Marius, as an
elder and intern, has taken on this
task. Our desire? To see people being
born again and coming to faith.

We are also very encouraged that our
midweek Bible study is getting better
and better attended and the love for
one another is growing.

Z Johannes Mliller

©® CAMBRIDGE

Since we last wrote it seems to have
been a busy time in the church with
many encouragements for us. We
have seen a number of people seeking
church membership, we've had four
baptisms of covenant children, babies
recently arrived, and a number of

visitors who seem to be ‘checking’ us
out. Our numbers at both Sunday
services have steadily increased and
there seems to have been quite

a buzz after each of the services.
Currently we are enjoying ministry
from Deuteronomy in the morning
and the Gospel of Luke in the evening.

Recently we have begun handing out
tracts and invitations to our services,
this has been on a Saturday morning
in the town centre once a month, in an
effort to engage some in conversation
hopefully about the gospel. The
student/young adult group continues
to meet weekly in term time and

will have a weekend retreat toward
the end of March. We have also seen
a couple of new students recently
attending services following on from




04 » PRESBYTERIAN NETWORK

the Events Week held by the Christian
Union in the university. The ‘Preaching
Group’ held monthly continues to be an
encouragement to all who attend, and
we are so thankful for all the regular
meetings for different sections of the
congregation.

We look to honour the Lord in all
we do and to foster a loving church
fellowship, please remember us in this.

Z Peter Leverton

©® CHELMSFORD

At Christmas, a group from church
went carol singing at the station,
handing out invitations to our
Christmas services and engaging in
conversation with passers-by. Our
carol service was very well attended,
with many visitors. The gospel was
preached, and we pray that seeds
sown then will take root and grow.

We continue to pray for our own
building, and are encouraged by
church members who have given and
do give generously to a building fund.
We thank God for his provision of
finance for our church.

We are very encouraged by our
children’s work. Sunday School is
divided into two groups, 4-7 and 8-11
year olds. They are currently studying

® SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

Old Testament characters such as
Daniel and Ezra, learning about God’s
faithfulness in keeping his promises,
and to help them trust in our sovereign
God. We also hold regular Children’s
Craft parties which are much enjoyed.
A recent Winter Blues Party had 28
children attend with their families, We
pray that as families get to know us
they will attend other more gospel-
focused events such as our Saturday
Bible Club, “The Heroes’ Academy’.
This is designed to encourage our
own children, but also to present the
gospel to others, in particular those
who have come to craft afternoons.

Our minister, Darren Moore, is
undergoing major surgery at the end
of March. Please join us in prayer for a
successful outcome for this, and peace
and comfort for him and the family

at this time. We are very thankful to
our Assistant Minister, Ben Alexander,
and our elders, who have stepped in
willingly to do the work that Darren is
currently unable to do.

Z Ruth Ferguson

©® CHELTENHAM -
NAUNTON LANE

We have been very blessed to have Ben
Fry join us as assistant Minister for two
years. Ben will be working with us part
time as he continues his studies for

his theology MA. Ben is from a military
background and he and his wife

Ruth and children are based locally

in Cheltenham. His son Reuben is in
the sixth form in a local school and his
daughter Miriam is studying at Oak
Hill College, London. We have already
been blessed by his preaching and
involvement in the life of the church.

We are looking forward to another Dei
Gratia concert in March. Dei Cratia are
a small ensemble who have been to
us twice before and they bring a mix
of classical music and an evangelistic
message. This is a good outreach
opportunity and on previous occasions
we have had several visitors. We have
been blessed with many visitors over
the last few months and a few have
decided to join us more regularly.

We have been continuing with home
groups and these have now grown
from two groups to three which

is encouraging. We are currently
studying the letters of John.

2 David Doughty
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©® CHELTENHAM -
WHADDON ROAD

We thank the Lord for the love we
have for one another and that we
are known by the God of love (1 John
4:7,10). Our triune God continues to
strengthen those facing trials, having
delivered others from their own
difficulties. After gladly welcoming
Larry and Mandy Wilkes back from
the USA late last year, we are further
encouraged in many ways.

The Lord'’s provision abounds: we
enjoy at-or-near-capacity attendance
of the morning services, during
which we are studying Matthew'’s
gospel; WREPC's first deacon, Manual
Jebakumar, was ordained and
installed in December, after receiving
the approval of every eligible church
member; baby Dariel Annepu was
baptised in late January, firstborn

of Daniel and Deepthi; three young
people have completed communicant
(or, in one case, baptism) classes, and
we look forward to following up with
them individually; the three seminars
on biblical parenting, drawing
particularly on the book of Proverbs,
that David Pfeiffer delivered following
our monthly church lunches were
greatly appreciated. Mindful of the
Lord’s rich blessing in all these areas,
we implore His help in meeting our
responsibilities and doing His will.

2 Toni Saad
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© BETHEL - CARDIFF

At Bethel, the Lord has continued to
bless His people and we rejoiced at
the baptism and membership of a
family from Iran.

Christmas may be in the distant
past but we give thanks to God

for the visitors that joined us for
various events and services including
Christmas wreath making, the
children’s concert and community
carol service.

An evening of fun and fellowship

was enjoyed early in the year at a
curry evening. One of our members,
Tristan De Lange, aged 18, also told

us how he would be spending his
gap year aboard the Logos Hope with
Operation Mobilisation.

Our minister, Andrew Graham, has
had study leave and we have been
grateful to those men from other
churches who have stepped in during
that period.

Alan Liddington, one of our elders, and
his wife, Janis, both celebrated their
80" birthdays in the church and we
give thanks to God for their longevity.
At the other end of the life cycle, we
celebrated the birth of Menna Hedd
Evans to Gruff and Carys Evans and
are looking forward to welcoming
another child into God’s family in a
few weeks’ time.

Looking ahead, Jeff Tucker has been
elected as elder and Gruff Evans and
Adrian Broad are deacons elect. Our
little church is growing and we can
only thank God for His continued
goodness and mercy to us.

2 Patricia Stowell

ADDITIONAL NEWS:

Hello everyone! My name
is Tristan De Lange and
| am going to be serving
on the Logos Hope for a
year, lasting from August 2025 to
August 2026.

| currently don’'t know what my
personal role will be on the ship

but | am excited for it whatever

it may be! Because | don't have

a degree, as | am going on the
ship before studying, it will be
something to do with manual
labour. As well as this, like everyone
else, | will have a weekly missionary
day, where | will have the
opportunity to spread the gospel
to people from all walks of life.

| am beyond blessed to have this
opportunity, and if you feel called
to help me through prayers or
financial support, that would be
appreciated more than you know.

www.uk.om.org/
Appeal/tristan-de-lange

© ELY - CARDIFF

We thank God for the ministry supply
of Rev. Dr Bob Davies and for the
return of Rev. Philip Haines after his
sabbatical, who has begun preaching
a morning and evening series on Mark,
bringing Christ to the church in a vivid
way from this dynamic gospel. God
has drawn from us cries for mercy,
healing and strengthening of faith as
we've petitioned and praised him for
those of our number who are suffering
in body and mind.

Our youth works have continued to
be blessed by high quality biblical
teaching resources. The children

of the Sunday School benefit from
materials from Great Commission
Publications, with theology based on
the Westminster Standards. Friday
Youth Group youngsters have been
engaging with discussion-sparking
videos from 321 Speak Life and
Christianity Explored’s Vox series.

After last year's weeklong Holiday
Bible Club, First Presbyterian,
Columbia, SC plan on sending
another missionary team in Summer
2025. Please pray for its blessing as we
seek to reach the young people of our
area with the gospel. We have been
encouraged by a growing number of
visitors over the Christmas period and
at our community outreach meals.

2 John McCabe

© GLOUCESTER

God continues to be faithful to

our church. We have an average
attendance of 32 in morning worship
and 12 in evening worship. We are
thankful that several visitors have
begun to attend regularly, and we
are praying for more visitors and
more opportunities to share the
gospel with our community. We are



08 » PRESBYTERIAN NETWORK

Q SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

SPRING 2025 » 09

Q SPOTLIGHT on the Churches

grateful for the two wonderful venues
we rent for morning and evening
worship; nevertheless, we continue

to look to the Lord for the provision
of a permanent church facility, with

a desire to see the church further
established here in Gloucester.

Please join us in prayer as we continue
to seek the Lord's blessing on our
church.

Z Michael Cochran

©® HEXHAM

Earlier this year in February, Hexham
Presbyterian Church marked its 10t
anniversary, and we are thankful

for the way in which the Lord has
maintained this fellowship and
enabled His Word to be proclaimed
week by week.

At the same time, we are grateful for
the men who continue to come from
near and far to lead us in worship,

as we continue to prayerfully seek

a pastor. Please join us in prayer for
such a worker for our joy, that we
might stand firm in our faith (2 Cor.
1:24). Lord-willing, two covenant
children are about to be brought into
communicant membership.

2 Chris Schroeder

© HULL

We are greatly encouraged because
new people are still attending hence
the attendance numbers have
increased from last year. We hope to
begin PM services on the Lord’s day at
the end of March & we are planning to
have a meal & service on Good Friday.

Some members have concerning

illnesses amongst their family members.

We continue to pray for their recovery
& that they might acknowledge the
Lord in recovery & might find himin a
real deep & mighty way.

We are considering again the sale of a
small piece of land at the end of the
car park & we are obviously seeking
God on this matter.

Z Chris Lawson

©®© OXFORD

We are looking forward to welcoming
several people into membership

over the next few Sundays, as well as
two baptisms on profession of faith.
With new families visiting, students
checking us out, and non-Christians
being invited by friends, our morning
services have been especially full this
year. We are also encouraged by an

increased attendance at our evening
services and a hunger for God'’s Word.

Due to popular demand and the
doubling of our student attendance
we started in January to host ‘Rooted’,
our student evening of food and Bible
study, every week. It has been a delight
to see 30+ students digging into both
pizza and the book of Colossians.

As building renovations on the North
Gate Hall begin in mid-March, we
are having to move out and hold our
Sunday services in temporary venues.
This will be for a month before Easter
and then again over the whole of the
Summer. Please pray the disruption
to church life and witness is minimal
and the building work goes well. Pray
especially that the necessary funds
will be raised to complete this work
over the next few years.

Z Andrew Young

© SOLIHULL

As a congregation we are grieving the
loss of our much-loved minister, Stephen
Dancer, who died in November after
suffering a stroke. Please keep Susan,
their daughter Katie and the whole
family in your prayers. Pray too for the
elders and congregation as we seek
the Lord’s provision of a new pastor.

At the end of November August Ritchie
was baptised, the second child of the
Ritchie family. We pray for him and for
all our covenant children, that the Lord
would work saving faith in their lives.

Z Ali Umpleby

© SUNDERLAND

As we approach our sixth anniversary,
we reflect on the Lord’s preserving
hand. He brought us through the
rocky pandemic years when we were
just starting out, and has replenished
our numbers every time people

have moved on. Three years ago, He
provided a new meeting-place when
it was needed at short notice. We still
feel much of the initial fragility that
we did in April 2019, but this becomes
the impetus to raise our Ebenezer and
reflect on a God who has not let us
down.

We held our sixth community carol
service over Christmas. It's always a
lovely surprise to see local people
respond to our invitations and inquire
after it year to year. We've had a very
quiet start to 2025, but have enjoyed
a few social events nonetheless. Curry
Night is becoming a favourite among
the men. The ladies opted for the
wholesome alternative of the local
botanic gardens.
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Nathan is coming to the end of

his series in Luke and 1 John. He is
preparing for a three-week trip to
the States this spring. We are also
tremendously excited to anticipate
another baby in the congregation,
due Easter Sunday!

Z Nathan Hilton

©® ZURICH

The year 2024 was a particularly
blessed year for us as a church! The
Lord gave us 21 new members (44

in total). Currently, more than 50
people attend our morning services
and about 25 the evening services.

In addition to two baptisms in 2024,
we also spent our first church retreat
in the Swiss mountains at the end of
August 2024. This really bonded the
congregation together.

On 2 November, we were able

to ordain our intern Simeon
Krumpaszky as our second minister
alongside Rev Florian Weicken. It
was encouraging that many elders
from fellow churches came to the

ordination. A marvelous expression of

the one, visible, catholic church.

We are also observing an increased
interest in Reformed theology,
especially among young people

in the German-speaking world!

Not long ago, a group of students

in the canton of Ticino (southern
Switzerland) asked us if we could
lead a few Bible studies with them in
the spring of 2025.

Please pray for a couple who are
expecting their first child towards the
summer. We also have at least one
wedding coming up this year. We also
hope to appoint our first deacons and
more elders this year and next. o

2Z Simeon Krumpaszky
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In the last edition of the Presbyterian
Network, the biblical basis for the
“regulative principle of worship” was
set out, concluding that:

The acceptable way of worshipping
the true God is instituted by Himself,
and so limited by His own revealed
will, that He may not be worshipped
according to the imaginations and
devices of men, or the suggestions
of Satan, under any visible
representation, or any other way
not prescribed in the holy Scripture.
(Westminster Confession 21:1)

But what does God command, and
what if any freedom is explicitly left

to us? This question is, perhaps, even
more controversial than the “regulative
principle” itself, but it cannot be
avoided.

FROM OLD
TO NEW

The first thing to note is that because
the priesthood has changed, worship
is different in the New Testament
than in the Old. Hebrews makes this
point repeatedly. For example, Heb.
712, “For when there is a change in
the priesthood, there is necessarily

a change in the law as well.” The law
being the law of sacrificial worship.
But Hebrews tell us that God, and his
regard for his worship is unchanged.
Heb.12:28-29, “thus let us offer to God
acceptable worship, with reverence
and awe, for our God is a consuming
fire.” So, while the principle of God only

accepting worship he has commanded
remains, it is not as simple as reading
features of Old Testament worship
across into the New.

WHAT IS COMMANDED IN
NEW TESTAMENT WORSHIP?

So, that leads to the question, what do
we see as the continuing commanded
pattern of worship? And we can quite

easily see, | think, God commands the

following things in worship:

Prayer

For example, 1 Tim. 2:2, “First of
all, then, | urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all
people.”

Praise

For example, Col. 3:16, “Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom, singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, with thankfulness in your
hearts to God.”

Reading of Scripture

For example, 1 Tim 4:13, “Until
| come, devote yourself to the
[public] reading of Scripture.”

Preaching of Scripture

For example, 2 Tim. 4:2, “preach

the word; be ready in season and
out of season; reprove, rebuke, and
exhort, with complete patience and
teaching.”

SPRING 2025 » 13

The administering the
sacraments, baptism
and the Lord’s supper
for example Matt 28:19,
‘Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the
name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” 1 Cor 11:26, “For

as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.”

There are other related
things God commands

too, for example the taking
of vows (Deut. 6:13), the
confession of our faith (1
Tim. 3:16), the giving of our
financial offerings (1 Cor
16:2), special thanksgiving at
stated times (Esther 9:22).

But the great summary

of commanded worship

is praise, prayer, reading
and preaching Scripture
and administering the
sacraments. These are to be
our worship, and nothing
else, unless we have express
warrant from it in Scripture.

A LIBERATING
PRINCIPLE

Now this might seem like a
straightjacket to constrain
us. But the regulative

<]

The regulative
principle
liberates us
from the
bondage of
man-made
rules to do
only what
God wants.

principle, far from being a
constraint, is a liberation.

It liberates us from our
preferences and likes being
the things that determine
how we worship. We do
not have to sort out what is
good in worship; God has
already told us, and that is
tremendously liberating.

It also liberates us from

the tyranny of other
people’s ideals regarding
worship. Wasn't that

Jesus point in Matt. 15:9,
quoting from Isaiah, “in

vain do they worship me,
teaching as doctrines

the commandments of
men.” The Pharisees has
introduced all kinds of man-
made rules and regulations.
And Jesus says that destroys
worship, not enhances it. The
regulative principle liberates
us from the bondage of
man-made rules to do only
what God wants.

HOW DO WE
APPLY THIS?

Well, the regulative principle
settles certain things, and

it leaves other things open.
It tells us that worship

is praise, prayer, reading

and preaching Scripture
and administering the
sacraments.! So, if you are
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Christian prudence, according to the
general rules of the Word, which are
always to be observed.”

a great pianist and want to perform
a concert in worship. That is ruled
out. Or whatever else it might be.
The overarching content of worship
is settled, and not to be changed So, the things we do are mandated,
or added to. Our simple question but there is flexibility on how we do
becomes, has God commanded it? them.

But other things are left free. Certain
things are cultural and the regulative
principle says nothing about that.
How might a Presbyterian church

in Uganda sing praise, compared to
a Presbyterian church in
England? One might be
exuberant with a bit more o
movement and clapping,
the other, a little more
restrained. Both are doing

THE REGULATIVE PRINCIPLE
AND LEADING WORSHIP

Our confessional tradition views

this regulated worship

as primarily elder led. So,
the Westminster Directory
for Public Worship says,
“‘Reading of the word in the
congregation, being part

Certain things

are cultural
what God has commanded, and the of the publick worship of
in a way appropriate regulative God... is to be performed by

to their culture. Simple
cultural things are left to

the pastors and teachers.” It
also says regarding “Publick
Prayer before the Sermon”
that this is conducted by
“the minister who is to
preach.” The Westminster
Larger Catechism says, “all
are not to be permitted

to read the word publicly
to the congregation” and
that “The word of God

is to be preached only by such as

are sufficiently gifted, and also duly
approved and called to that office.”

principle says

nothing about
our discretion. Should we that. The

things we do
are mandated,
but there is
flexibility on
how we do
them.

meet at 9 or 1030? Should
we raise our hands as we
sing? There are no principles
involved here to commend
one and condemn the
other. The regulative
principle in fact guards our
liberty here in these mere
circumstances relating to worship.

The Westminster Confession itself
teaches this when it says, Westminster
Confession 1:6, “there are some
circumstances concerning the
worship of God, and government

of the Church, common to human
actions and societies, which are to be
ordered by the light of nature, and

This is in contrast to much current
reformed and evangelical practice
where really most of what happens
in worship is open to all, except the
preaching of the Word. Our own
EPCEW directory preserves some

SPRING 2025 » 15

degree of liberty around this, simply
saying, “All that occurs in public
worship should always be under the
control of the eldership.” But what is
the support for the view of elder led
worship set out in the Westminster
Standards?

It is implied by the duties of elders.
They kept watch over and shepherded
the church (Heb. 13:17; Acts 20:28; 1
Peter 1:2), care for the church (1 Tim.
3:5), teach sound doctrine (Titus 1:9),
exercise spiritual oversight (1 Peter
5:2), and set an example of faithful
Christian living (1 Peter 5:3), ordain
other elders (1 Tim 1:14), determine
church policy (Acts 15:22), guard the
church (Acts 20:28). That, at least,
implies a leading role in worship.

It is made explicit by the New
Testament.

A specific group of men, set apart for
the task of leadership in the church
are to, Acts 6:1-6, “devote ourselves

to prayer and to the ministry of the
word”. Timothy is exhorted, 1 Timothy
4:13, “devote yourself to the public
reading of Scripture, to exhortation,
to teaching.” We are told that it is
elders who rule, and among them
are some who, 1 Timothy 5:17, “labour
in preaching and teaching.” Again,

it is elders who are to preach, 2 Tim.
4:1, Titus 1:9, and who are to be able
to teach, 1 Tim. 3:2. Where we have
examples in Scripture, preaching
and reading God's Word seem tied
together, e.g. Luke 4:17-21 (Jesus reads
then preaches), Neh. 8:2-3,7-8 (Ezra
reads the scroll and explains it). While

it does not relate to public worship,
James 5:14 shows a specific role for
elders in prayer. There is also the
general leadership of elders, which
must apply to the specific of worship
(Heb.13:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; 1
Peter 5:1-3).

But balanced alongside this, the New
Testament clearly gives example of
congregational involvement and
expression. There were times of open
prayer and discussion, venues where
prayer and prophesying in the church
were evidently not restricted to the
eldership (e.g. 1 Cor. 11:4-5,13; 14:26-
33). So, alongside the preaching of
God's Word, always reserved for elders
or those testing their gifting, and a
general pattern of elder led worship,
congregational involvement is also
clear in the New Testament. The way
many of our churches work that out,
and acknowledge this, is through our
mid-week meetings and home groups
where prayer and discussion are open
to all. But there is no reason, driven
by the regulative principle, why this

is fitting for a mid-week rather than
Sunday.

CONCLUSION

To bring this home: what is your and
my attitude to worship? Do we bring
our ideas, our idols, when we look at
worship? Or are we concerned simply
to do what God asks, and no more.
Calvin famously says, “‘when itis a
matter of worshipping God, we are
not to give any attention whatever to
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our imagination. But we are
to follow in all simplicity
what he has ordained in

his word, without adding
anything to it at all.”

We all, to one degree

or another, need our
conception of worship
directed away from our
ideas, to the simple
requirements of Scripture.
In doing that, worship will
not become less enjoyable,
but more, because, God
knows how to define the
best worship, better than
we do.

This is really all a matter
of the heart. We cannot
hope to worship as God
wants unless our heart,
our attitude, is right. The
regulative principle would
never be simply reduced
to what we do in worship,
it is about our heart in
worship. God has given us
plenty commands about
that, not least, the words
of Jesus, citing Isaiah, “This
people honours me with
their lips, but their heart
is far from me” (Matt. 15:8).
So, do we hear the Word
of God preached with
attention? Do we join in
the prayers with our hearts?
Are our praises sincere? Are
we delighting in worship
as God ordained it? These

4]

We all, to
one degree
or another,
need our
conception
of worship
directed
away from
our ideas, to
the simple
requirements
of Scripture.
In doing that,
worship will
not become

less enjoyable,

but more.

spiritual aspects of the
command, perhaps more
than the outward, are
where we fail.

And here, both in the how
and the what, Jesus is our
perfect example. Jesus
defends the regulative
principle against the
Pharisees, but he not only
defended it, he delighted
in it. As we have said of
Jesus, Ps 40:8, ‘I delight

to do your will, O my God;
your law is within my
heart.” Jesus is the true and
perfect worshiper whose
intercession cleanses

the faults of our worship,
presenting it acceptable
before the Father. o

FOOTNOTES

' There is diversity of views in EPCEW
over the content of praise (what
does psalms, and spiritual songs
mean?) and the accompaniment of
praise (acapella, piano, or broader
musical accompaniment?) but
these are not questions over the
regulative principle itself, but its
application. Often the two are
unhelpfully conflated, as if only
advocates of acapella exclusive
psalmody hold to the regulative
principle.

‘1 WANT TO
READ SOME
OWEN, BUT
WHERE SHOULD
| BEGIN?”

BEGIN WITH

SPRING 2025 17
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Most people in our congregations

will have heard of John Owen, the
seventeenth century Puritan, and will
have heard his writings praised for
their theological precision, profundity
and pastoral helpfulness. Most will
also have heard that he is hard to
read. Undeniably, he can be hard
work. So, unfortunately, is digging for
diamonds.

Nor will everyone get his sense of
humour. He begins one work by
saying that if you are approaching
this book as the Roman senator “Cato
[the Younger] went into the theatre,
only in order to go out again,” or
merely “as a title gazer” who has no
serious desire to learn anything, then
“thou hast had thy entertainment;
farewell! In other words, ‘If that is
you, don’t let me detain you, you wiill
enjoy some other book more.’

But if you are willing to work and
learn, persevere with Owen and you
will be well rewarded. But where to
begin? Some of his works are infinitely
easier than others, particularly if

Latin is not your mother tongue. |
would not suggest beginning with
Vindiciee Evangelicae, nor even his
better known titles such as The Death
of Death, or The Mortification of Sin.
These are excellent, but there are
easier entrances. A good place to
start is with the very last work that

he sent to the press, his Meditations
and Discourses concerning the

Glory of Christ. If not already on your
bookshelf, an e-copy may be read via
the links below.?

Perhaps the following seven
encouragements to behold the glory
of Christ, that Owen gives us in this
work, will encourage you to take it up
and read.

1. BEHOLDING THE GLORY OF
CHRIST BRINGS REFRESHMENT
TO WEARY SOULS

For all who are weighed down by this
world, Owen urges you to take “the
universal remedy and cure,” which

is “‘contemplating the glory of Christ,
thereby finding rest for your souls.” In
this world of “temptations, afflictions
and sorrows” we must frequently
“retreat in our minds unto a view of
this glory, and our own share in it

The constant contemplation of

the glory of Christ will give rest,
satisfaction, and complacency unto
the souls of them who are exercised
therein. Our minds are apt to be
filled with a multitude of perplexed
thoughts. Fears, cares, dangers,
distresses, passions, and lusts do
make various impressions on the
minds of men, filling them with
disorder, darkness, and confusion.
But where the soul is fixed in its
thoughts and contemplations

on this glorious object, it will be
brought into and kept in a holy,
serene, spiritual frame.*

Owen'’s world was different from ours;
but there is nothing outdated in the
trials that he describes. Nor is there
anything outdated in the “divine
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antidote” that he prescribes, which
alone will “make our burden light,
and preserve our souls from fainting.”
This will correct our “over-valuation

of temporal things, so that we do not
spend our lives in fears, sorrows and
distractions.”

But how are we to do this without
retreating into mysticism?

2. BEHOLDING THE GLORY OF
CHRIST REQUIRES PRAYERFUL
SEARCHING OF THE SCRIPTURES

Owen does not want us to seek
visions of Christ and his glory through
vain introspection or empty-minded
contemplation. Rather, we are to

expect to find him displayed on every

page of Scripture; and may expect the
Holy Spirit to empower the eye of faith
to see him there.

To behold Christ is not a work

of fancy or imagination. It is a
work of faith exercised on divine
revelations. ‘Search the Scriptures;
for they are they which testify of
me.’ This principle is always to be
retained in our minds in reading
Scriptures. They are a revelation of
the glory of God in the salvation
of the church. They reveal the
person and glory of Christ, from
the beginning unto the end of

it. In divine meditations of these
revelations doth much of the life of
faith consist.®

o

Owen does not
want us to seek
visions of Christ
and his glory
through vain
introspection or

empty-minded
contemplation.
Rather, we are
to expect to find
him displayed
on every page of
Scripture.
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Owen gives sober guidance as to
how we should read each part of the
Bible, with a view to seeing the glory
of Christ revealed through the Old
Testament prophecies and types; and
through the “direct descriptions of
his glorious person and incarnation,”
both in his “personal appearances

in the Old Testament” and his
incarnation described plainly in the
New.”

Among the Old Testament
appearances, or
Christophanies, is Isaiah’s o
vision of “the Lord sitting
upon a throne, high and
lifted up,” recorded in

Isaiah 6:1-2. This was “a
representation of the glory
of the divine presence of
Christ filling his human
nature, the temple of his
body, with a train of all-
glorious graces.” If this
“typical representation was
too glorious for the seraphim
to be able steadfastly to
behold it, how exceedingly
glorious must be the reality,
Christ himself, as openly
revealed in the Gospel!” he
exclaims.

3. BEHOLDING THE GLORY
OF CHRIST WILL TRANSFORM
US IN THIS LIFE

Inevitably we will be growing towards
such things as we set our hearts, eyes
and minds upon:

if we give
time to
meditating on
the countless
facets of
Christ’s
person and
work that are
portrayed for
us in Scripture,
the Spirit will
gradually
make us more
like him.

Some keep their thoughts in
continual exercise about the things
of this world, and the advantages
and rewards which they expect
from them. Hereby are they
transformed into the image of the
world, becoming earthly, carnal,
and vain.®

On the other hand, if we give time to
meditating on the countless facets

of Christ’s person and work
that are portrayed for us

in Scripture, the Spirit will
gradually make us more like
him. “The truth is, the best
of us are woefully defective
in this duty. Is not the cause
of it, that we are unspiritual
or carnal, preferring in our
thoughts and affections to
focus on other things?©

Too many, says Owen, hope
to receive the saving benefit
of Christ’s work, only by
‘giving their assent” to what
Scripture teaches." But they
do not know what it is to

“sit at the feet of Christ with
Mary, when she chose the
better part.” Instead they are
content to live “like Martha, cumbered
about many things here in this world.”
That is not the way to become Christ-
like.

When we have attained to a

view of the glory of Christ, in our
contemplations on his person,

we should not merely give our
approval to truths concerning him,
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but endeavour to affect our hearts
with them, and thereby experience
the transformation of our souls into
his image.”?

How diligent, or defective, are we in
this ‘duty?

4. BEHOLDING THE GLORY
OF CHRIST IN THIS LIFE IS
NECESSARY IF WE WANT TO BE
WITH HIM IN THE NEXT

It is not merely the way to refreshment
and transformation in this world.
Without some experience of beholding
Christ by faith in this world, and desire
to do so, there is no hope of eternal
enjoyment of him in the next. Owen
says:

No man shall ever behold the glory
of Christ by sight hereafter, who
doth not in some measure behold
it by faith here in this world. Grace
is a necessary preparation for glory,
and faith is a necessary preparation
for sight. The pretended desires of
many to behold the glory of Christ
in heaven, who have no view of

it by faith whilst they are here in
this world, are nothing but self-
deceiving imaginations.®

And again:

It is impossible that he who never
meditates with delight on the glory
of Christ here in this world, who
labours not to behold it by faith as it
is revealed in the Scripture, should

ever have any real gracious desire
to behold it in heaven. It is to be
lamented that men can find time
for, and have inclinations to think
and meditate on, other things,
earthly and vain; but have neither
heart, nor inclination, nor leisure, to
meditate on this glorious object.™

But what if the desire is not there?
From where will our help come?

5. BEHOLDING THE GLORY OF

CHRIST IS THE REMEDY FOR

REPAIRING OUR “DEADNESS,
COLDNESS, LUKEWARMNESS,”
AND OTHER SPIRITUAL DECAYS

Yet what if we do not find within
ourselves the strength to “behold
Christ’'s glory in a due manner,”
when we are “weak in our graces,
unspiritual in our frames, cold in our
affections™"

Owen’s answer may, at first, appear

to be that we must pull ourselves
together, prayerfully read the
Scriptures and await a divine work of
recovery. But it is more multi-pronged
than that. It is true that, ultimately, this
work of repair and recovery will be a
work of God’s divine power. Specifically:

It must be effected by fresh supplies
of the Holy Spirit. Unless he fall as
dew on our dry and barren hearts;
unless he cause our graces to
spring, thrive, and bring forth fruit;
unless he revive and increase faith,
love, and holiness in our souls, our
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backslidings will not be
healed, nor our spiritual
state be recovered. Unto
this end is he prayed

for and promised in the
Scripture.®

But it is not enough to wait
passively. Whatever state
you are in, you must know
that God is holding out to
you today a “known and
approved remedy.”” Will
you receive it and apply it,
or would you rather sit “in a
pining, careless condition,”
preferring to “make weak
and faint endeavours for a
recovery,” looking for help
where God has not taught
us to seek it?

Owen explains where the
remedy does not lie. Do not
seek it in a mere increased
“performance of outward
duties.”®

Religion itself is a dead
carcase, without an
animating soul. It is
reduced to an outward
show, and a pageantry
fitter for a stage than that
temple of God, if it does
not involve the shedding
abroad of the love of God
in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost, and the witnessing
of the Spirit of God with
our spirits that we are the
children of God.”®

o

Unless he
fall as dew
on our dry
and barren
hearts; unless
he cause

our graces

to spring,
thrive, and
bring forth
fruit; unless
he revive and

increase faith,

love, and
holiness in
our souls, our
backslidings
will not be
healed.

The diversions and
entertainments offered by
this world are just as useless:

While men look for

their chief refreshment
in temporal things, it

is impossible that they
should seek after those
that are spiritual in a due
manner.?°

Nor can we expect a
personal revival when
“the remainder of lusts
and corruptions in us are
indulged, by sloth and
negligence, or excited
and inflamed by Satan'’s
temptations.”” It is “in vain
for us to expect any clear
view of Christ’s glory” if we
will not repent and turn
from these. It is because
of our reluctance to do
this that he sometimes
‘withdraws himself from
us, hiding his glory from
our view, to stir us up unto
diligence in our inquiries
after him.”

But in time, as we humbly
and seriously seek Christ “as
he is proposed to us in the
gospel,” and as our thoughts
are ‘multiplied about him,
with actings of faith, in love,
trust, delight, and longing
after the full enjoyment of
him,” we may expect that
once again
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our affections will cleave unto
him with full purpose of heart,
our minds being filled with the

thoughts of him and delight in him;

strength will proceed from him

to purify our hearts, increase our
holiness, and fill us sometimes with
joy unspeakable, full of glory.??

6. BEHOLDING THE
GLORY OF CHRIST ENABLES
THE BELIEVER TO FACE DEATH

This book is what Owen wanted to
leave for his own congregation as his
“dying testimony” to them.? He knew
that he was “living in a continual
expectation of his own dissolution,”
and desired to teach them how “to
encounter death cheerfully, constantly
and victoriously."

Body and soul are “naturally and
necessarily unwilling” to be separated
by death, because they were designed

o

Owen wanted his
congregation to have

the natural fear of death
supplanted by the greater joy,
that only that prospect of him
can give. Do we not all need
and want that?

to be conjoined in life. They dread

and resist separation. Only “a view

by faith of Christ and his glory” will
persuade them that “to be with him is
incomparably better” than to remain
in their present mortal state. Owen
wanted his congregation to have the
natural fear of death supplanted by the
greater joy, that only that prospect of
him can give. Do we not all need and
want that?

It was reported to Owen, on the day

of his death, that the first pages of

The Glory of Christ were just emerging
from the press. He replied ‘I am glad
to hear it. But the long wished-for day
is come at last, in which | shall see that
glory in another manner than | have
ever done, or was capable of doing, in
this world.”> Soon after that, calmly
and cheerfully, he died.

7.IF WE ARETO
EVANGELIZE UNBELIEVERS,
WE MUST HELP THEM TO BEHOLD
THE GLORY OF CHRIST

According to Owen, this is what
unbelievers need to hear: in our
sermons and in our conversations. Do
they from us?

Consider the infinite condescension
and love of Christ, in his invitations
and calls of you to come unto

him for life, deliverance, mercy,
grace, peace, and eternal salvation.
Multitudes of these invitations

and calls are recorded in the
Scripture, and they are all of them
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I saw a new vision of Jesus,
aview I'd not seen here before,

beholding in glory so wondrous

with beauty | had to adore.

I stood on the shores of my weakness,
and gazed at the brink of such fear;
‘twas then that | saw him in newness,
regarding him fair and so dear.
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filled up with those blessed
encouragements which divine
wisdom knows to be suited unto
lost sinners. This is the Word which
he now speaks unto you: ‘Why will
ye die? why will ye perish? why will
you not have compassion on your
own souls? Can your hearts endure,
or can your hands be strong, in the
day of wrath that is approaching?
It is but a little while before all
your hopes, your reliefs, and
presumptions will forsake you, and
leave you eternally miserable. Look
unto me, and be saved; come unto
me, and | will ease you of all sins,
sorrows, fears, burdens, and give
rest unto your souls. Come, | entreat
you:; lay aside all delays; put me off
no more; eternity lies at the door.
Cast out all cursed, self-deceiving

FOOTNOTES

' Owen, The Death of Death in the Death of
Christ (London, 1648), vol. 10:149. References to
volume and page numbers in the footnotes are
to those in his Works as reprinted by the Banner
of Truth (Edinburgh, 1965). In this article, for
brevity and clarity | have slightly paraphrased
quotations without indicating modifications or
ellipses.

2 Owen, Meditations and Discourses Concerning
the Glory of Christ (London, 1691).
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/
owen/TheGloryofChristJohnOwen.pdf or
https://ccel.org/ccel/owen/glory/glory.ii.html.
51:278-79.

“1:292.

51:279.

61:314-15.

7 Owen cites Genesis 3:15; Psalms 2:7-9, 45:2-6 and
68:17-18; Isaiah 6:1-4 and 9:6; Zechariah 3:8; John
1:1-3; Philippians 2:6-8; Hebrews 1:1-3 and 2:14-16;
and Revelation 1:17-18 in particular.

81.315. In Vindicise Evangelicae (London, 1655),
12:281, Owen discusses Isaiah’s vision further,

reserves; do not so hate me as that
you will rather perish than accept
of deliverance by me.?¢

This is but a brief summary of the
encouragements that you will find in
this book to behold the glory of Christ.
Read and learn from it, and you will
doubtless experience what Vernon
Higham so well expressed in this hymn:

| saw a new vision of Jesus,

a view I'd not seen here before,
beholding in glory so wondrous
with beauty | had to adore.

| stood on the shores of my
weakness,

and gazed at the brink of such fear;
‘twas then that | saw him in
newness,

regarding him fair and so dear. o

noting that “the Lord” whom lIsaiah saw is
identified as Christ, pre-incarnate, in John 12:41.
°1:313.

101:304.

m1:321.

121:321. At 1:366, Owen cites John 3:6; Romans 6:3-8;
2 Corinthians 3:18, 5:17; Ephesians 4:20-24; and 2
Peter 1:4.

1$1.288.

“1:317.

151:395.

161:395-96.

71:396.

181:397.

191:398.

201:399.

211:400.

221:399-401.

2 So said his nineteenth century editor William
Goold in his Prefatory Note, 1:274.

241:279.

2 Goold, Life of Dr Owen, T:ciii.

261:422.
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Give us our
daily bread

Z REV.JOHANNES MULLER

Westminster Shorter
Catechism Question 104:
What do we pray for in the
fourth petition?

| often say to my congregation: In the

not for our daily steak or our daily
cake. Jesus teaches us a lesson that
we have lost in the West. Over the last
few centuries, our wealth has become
more and more. We have had more and
more and can afford more and more.
As a result, we have begun to redefine
our daily bread. It is no longer the
portion of the good things of this minimum we need to survive. Instead,
life, and enjoy his blessing with it has become what we assume we are
them. entitled to.

Answer:

In the fourth petition, which is,
Give us this day our daily bread,
we pray that of God’s free gift
we may receive a competent

Lord’s Prayer we pray for our daily bread,
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In doing so, we forget the crucial
reality that we cannot demand
anything, but that God gives us

what he has provided for us. The
Westminster Shorter Catechism helps
us by giving us three simple truths for
our daily lives.

DEPENDENCE

The simple request for our daily bread
is not addressed to our parents, but

is an earnest prayer to our Father in
heaven. It is an expression of
our dependence. We need
God's help to survive every o
day. Jesus teaches us to pray
for our “daily bread”. Every
day we come before God
and ask him to give us what

anything we
Bread is a basic food in the have. It is

Bible. It could be baked
quickly, it was usually
available and even in the
wilderness God provided his
people with manna every
morning, which is later
called bread from heaven (Neh. 9:15).
Bread is the food that is needed to
survive. It gives us energy for work and
keeps us alive.

Any of us can go to the nearest
supermarket and buy a loaf of bread for
a few coins. Any of us could bake a loaf of
bread with water and wheat. For us, this
request seems irrelevant. Bread is present
everywhere and yet we learn that we
are dependent on God for everything.

We must
never think

that we are
we need for that day. entitled to

God'’s mercy
in which he
freely gives us
what we need.

Even something as simple as what our
supermarket shelves are filled with,
we can only enjoy because God, in his
grace, provides us with it. In this way,
we learn to pray for our basic needs,
not the luxuries we would like to have.

When Jesus teaches his disciples

to pray in Luke 11, he adds
encouragement to pray persistently
and courageously. He uses the image
of a father giving his child bread, eggs
or fish. Three very simple foods that
were available in most places in Israel.

So we learn that we need
God'’s help in order to have
what we need to live each
day. This means that the
petition also implies that
God helps us to fulfil our daily
duties. We are dependent on
God’s grace, at work, at school,
at home. We endeavour to
do our work well and hope
that God will provide us with
what we need.

We pray that God will
maintain the systems that
are necessary for us. Anyone who
looks at history quickly realises that
one of the biggest problems in war

is supplying the citizens. In modern
warfare, power stations and water
supplies are attacked. As much as we
take these things for granted, we are
dependent on God to give and receive
what we need to live every day.

In the end, we confess that God must
give us of his free gift. We must never
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think that we are entitled to
anything we have. It is God’s
mercy in which he freely gives

us, so we don't need to accumulate
anything. But if we have something
to eat and clothing, then that should

minimum. To have only what
you really need.

us what we need. (] But this is where we be enough for us. If God provides us
. encounter difficulties. Firstly, with food and clothing, then that is
At a time .
when we have to define what we enough.
CONTENTMENT everything really need. Secondly, we

can be recognise religious traits in Contentment here is not the goal in
The simple petition for delivered minimalism. It is an attempt itself, but is linked to the fear of God.
daily bread also teaches us to your to become happy by doing It is reverence for the triune God who
frugality. As | have already doorstep, it without. Then the whole thing created and redeemed us that leads
mentioned, we do not pray for is interesting is often accompanied by us to be content with what God gives
luxury, but for a good portion to see how arrogance and legalism. The us. That is why we do not pray that
of good things. God gives us the trend more | can do without, the God will give us everything we would
what we need and we can be towards better | am. like to have. Nor do we pray that God
content with that. minimalism will help us to do without everything

keeps We have also seen this idea that is available to us. Yes, sometimes
Let us never forget that we popping up. time and again in church we need God'’s grace to survive times

have everything because God
gives it to us and we are who
we are because God made us
that way. Paul warns us: “And
what do you have that you
did not receive? Now if you
did indeed receive it, why do
you boast as if you had not
received it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7).

At a time when everything
can be delivered to your
doorstep, it is interesting

to see how the trend
towards minimalism keeps
popping up. There are whole
movements here and there
that have realised that
excessive consumption does
not make you happy. The
solution, as is so often the
case, is a radical counter-
reaction. You try to reduce
your possessions to a

o

Contentment
here is not
the goal in
itself, but is
linked to the
fear of God. It
is reverence
for the triune
God who
created and
redeemed us
that leads us
to be content
with what
God gives us.

history. Renouncing all
worldly things in order to
serve God in asceticism was
often an attempt to earn
salvation and recognition.

However, Scripture shows us
a virtue that is much more
realistic. It is contentment.
Paul writes in 1 Timothy: “Now
godliness with contentment
is great gain. For we brought
nothing into this world, and

it is certain we can carry
nothing out. And having food
and clothing, with these we
shall be content.” (1 Tim 6:6-8).

This is exactly what Jesus
teaches us in the Lord’s
Prayer. We have brought
nothing into the world, so we
have no claim to anything.
We can't take anything with

of deprivation. But above all, we pray
that God, in his pure grace, will give us
the good things he wants to give us
so that we have what we need every

day.

ENJOYMENT

So we are not praying for luxury,
prosperity or abundance. Nor is it
about doing without everything.

We pray that God will give us “a

competent portion of the good things
of this life”. But the Catechism adds
something that we often forget: “and
that we may enjoy his blessing with

them.”

The gifts that God gives us are part

of his blessing. When we enjoy these
gifts, we enjoy his blessing. The book
of Ecclesiastes is often misunderstood

as a book that has an almost
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depressing view of life. But it actually
shows us a realistic perspective. In

the end, striving for a lot is just like
chasing the wind. But using and
enjoying life is a gift from God: “Here is
what | have seen: It is good and fitting
for one to eat and drink, and to enjoy
the good of all his labor in which he
toils under the sun all the days of his
life which God gives him;
for it is his heritage. As for
every man to whom God Q
has given riches and wealth,

not live out of a sense of duty, even

if we have Christian duties, we live
out of gratitude and joy. Our lives are
not determined by a slave lord who
imposes one task after another on
us. Our lives are determined by the
contentment and serenity that Christ
has given us.

We pray that God will give
us what he wants to give.
Then we pray that he will
enable us to enjoy these

and given him power to eat Christ thus good gifts. The Christian life
of it, to receive his heritage teaches us is a life of joy. Joy in God, joy
and rejoice in his labor—this dependence on in salvation and joy in the
is the gift of God. For he wiill God and at the things that God gives us.
not dwell unduly on the LD
days of his life, because God e But the wonderful thing
keeps him busy with the joy MR LCEA G in Ecclesiastes is that it's
- ) . from God. . .
of his heart.” (Ecclesiastes . not about having more joy
518-20 This should b g
18-20). determine ecause you get.more an |
SulivesSEor more, but we enjoy our daily
Solomon shows us that God we live in and bread. Whatever that looks

gives us joy of heart with
what he gives us, whether
much or little. If, in all our
piety and sanctification, we forget

to enjoy what we have, then we are
living in ingratitude and with a false
image of God. Then we assume that
our Father in heaven only demands
and imposes a standard on us that we
have to fulfil.

But as Christians, we live by the grace
of God. In Christ, we are righteous
before God. He was obedient for

us in everything. That is why we do

through Christ. like for us.

Christ thus teaches us
dependence on God and at the
same time joy in the things we
have received from God. This should
determine our lives. For we live in and
through Christ. We are what we are
in God'’s grace. If our goal is to glorify
God and to enjoy him, then that is the
best place to start. By confessing that
we need God’s grace in everything, we
give him glory. By enjoying what he
gives us, we delight in the God who
created us. o
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Rev. Dr
Stephen Dancer

OBITUARY

2 ALISON UMPLEBY

The Rev Dr Stephen Dancer was called home to glory on
Monday 25" November 2024, having suffered a stroke a few
days previously. Stephen’s death, just short of his sixty-second
birthday, was unexpected for his family, friends, and the
congregation he served in Solihull, but we know that it was
always the Lord’s plan to take him home on that very day, having
fulfilled his calling as a ‘good and faithful servant..



His ministerial
colleagues in

Stephen was born in 1962
in Ayrshire, Scotland, the
first-born child of Elton and
Celia. University studies
took him to Glasgow at

age just sixteen, where he
took a double first degree
in Maths and Physics four
years later. In his second
year of university, Stephen
was converted to Christ through a
Bible study with Christian friends, and
began to attend the Tron Church,
Glasgow, benefitting from the rich
teaching of Rev Eric Alexander. The
year he graduated, Stephen was
introduced to a certain Susan Tran
through mutual Christian friends,
which marked the beginning of
forty-two years of friendship and

EPCEW have
spoken highly
of Stephen’s
sane voice,
integrity of

character and
love for Christ’s
church.

love between Stephen
and Susan. They were
married in April 1987, while
Stephen was in the final
stages of his PhD studies.
Many have noted that it

was impossible to think

of Stephen without also
thinking of Susan, whose
loving encouragement of
her husband, practical care for others,
and warm hospitality, infused their
Christian service from the beginning.
Stephen and Susan were a true ‘team’
in life and in ministry, and a wonderful
example of Christian marriage to
those who have known them.

Stephen and Susan moved to Derby
in 1989, where Stephen became a
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chartered engineer working for Rolls
Royce, and their daughter Katie was
born in 1993. Stephen felt called to
Christian ministry while in Derby and
started theological studies while still
working for Rolls Royce, graduating in
2006 (with another first class degree).
In 2007 Stephen was called and
inducted as church planting minister
at Solihull Presbyterian Church.

He spent seventeen years serving

this congregation until his death,
where his faithful biblical preaching,
prayerful example, and steady pastoral
wisdom are greatly missed by the
congregation and his fellow elders,
Jonny and Falko.

Stephen also diligently (4]
served the wider presbytery,
including hosting regular
presbytery meetings in
Solihull, chairing various
committees, acting as
moderator from 2016-2018,
serving as an assessor elder
for the churches in Sweden
and Salford, helping to train
other men for the ministry,
and contributing to many
discussions and debates. His
ministerial colleagues in EPCEW have
spoken highly of Stephen’s sane voice,
integrity of character, love for Christ's
church, and faithful contributions

to the life of the presbytery over the
years.

Stephen’s health was something of

a trial during the last few years of his
life, which included two years of home
dialysis for polycystic kidney disease,

Stephen has
now been
welcomed into

and a kidney transplant which initially
did not seem very successful. Stephen’s
uncomplaining perseverance in the
face of these trials, and his patience

in suffering, were a true testament to
his Christ-like character. In the months
before his stroke he was looking and
feeling much more well, and enthused
and positive about the work of the
gospel in Solihull and further afield.
Stephen was preaching regularly at
three out of four services up until the
week before he died, and even as

he visibly struggled with weakness,
preached his last sermon on the
morning of Sunday 17t November,
from Haggai 2:2-9. This was
typical of Stephen’s attitude
of faithfully just getting on
with things in the face of
difficulty, and this Christ-like
faithfulness characterised his
life and ministry.

glory by the
Saviour whom
he loved and
served.

Stephen will be missed
terribly by Susan, Katie and
the family, and remembered
as a loving husband,

father, grandfather, son

and brother. Stephen will
also be missed greatly

by his congregation, fellow elders

and presbytery colleagues, and
remembered as the pattern of a self-
effacing, patiently enduring, faithful
Christian minister and friend. Stephen
has now been welcomed into glory
by the Saviour whom he loved and
served, and we look to this Saviour to
comfort those who are sorrowing, and
to give us grace to run our own race
with faithfulness to the end. o
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@ BERLIN

Luisenstrasse 39, 10117 Berlin, Sun. 1lam & 2pm
Kettinger Strasse 131, 12305,

Berlin. Midweek. 8pm

Minister: Rev. Johannes Muller

Q +491763102904

& johannes.mueller@epkd.de

www.epkd.de

@ BLACKBURN

@ BURY ST EDMUNDS

@® CAMBRIDGE

Queen Emma Primary School,
Gunhild Way (am)

Resurrection Lutheran Church,
Westfield Lane (pm)
Sun.10.30am & 6pm, Thu. 7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Douglas McCallum
Q 07855130526

& dmccallum1981@gmail.com
cambridgepres.org.uk

@ CARDIFF - BETHEL

Michaelston Rd, Culverhouse Cross,
Cardiff CF5 4SX

Sun. Tlam & 6pm, Wed. 7.30pm
Minister: Rev. Andrew Graham

Q 029 2059 5000

& andrew.graham@bethelpcr.org.uk
bethelpcr.org.uk

@ CARDIFF - IMMANUEL

@ CARDIFF-ELY

Archer Road, Ely, Cardiff CF5 4FR
Sun 10:30am & 5:30pm,

Wed 7:00pm

Minister: Rev. Philip Haines

Q 0292059 6410 / 07703 859 258
™ philiphaines@live.com
epcreformed.org

@® CHELMSFORD

Marconi Building, (room 00T1)
Bishop Hall Ln, Chelmsford CM115SQ
Sun. 11.30am & 6pm, Thu. 8pm
Minister: Rev. Darren Moore

Q 01245 690559

® darrenmoore@chelmsfordpres.co.uk

chelmsfordpres.org.uk

@ CHELTENHAM - NAUNTON LANE
23 Naunton Lane, Leckhampton
Cheltenham GL53 7BJ

Sun.10.30am & 6pm, Wed. 7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Matt Faux

Q 07929 527 631

& MattFaux@cheltenhampres.org.uk
cheltenhampres.org.uk

© CHELTENHAM - NORTH
Whaddon Road E.P. Church

Rear of Claremont, Whaddon Rd,
Cheltenham GL52 5LZ

Sun.1lam & 6.00pm

Minister: Rev. David Pfeiffer

Q 07846 858766

®= drpfeiffer85@hotmail.com
whaddonevangelicalchurch.org

©® DURHAM

The Chapel, Laburnum Avenue
Durham, DH1 4HA

Sun.10.30am & 3.30pm, Thu.7.45pm
Minister: Rev. Phil Baiden

Q 07714 340 892

& philbaiden@yahoo.co.uk
durhampresbyterian.church

@ GLOUCESTER

10:30am The Farmers Club

(Greville Cl, GL2 9RG)

5pm St Mary’'s Congregational Church
(GL12QS)

Minister: Rev. Michael Cochran

Q 07810 268 284

& mcochran@worldwitness.org
gloucesterpres.co.uk

@O HEXHAM

The Torch Centre, Corbridge Rd (near hospital)
Hexham NE46 1QS

Sun.10am & 5pm, Wed. 7:30pm

Contact: Mr John Cook

Q 01434 609691

& johncookatmca@hotmail.com
hexhampres.uk

© HuLL

Rear of 336 Holderness Road, Hull, HU9 3DQ
Sun.10.30am

Contact: Mr Chris Lawson

Q 07527 319617

& christophermlawson@hotmail.com

@ NEWCASTLE - ALL SAINTS

Church address: Pilgrim Street,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2ES

Office: All Saints Church Office,

Third Floor, Alderman Fenwick's House,
98-100 Pilgrim Street,

Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 6SG
Minister: Rev. Benjamin Wontrop

Q 0191 261 6933

® contact@allsaintspres.org.uk
allsaintspres.org.uk

@ OXFORD

North Gate Hall, 18 St Michael's Street,
OX12DU

Sun.10:30am & 5pm

Minister: Rev. Andy Young

Q 07963139683

& andy@oxfordpres.co.uk
oxfordpres.co.uk

@ SHEFFIELD

© SOLIHULL

Tudor Grange Academy, Dingle Lane,
Solihull B91 3PD

Tlam and 5pm.

Minister: Rev. Dr Stephen Dancer

Q 01217071826

& info@solihullpres.org.uk
solihullpres.org.uk

@ SUNDERLAND

Fulwell Community Centre,
Sunderland, SR6 8HS
Sun.10:30am & 5pm

Minister: Rev. Nathan Hilton

Q 07960 677510

& contact@sunderlandpres.org.uk
sunderlandpres.org.uk

® TRANAS

Hoggatan 8, 57333, Tranas, Sweden
Sun.10am

Contact: Trygve Lundblad

Q +46 (0)70 238 70 75

& trygve.tranas@gmail.com

© zURICH

Minister: Pfr. Florian Weicken

Q +41763080787

& florian.weicken@zuerichpres.ch
zuerichpres.ch

CLERK OF PRESBYTERY

Dr Falko Drijfhout, 63 Larchwood, Keele,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, ST5 5BB

Q 01782 611280 / 07811 387438

= fdrijffhoutl2@gmail.com
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THE COUNCIL OF NICAEA:

ATHANASIUS

AGAINST THE WORLD

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: CONRAD MBEWE, NICK NEEDHAM, ANDY YOUNG

Join us on the seventeenth centenary of the Council of Nicaea,
as we consider how the Nicene Creed impacted the early
church—and shapes our lives today.

ADDRESSES FROM LUNCH AND
LEADING PASTOR- INSTEE'\/TI?\ICXT}J;/E REFRESHMENTS
THEOLOGIANS PROVIDED

REGISTER NOW AT WESTMINSTERSEMINARYUK.ORG/2025-CONFERENCE



